
R JIM WALKER’s Subjectivist looks to have

booked himself a place in the field for the St

Leger at Doncaster this month with a convincing

display in the Group 3 March Stakes at

Goodwood on August 29.

He stormed home, as pictured above, to win by a massive

15 lengths.

The March Stakes is named after the Earldom of March, a

title inherited by the eldest son of the Duke of Richmond.

The race was inaugurated in 1965 and was originally

restricted to three-year-olds. Run over a mile and six

furlongs, it became a leading trial for the St Leger, and was

won by Commanche Run in 1984 en route to St Leger

success under Lester Piggott. 

The race was elevated to Group 3 status in 2018 as part of

the European Pattern Committee’s plan to boost the

programme for stayers, and since then it has also been run in

memory of the great John Dunlop, who won the race twice

courtesy of Scottish Rifle and Rain Rider.

Mark Johnston has won the race twice previously.

Yavana’s Pace won the 1999 renewal under Richard Hughes,

while Sir Ron Priestley, a half-brother to Subjectivist,

captured last year’s race on the way to finishing a gallant

second in the Doncaster classic.

Only four went to post for this year’s March Stakes.

Subjectivist was looking to bounce back from his third in the

Great Voltigeur Stakes at York. Cabaletta looked a serious

rival on the strength of her second place behind Enbihaar

(the subsequent Lonsdale Cup winner) in the Lillie Langtry

Subjectivist ‘Marches’ on to Leger
Stakes over course and distance at the Qatar Goodwood

Festival. Celtic Art had shown good form in soft conditions

while Table Mountain had won the Brown Jack Handicap at

Ascot.

Subjectivist was ridden by Joe Fanning, who partnered

him to success in the Listed Glasgow Stakes at Royal Ascot.

The fine credentials of his rivals were to count for nothing

as he dominated the contest with his relentless galloping

style. 

Racing up the centre of the course in the home straight, he

simply demolished his field, coming home unchallenged to

score by a remarkable 15 lengths from Cabaletta, with a

further 21 lengths separating the second from the third

horse, Celtic Art.

FTER the race, Mark Johnston explained that it was

never the plan for Subjectivist to take in the March

Stakes. 

“We had a few debates at home and Charlie said he didn’t

want to come here because it was too close to the St Leger,”

explained Mark. 

“But with such a small field, we had to come. Provided

he’s okay, now you have to look at the Leger. A test of

stamina is obviously important.”

Sir Ron Priestley acquitted himself on Town Moor. It

would be fantastic to see Subjectivist go one better in this

year’s final Classic, which will be run on September 12.

Whatever happens in the St Leger, he looks an outstanding

candidate for next year’s Cup races.
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