
HILE, in general, I am not in favour of British

Racing’s over-reliance on handicaps within the

racing calendar, there are some specific

handicap races which, over the years, have become

highlights of the racing year. 

I am thinking of races such as the Lincoln, the

Northumberland Plate, the Cesarewitch and the Ebor; races

which set the pulse racing without being contested by the

very highest-rated horses. But for those who relish races

over that most specialist of distances, seven furlongs, the

Bunbury Cup holds a special place in their affections.

The race commemorates the contribution made to racing

history by Sir Charles Bunbury (1740-1821). He, you may

recall, was the person who

lost out in the toss of a

coin to decide upon the

name of the Derby. As

Senior Steward of the

Jockey Club, he co-

founded The Oaks and

introduced the 1,000

Guineas and 2,000

Guineas to Newmarket.

The Bunbury Cup is run

over seven furlongs

straight on Newmarket’s

July Course, and is

invariably a hotly

contested affair. It has

been won by a number of

talented horses, across a

variety of ages. Linda

Perratt’s Ho Leng was the

last three-year-old to win

the Cup, all the way back

in 1998, while in the last

10 years the median age of

the winner has been five.

In 2010, Jockey Club

Racecourses caused

outrage in some quarters by

abandoning the name of the
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famous race in favour of calling the event the 32Red Trophy.

Greg Wood, writing in the Guardian, said:

‘The owners of a racecourse should not be allowed to

prostitute the memory of Sir Charles Bunbury . . . because

someone slips them an extra few quid.’ 

IS righteous indignation was well-aimed, and the

traditional race name was reinstated for the 2011

renewal!

That controversial 2010 renewal was in fact won by St

Moritz, trained by Mark Johnston for Renata Jacobs of

Newsells Park Stud. Then a four-year-old, the Medicean

gelding came to Newmarket off the back of a valiant effort

to land the Royal Hunt Cup; up with the pace throughout, St

Moritz was run out of things close home and finished third

of the 29 runners.

At Newmarket, St Moritz made all the running under

Frankie Dettori  to score by a neck from Palace Moon. This

win was one of three successes for St Moritz, all over seven

furlongs, while under Mark’s care.

The stable also won the Bunbury Cup in 2019, thanks to a

battling performance from the hugely popular Kodiac

gelding, Vale of Kent, who raced in Sheikh Hamdan bin

Mohammed’s colours.

Again partnered by

that man Dettori, Vale

of Kent made the

running until being

headed two furlongs

from home. He battled

back tenaciously to

regain the lead and

crossed the line half a

length ahead of the

favourite, Solar Gold,

recording a fast time in

the process. 

The Bunbury Cup

success was just one of

Vale of Kent’s eight

wins for the stable, six

of which were chalked

up over seven furlongs.

The stable has made

three entries for the

2022 renewal of the

race, and it will be

fascinating to see if one

of them can give

Johnston Racing its

third success in this

historic race.

Vale Of Kent and Frankie Dettori win the 2019 Bunbury Cup
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