
HE FURTHER FLIGHT Stakes is a Listed race at
Nottingham which is named after the popular stayer who is
best known for winning the Jockey Club Cup in five successive

years (1991-1995 inclusive).
The race was inaugurated in 1993, and was initially named in mem-

ory of the 1989 St Leger winner, Michelozzo, who had made his race-
course debut at Nottingham. However, the race was renamed the
Further Flight Stakes in 1999, after Further Flight had won the 1996
and 1998 renewals, at the grand old age of 10 and 12 respectively.

The race, run over a distance of a mile and six furlongs, was granted
Listed status in 2003, and had been won twice by the Johnston yard
prior to this year – first when Winged d’Argent won under Kevin
Darley in 2005 and again when Franny Norton partnered Elegiac to
success in 2019.

This year’s renewal was especially interesting for followers of
Johnston Racing because it saw Sir Ron Priestley (pictured above)
return to the racecourse for the first time since he followed Logician
home in the 2019 St Leger at Doncaster. Paul Dean’s Australia entire
was returning from a 571-day absence from the racetrack, following
two separate issues which prevented him from racing in the spring of
2020, and again in the autumn.

Prior to the race, Charlie Johnston said that the Further Flight
Stakes was ‘only a starting point and not the be-all and end-all’.  There
was also a little concern that the horse was considerably heavier than
when he had run at Doncaster.

Sir Ron Priestley, the winner of five of his seven races at three, was
one of six horses who went to post at Nottingham. Franny Norton
took the ride. Opponents included Raymond Tusk, winner of the Gran
Premio del Jockey Club Italiano (Group 2) and the Listed Glasgow
Stakes, and the progressive Ocean Wind, winner of the Cesarewitch
Trial last autumn.

From the outset, Sir Ron Priestley was sent into the lead by Franny.

He raced a little keenly in the early stages, where he was tracked by
Hiroshima. Laafy and Ocean Wind contested third and fourth, while
Raymond Tusk and Win O’Clock were held up in the rear.

Franny was content to let Sir Ron Priestley lead the way, ahead of
Hiroshima until well into the straight. Asked to quicken with three
furlongs to race, Sir Ron Priestley kept on well as Ocean Wind emerged
as the only real challenger. Striding clear in the final furlong, Franny
eased down the chestnut in the closing stages, and at the winning post
Sir Ron Priestley had scored by one and a half lengths from that rival,
with Raymond Tusk eight lengths back in third.

ONNECTIONS were delighted with this authoritative come-
back win. 

‘Sir Ron Priestley seemed in great order at home,’ Charlie
Johnston told the Klarion, ‘but he was very heavy compared to when
he ran in the St Leger 18 months ago, so we’re over the moon with him
and we can build to those better races now. 

‘I’m sure he would stay the Gold Cup trip as he has such a phenome-
nal attitude and his last furlong here was his best, but I don’t think he
needs extreme distances to run at the top level.’

Thanks to Sir Ron Priestley’s win, Johnston Racing joins the late
John Dunlop as the Leading Trainer in this race with three wins.

This was also a sixth career success for this talented horse, and his
third success over a mile and three-quarters. He holds two Group 2
entries in May; one is in the Jockey Club Stakes at Newmarket over a
mile and a half, and the other is in the Yorkshire Cup at York over a
mile and three-quarters. 
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As the Klarion went to press at the start of May Sir Ron was set to
take part in the first of those races, the Jockey Club Stakes on May 1,
and hopes were high that he would lift the £51,000 first prize. 


