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Off to a flyer?
S everyone knows,

the lockdown

imposed by the

Government to

combat the onset of the

coronavirus put paid to the idea

of continuing racing behind

closed doors. While we’re told

plans are afoot for a resumption

of racing as soon as possible,

it’s impossible to know when

that will happen and what the

racing programme will look

like.

The start of the Flat season

normally heralds two main

narrative strands of the racing

year. Firstly, and especially

when we reach Newmarket’s

Craven meeting, there is a

period of intense speculation

about the early season Classics.

Which of the previous year’s

juvenile stars will prove

themselves ready for Guineas’

glory, whether in landing the big races themselves, or showing

in trials that they are ready to compete at Group 1 level

throughout the year? And secondly, and just as important in

many ways, which juveniles will make hay in the early races,

and how will the early form work out as we approach the

valuable two-year-old events at Royal Ascot?

Whatever happens, it’s hard to see how these narrative

strands can be rescued, given the lockdown delay. One thing

that will be important for Johnston Racing, whenever and

however racing resumes, will be to make a flying start to the

season.

Back in 2015, the yard did just that when landing the first

three juvenile races of the year, courtesy of Ravenhoe at

Doncaster, Rah Rah at Kempton and Buratino at Chelmsford

City, all on

March 28! It was

the first time that

Mark had ever

won with his first

three juvenile

runners of the

year, and it

represented a

remarkable feat.

David Abell's

Ravenhoe was

the colt selected

by Mark to

contest the

Brocklesby

Conditions Stakes, traditionally the opening event for two-

year-olds every Flat season. The Brocklesby Stakes actually

began life, however, in 1849 as an all-aged race over a mile

and a half of The Carholme racecourse at Lincoln. In 1875, the

race was radically revised into a five-furlong contest for

juveniles, and it remained as such when transferred to

Doncaster in 1965.

Conditions weren't ideal for the field of nine in the 2015

renewal of the race, as they had to face up to a headwind of 15

knots in the long Doncaster straight. Silvestre de Sousa, who a

year previously partnered African Story to success in the

Dubai World Cup on the same day, took the ride on Ravenhoe

and had the Bahamian Bounty colt smartly away. 

Headwind

He was a little bit hampered in the very early stages of the

race and found himself on the wide outside of his field.

Sensibly, Silvestre tucked him in slightly to avoid the worst of

the headwind. The other joint favourite, Bill Turner's Just The

Lord, had been leading but began to send out distress signals

as de Sousa asked Ravenhoe to challenge on his outer.

Striking the front shortly before the final furlong marker,

Ravenhoe then had to battle hard as First Bombardment came

with a strong looking run between horses. Pleasingly,

Ravenhoe showed real determination in rallying to win by a

short head, with General Alexander keeping on for third,

beaten a further two and three-quarter lengths.

After the race, Silvestre de Sousa was in little doubt that the
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David Abell’s chestnut Ravenhoe under Silvestre de Sousa

Buratino and Joe Fanning
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HAT remarkable racemare, Attraction, owned by the

late Guy Innes-Ker, the 10th Duke of Roxburghe,

has produced her 13th foal at the age of 19.

A colt foal by Dubawi, weighing in at a hearty 64kg,

made his appearance into the world at Luca and Sara

Cumani’s Fittocks Stud in Newmarket on April 13.

Attraction had a wonderful career on the racecourse.

She was the first filly to land the English/Irish 1,000

Guineas double, and quickly added the Coronation

Stakes at Royal Ascot to her Group 1 haul. At the end of

her three-year-old season she added the Sun Chariot

Stakes, and at four she won Leopardstown’s Matron

Stakes to complete a nap hand of wins at the highest

level.

In the paddocks at the late Duke’s Floors Stud in the

Scottish borders there has been only one season when

Attraction has not been covered. Her eighth foal,

Elarqam (by Frankel), bought for 1.6m guineas as a

yearling by Sheikh Hamdan al Maktoum, was the winner

of the Group 2 York Stakes and remains in training at

Kingsley Park and is her best produce to date.

The new colt foal, a full brother to Maydanny, a four-

year-old gelding who also remains in training with

Johnston Racing, was born in Newmarket as it is the

policy of Floors Stud to send their mares to Fittocks Stud

approximately two months before they are due to foal.

They remain there until six weeks after foaling before

returning to Floors.

“I wouldn’t say he’s a typical Dubawi, but he’s a

typical Attraction,” said Sara Cumani.

“He’s good, strong, well-made – couldn’t be nicer. I

just hope he’s really lucky for the Duchess and the family

and gives them all encouragement to keep going.”

Everyone at Kingsley Park echoes those sentiments

and hopes that, in this case, 13 will prove to be a lucky

number!

Meet Attraction’s
13th foal!

Attraction’s foal, by Dubawi, was born on April 13

colt would come on for the

race. 

"The ground was a little

bit on the slow side," he told

us, "and the headwind was

very strong, but he was a

little green. I'm sure he'll

improve for the race." 

The former champion

jockey was spot on;

Ravenhoe went on to win

eight more races and to be

placed 18 times.

Over at Kempton 20

minutes later, Sheikh

Hamdan bin Mohammed's

Lonhro filly, Rah Rah, was

sent off the second favourite

at 4/1 in a field of eight for

the maiden fillies' event. Anwar, representing Richard Hannon,

was sent off the 4/6 favourite. Franny Norton took the ride on

Rah Rah.

Anwar had the best of the draw in stall one and was soon

racing at the head of affairs on the rail. Rah Rah was smartly

away and was soon able to track across to the leader, racing

just on her outer as the field turned for home. Asked for her

effort two furlongs from home, Rah Rah took up the running

with a furlong and a half to run and had opened up a clear

margin as the leaders flashed past the furlong pole. Rah Rah

won fairly easily, beating Anwar by three and three-quarter

lengths with Lady Nayef a length and three-quarters back in

third.

The unique treble was completed at Chelmsford a little over

an hour later. Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed's Exceed and

Excel colt, Buratino, was one of five runners who went to post

for a Class 4 maiden. Joe Fanning took the ride on the

youngster, and the pair were sent off as second favourites, at

9/4.

The market leader was Richard Fahey's Acclamation colt,

Young John. Buratino was drawn on the outside, but was

smartly away and Joe was able to bring the colt across to the

rail to take up the running by the end of the first furlong.

Turning for home, the colt was travelling strongly and he

simply had to be pushed out by Joe to score by three and a half

lengths from Young John, with Yeah Baby Yeah a further half a

length back in third. Buratino went on to land the Group 2

Coventry Stakes and is now at stud for Darley. 

His marketing blurb currently points out that he won the

Coventry Stakes in a time faster than Calyx, and the Woodcote

Stakes in a time faster than Pinatubo!

HARLIE Johnston, who was at Doncaster to saddle

Ravenhoe, explained the significance of the treble. 

"It's been well documented we've got a different

make-up to the yard this season as we have 130

two-year-olds in training," noted Charlie. 

"We had a meeting around Christmas time and all the yard

managers agreed it was important to hit the ground running.

We've had the juveniles on the grass at home since mid-

February, and this lad (Ravenhoe) has worked the last four

weekends. To win a race with our first juvenile runner is just

fantastic!"

It was certainly a day to remember, and all at Johnston

Racing are fervently hoping that the 2020 Flat season,

whenever it begins, will start in similar style.

Rah Rah with Franny Norton 
and groom Paddy Trainor
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