
F, like me, you rue the day that Timeform

decided to dispense with the publication of the

‘Racehorses of….’ annuals, then fear not, for Irish

academic Dr Sieglinde McGee has stepped up to the plate.

‘Best Racehorses of 2021’ is a paperback volume, some

734 pages long, which is a treasure trove of information

about the racing year of 2021. 

The book contains a review of the season, extended essays

on 220 horses (each one of whom has won at Group 1,

Group 2 or Group 3 level during the year) and extensive

information both on pedigrees and bloodstock sales. Tables

highlight information such as Group winners by trainer or

breeder and Group winners by Going description.

Racing enthusiasts who love statistics will really

appreciate this book, and it’s quite remarkable to think that

the author has managed to assemble such an amount of

information and to have it published so early in the year. It

makes you wonder just exactly what you were doing in the

early part of 2022, and I promise you that you will be in awe

of her achievement in producing a work of this

complexity in such a tight timeframe.

Sieglinde is another racing fan who was

drawn into the sport by watching the Grand

National, in her case the 1982 renewal won by

the amateur jockey, Dick Saunders, on Grittar.

Since then, she has written extensively on the

sport and has been widely published, including

in The Sporting Life and the Irish Field.

Every word of each essay is written by the

author, who has explained that parts of the

essays are drafted as the racing year unfolds,

with most of the final writing and analysis done over the

winter months.

Unlike Timeform, the author uses the official ratings in

her essays. The other main differences between this book

and the old Timeform annuals are, firstly, that the

commentaries relate to Group winners only and not every

horse to have run during the year, and, secondly, that with

the exception of the front cover portrait of St Mark’s

Basilica, there are, for understandable reasons, no

photographs.

For Johnston Racing aficionados, there are essays on

Subjectivist, Sir Ron Priestley and Royal Patronage to enjoy,

and the author’s wide knowledge of pedigrees is clear to see

and often informs her essays on particular Group winners.

Best Racehorses of 2021 will doubtless prove to be an

invaluable work of reference. Available from Amazon, the

volume represents tremendous value at £35. 
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Visit our website at www.johnston.racing or

contact us on 01969 622237 for more detailsFOR SALE

* No commission, profits or expenses are taken on purchase if the horse is to be trained by Charlie and Mark. The above prices are subject to VAT. Sales companies buyer's premium

included.  All horses are sold as they stand. The Purchaser is not to rely on any physical description of the horse contained in any sales catalogue, or any description given by Johnston

Racing or its employee as to conformation, health or soundness, but is to rely on the Purchaser’s own examination and/or judgement in relation to those matters. Title and possession will

be deemed to have passed to the Purchaser when the sale is agreed, whether verbally or in writing, when all risk shall pass to the Purchaser.

Two-year-old colt 

by SAXON WARRIOR out of ISOBEL ARCHER

£27,900 + VAT* - includes all costs to 30.04.2022

Two-year-old colt 

by FOOTSTEPSINTHESAND out of ANTEBELLUM

£37,100 +VAT* - includes all costs to 30.04.2022
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