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T WAS a Wednesday, that first
day in July of 1987, and the
going at Carlisle was Good. It
didn’t seem a particularly

memorable occasion at the time; but it
was a day that saw the launch of one of
the most extraordinary, record-breaking
careers in any sport of modern times.

And I was there!
Indeed, I was in a crowd of around

7,000 other horseracing fans who
witnessed a one-and-a-half length victory
by a young colt called Hinari Video, in

the run-of the-mill EBF Silloth Maiden
Stakes over five furlongs, contested by
16 juveniles, whose owners and breeders
were dreaming of fame, wealth and glory
with their young thoroughbreds.

Triumph
I don’t recall what the weather was

like, but I do vividly remember
interviewing the successful trainer, a 27-
year-old Bellshill-born Sotsman called
Mark Steven Johnston, who had brought

I the son of Sallust across from
Lincolnshire to claim the £1,305 first
prize with a (surprise, surprise) pillar-to-
post triumph in the capable hands of
former Royal apprentice jockey, RP
(Bobby) Elliott.

Punters did not seem impressed
beforehand, with Hinari Video drifting in
the market from an opening price of 6/1
to go off at a starting price of 10/1. The
price didn’t bother the horse, nor the
trainer who was listed on the racecard as
MS Johnston, as he was styled by the
authorities in those days.

The 2.30 pm race was the first on a
six-race programme which featured the
most important contest in the Cumbrian
venue’s season, the Tennent’s Lager
Carlisle Bell, won an hour later by Nicky
Connorton on five-year-old Handlebar,
who was anything but a “steering job”
for the stable of Richmond-based Bill
Watts.

Promise
Hinari Video was racing for the

second time, having performed with
promise in the hands of Mark’s fellow
Scot, Willie Carson, on his debut at
Haydock Park 39 days earlier. Despite
finishing down the field there behind the
impressive Henry Cecil-trained, and
Willie Ryan-ridden winner Space
Cruiser, Mark’s colt had revealed clear
signs of ability.

As the Press Association news
agency’s northern racing correspondent,
I had travelled up the A1, A66 and M6 to
report on the meeting, in search of
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Memory Lane
interesting tales with which to regale
readers of the newspapers’ racing pages
up and down the land.

Hinari Video was merely a “bit-part”
player on the stage that day, the lead role
being grabbed by Handlebar, but as with
any horse providing a trainer with his/her
maiden winner, there would be more
than a passing mention of Hinari Video’s
impressive display of speed.

My highly respected colleague, John
Budden, doyen of the north-west racing
media gang for half a century, stated
most emphatically in his widely-read
weekly Cumberland News column:
“Carlisle racegoers have certainly not
seen the last of Mark Johnston. Already a
fully-qualified vet, the astute Scot now
intends to make a serious impact in his
adopted role as a professional trainer!”

How prophetic you were, dear John!
Thirty-one years on from Hinari

Video’s 16-runner race, only one other
trainer represented in that contest holds a
licence today.

IS name? Fred Watson. Still
based near Sedgefield
racecourse, the now 73-year-

old was unaware of the link between that
race and today’s record-holding trainer
when I spoke to him.  But he did recall
that his first-time-out runner, John Nick,
partnered by George Duffield, was
named after a waggoner pal (John
Nicholson), with whom Fred enjoyed a
regular tipple at his local Golden Lion
pub. No celebratory drink that day,
though, as John Nick finished second-
last, some 25 lengths behind the winner.

Here are a few other interesting points
linked to that auspicious day for Mark
Johnston:

Needless to say, none of the
jockeys who rode in that race
remains involved in weighing room
activity, and inevitably and sadly,
four of their number
have passed
away.....Dandy
Nicholls,
Lindsay
Charnock,
Steve Perks

and Mark Birch.
Some of the other trainers that day
have also died, but several are still
very much alive and well, and in a
few cases, the licence has been
handed down to a younger family
member.
Hinari Video was Mark’s only 1987
winner, but the following year there
were five, and his annual haul
continued to rise year-on-year, with
a record 216 recorded in 2009 and
2013. 
There was no mention of Mark’s
first yard, Bank End Stables in
Louth, in the 1987 edition of
Horses in Training, but a glance at
the following year’s publication

reveals a team of 17 horses: the 13-
year-old Newgrove Lad; six with
the Hinari prefix; Attila The Honey
(owned by one Mrs Deirdre M
Johnston); Best Buy Baileys;
General Picton; and Respray.
Hinari Video was Mark’s first
winner, but not his first runner.
That was Rosie Oh, who finished
18th of 19 under Jeff Barlow in a
Wetherby hurdle race five months
earlier.

It took Mark just 31 years to break
Richard Hannon Senior’s record of 4,193
British winners, which had taken 43
years to achieve. Hannon’s average
calendar year total was 97, compared

with the Middleham
maestro’s 135. 

The question
now, 31 years on
from that first
winner, is:  Can
he hit 5,000?
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