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EROSION OF DECENCY

In 1891 Thomas Hardy published a novel
about a West Country girl destroyed by the
cruelty of a mediocre bully and the studied
indifference of her own community.

Tess of the D’Urbevilles made two mistakes:
she underestimated the malice of an insecure
male who has lost face, and she underestimated
the capacity of a rural community for envy.   

I have never met the jockey Bryony Frost; I
don’t possess her autograph; her photograph
does not adorn my bedroom wall. I admire her
to the extent that she seems to embody what I
was about to call National Hunt values.

But does National Hunt racing in 2022
have values? And if so, what do they look like?
I don’t deny these are rather abstract
questions but Robbie Dunne’s successful
appeal against the length of his ban seems an
opportune moment to explore them.   

Not even Dunne’s worst enemy would deny
that the outcome of his appeal was a personal
triumph. Though a stain will always attach to
his name, a large section of that stain – almost
half – was judicially removed. Given the
environment in which he worked and the
informal rules which prevailed there, Dunne’s
behaviour, we learned, was not so despicable
after all. Such at any rate was the view of the
all-male panel - a panel selected, vetted, and
approved, by racing’s governing body.

According to panel chairman Anthony
Boswood QC, Dunne was neither a ruffian nor
a knave. His conduct towards Bryony Frost
between February and September 2020 was
demonstrably that of an impressionable but
not unpleasant human being. After arriving in
England as a young Irish jockey whose career
had inexplicably stalled, Dunne had found
himself surrounded by some colleagues who
were hard men, unflinching dispensers of
summary justice, and he ineluctably absorbed
the culture of the English NH weighing room.

Thus did the panel partly account for
Dunne’s prolonged and increasingly obsessive
campaign of intimidation towards a female
rider whose public profile had rapidly
overtaken his own. Such was the legal
sophistry, and such the logical black hole, on
which the British Horseracing Authority felt
obliged to set its official seal of approval. 

So what does this tell us about the
condition of the BHA? And why is the
National Hunt world not screaming? 

To anyone untroubled or even secretly
gratified by the final outcome of this case, I
would pose the following questions. Would

the late Peter O’Sullevan have remained silent
on these matters? Would the public
humiliation of Bryony Frost not have
appalled the late John Oaksey?

What we are witnessing, I suggest, is a
gradual erosion (of which this is not the sole
instance) of the decency for which National
Hunt racing was once renowned. To ostracise
a woman for calling out a bully was not a
good look in 1891. It looks even worse today.
Jump racing would be well-advised to re-set
its moral compass, and soon.   

Martin Trew
Tenbury Wells, Worcs

TV COVERAGE IS A TURN-OFF

I completely agree with John Scanlon’s
comments in his Off The Bridle column (in the
April edition of the Kingsley Klarion) about
the coverage of betting on ITV Racing.  I
think it is awful, especially the Irish guy who
shouts and shoves his face up close to the
camera, while Matt Chapman comes across as
rather aggressive at times.

I only watch the racing on tv because I want
to see the horses. I am in no position these
days to be involved with horses, but I have
been a lifelong lover of these animals. I have
been losing interest in watching the ITV
coverage of racing, which is not a patch on
Channel 4’s coverage in the past. I am
interested in the breeding aspect of the sport
and we used to get much more information on
this subject, both on the flat and over jumps.
That has now gone west!

It seems that the betting is the most
important subject for tv. Well, I suppose
that’s because the coverage is sponsored by a
betting company. I couldn’t care less about
the price of the horses, it is of no interest to
me. And then you have at least four people on
the tv team saying which horse they think will
win. I prefer to make my own decisions on
that. When I was able to go to the races in the
past, I chose my horses after watching them in
the paddock.

I have resorted now to recording the ITV
racing programmes so that I can later whiz
through a lot of the drivel and shouting, and
just watch the racing

Kathryn Bowmer Hall
Bury, Lancs 

A ‘DEEP IMPACT’ FOR THE 
LANARK SILVER BELL?

I read with interest Mark’s comment (Straight
Talking, April edition) that the quality of
Japanese racing is increasing, probably faster
than that of any racing nation in the world.
Today, at the head of the TRC Sire Global
Rankings sits Deep Impact (JPN). 

Despite being euthanised in 2019, he just
pips Dubawi (IRE) and Galileo (IRE) as the
world’s top turf sire at the time of writing.
Although Deep Impact was bred, raced, and
stood at stud in Japan, he was helped along
the way by receiving some racing genes from
the Queen’s mare, Highclere, the filly which
won the 1,000 Guineas in 1974. 

The Japanese people are very much into the
logic of copying and improving a  process,
while we rely on history to make things better.
The Japanese studied shipbuilding on the
Clyde and now build better ships than us.
They studied the distilleries of Speyside and
can now make better malt whisky than us.
They studied racehorse breeding at
Newmarket and can now produce better
horses than us. 

It is significant that Deep Impact stood at
stud in Hokkaido, Japan’s northern most
island which is much like Scotland, having the
same terrain, same climate, and the same
enthusiasm for racing horses. Might we just
see in the future a part of Hokkaido coming to
Hamilton Park racecourse in the form of a
racehorse from the Deep Impact line? 

It may be a significant chapter in history
that the Hamilton Park executive have
upgraded the Lanark Silver Bell to Heritage
Handicap status, a race that Mark has won
four times before. Could it be that the
Johnston yard win it once more, and with a
grandson of Deep Impact?  Such a horse was
featured for sale on the inside back cover of
the April Kingsley Klarion. The two-year-old
is by Saxon Warrior (son of Deep Impact, and
out of Isobel Archer). He is available for any
owner to have a go at advancing Scottish
racing history (with a little improvement from
the Japanese!)   

Alasdair Ross
Larbert, Stirlingshire  
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