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First ride, first win!
moved into top gear.

They hit the front ahead of Bosphorus

in the final furlong and kept on well under

a hands and heels ride to win by a head,

the pair drawing nearly four lengths clear

of the others.

As the race commentator put it: ‘It’s a

dream start.  His first winner on his first

ride’.

Jonny joined Johnston

Racing last May after

completing a four-week

course at the British Racing School in

Newmarket. He is the son of Ed and

Tanya Peate who run a successful pre-

training yard in Newmarket.

He couldn’t keep a broad smile off his

face as the filly was led into the winner’s

enclosure. Interviewed by Sky Racing’s

Robert Cooper, he was honest enough to

say the race hadn’t panned out as planned.

‘It wasn’t really the plan,’ he admitted. 

‘She missed the break, so I took her

over to the inside rail. She travelled

sweetly all the way round, and when I saw

a gap she went for it. I’m over the moon.’

OACHED by

Russ Kennemore,

Jonny said all the right

things in his post-race

interview, thanking

Mark and the

connections of the filly

for the ride.

It was certainly a

night Jonny will never

forget, and the KP 17

partners will be delighted

that Coupe de

Champagne is now on a

hat-trick. The filly

provided Johnston

Racing with its first

winner of the year when

landing a Lingfield

handicap on January 2.
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HERE CAN be no greater thrill

for any young jockey than to win

on their first ride.

So it was a moment to savour for 16-

year-old Jonny Peate when he flew from

last to first to win by a head on his

racecourse debut aboard Kingsley Park

17’s Coupe de Champagne at

Wolverhampton.

And what a ride it was!  The

Gleneagles filly was slow to break in

the apprentice handicap

over nine and a half

furlongs at

Wolverhampton on

January 29, and it seemed

her chance was lost at the

start.

But young Jonny,

claiming 7lb, was

composed enough to tack

across to the inside rail at

the back of the nine-

runner field and allow the

three-year-old to settle.

He sat there quietly

until the three-furlong

marker when he began to

weave through the field.

As they headed for the

final bend he was briefly

caught in traffic and had

to snatch up, but once

around the turn and into

the straight his filly Jonny Peate back at the yard with KP17’s Coupe De Champagne 
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