
GUARD OF
HONOUR
MISSING 
A STAR

RITISH RACING is, and has been for hundreds of

years, extremely fortunate to enjoy royal patronage. As

a country, we have all recently come together to

celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of the Queen, who has been a

leading figure of the British turf, as owner, breeder and horse-

lover, throughout her reign.

It was, therefore, a fantastic idea for Jockey Club

Racecourses to arrange a Guard of Honour for the Queen on

Derby Day, made up of 40 current or former jockeys who had

ridden for her.

Dressed in the famous royal silks of purple jacket with gold

braid and crimson sleeves, the group were representative of

those hundreds of jockeys who had ridden for the Queen during

her 70 years on the throne.

Sadly, the Queen was unable to attend the Derby through ill-

health, but nonetheless the gathering of jockeys, and the images

generated, paid a fitting tribute to her contribution to the sport

over the years.

Thanks to his ‘silver fox’ looks, readers will have spotted

Franny Norton among the throng. But a number of readers

contacted us to highlight an omission. Where, they asked, was

RP ‘Bobby’ Elliott, the jockey who rode Mark Johnston’s first

winner and was so instrumental in the early success of the yard?

Bobby, now 81, was still riding out for the yard until a few

years ago. He rode for the Queen as a lightweight jockey and

can recall riding three winners for Her Majesty in those

distinctive silks. 

The Klarion decided to put right his omission from the

gathering, and to photograph Bobby in the royal colours one

more time. 

He was also able to show us a photograph he treasures  --  of

himself in the Queen’s silks  dating back to his apprentice days.

We’re delighted to honour Bobby for his contribution to the

Queen’s racing record, and would be happy to hear from anyone

who remembers Bobby’s exploits in those famous colours.

Jockey Club Racecourses have assured us that there was

nothing personal regarding Bobby’s original omission! They

had to settle on a manageable number for the guard of honour

and based invites to past and present jockeys on the number of

winners ridden.
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