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OHNSTON RACING pulled off a stunning, unique

double when landing both the Musidora and Dante

Stakes at York, winning the two Classic trials within

35 minutes, writes JOHN SCANLON.

The two races are feature events and normally headline

separate days at York’s Dante Festival in May. The fact that both

races were to be run on the same day this year opened up the

unique possibility for jockeys and trainers to win both races on

the same day. 

The yard and evergreen jockey Franny Norton were able to

accomplish the feat, scooping the prizes with magnificent

performances from  Rose of Kildare and Thunderous.

The restrictions on racing imposed as a result of the

coronavirus pandemic have led to the summer of 2020 playing

host to the most unusual racing season since the Second World

War.

Attempts have been made to ‘rescue’ some of the gems of the

racing season which were lost when racing was shut down. So,

despite the fact that the primary purpose of the Musidora and the

Dante in being Classic trials was lost with the Oaks and Derby

being held on July 4, the Resumption of Racing Group decided

that York’s ‘trials’ should be run on July 9 ‘in order to ensure the

ongoing education of our top-class three-year-olds’.

The Musidora Stakes, a Group 3 event over an extended 10

furlongs, was established in 1961 and is generally regarded as the

leading trial for the Oaks. The race was named after Musidora,

the Yorkshire-trained winner of the 1,000 Guineas and Oaks in

1949. The Johnston stable won the 2005 renewal of the race with

Jon Shack’s Secret History, ridden by Joe Fanning.

HE Group 2 Dante Stakes was established slightly earlier

in 1958, and is run over the same distance as the

Musidora. A leading trial for the Derby, it too is named

after a prominent Yorkshire classic winner in Dante. Johnston

Racing landed the Dante in 2017, when Franny Norton guided

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed’s Permian to a win over Benbatl

and Crystal Ocean.

The admirable Rose of Kildare has been a revelation in her

career to date. Twice a Group 3 winner, she was a luckless third

in Dusseldorf’s German 1,000 Guineas before finishing third in

the Princess Elizabeth Stakes at Epsom.

At York, she was stepping up two furlongs in trip, and faced

five rivals including the unbeaten Camelot filly, Ricetta. Franny

Norton took the ride on Kingsley Park 14’s filly.

In the event, Rose of Kildare relished the longer trip. After

making the running, the Make Believe filly was headed by Dubai

Love with two furlongs to run. To her credit, she rallied, and

approaching the furlong pole she regained the lead, and then kept

on well to score by two and a half lengths from Albaflora, with

Ricetta half a length back in third.

“We left Germany very

frustrated,” a delighted Charlie

Johnston told the Klarion after the

race. 

“Rose of Kildare should have

won the German Guineas but she 
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was very unlucky. When the Epsom race cut up we felt we

had to run, as there was another good opportunity for black

type. But we left there kicking ourselves, thinking we

shouldn't have run because we knew she would improve for

a mile and a quarter and this was a good race for her. 

“But as we always say the clue is in the name,

racehorses are there for racing and with a four-day

turnaround she has won the Musidora.”

The fact that Rose of Kildare has shown she stays

a mile and a quarter further extends the options for

her connections. 

Thunderous won all three of his starts as a

juvenile, taking the Listed Denford Stakes at

Newbury on his final start. He reappeared

at Newmarket on June 27, chasing home

Volkan Star in the Listed Fairway

Stakes, the pair 12 lengths clear of the

third horse, Do You Love Me.

At York the Night of Thunder colt  --

owned by Highclere Thoroughbred

Racing, George Stubbs  --  faced just

five rivals, but they included the much

vaunted Highest Ground and Juan

Elcano, who finished fifth in the 2,000

Guineas. The Ballydoyle challenger

Cormorant set the pace, with Franny

Norton asking Thunderous to race close

behind the leader on his outer.

In the straight, Cormorant made a

bold bid to hold on to his lead. Highest

Ground then went to the front with a

little over a furlong to race, but Thunderous just kept running on

in the centre of the track and took the lead in the final strides.

At the post, Thunderous won by a neck from Highest Ground,

with Juan Elcano two lengths away

in third.

“Thunderous is a very laid back

horse and wouldn't work like a

Group 1/Group 2 horse at home,”

said Charlie Johnston after the race. 

“When it was announced the

Dante would fall on this date, we thought it was the perfect slot

for him and knew he wouldn't be ready in time for the Derby. We

went to Newmarket 70/80 per cent fit in the knowledge that race

would bring him forward and I still don't think you've seen the

finished article today. There is still a lot more to come and he's

very exciting; he's got a big future.”

ONNECTIONS will now ponder the next steps for

Thunderous, but a possible target is the York Stakes

back on the Knavesmire.

All in all, July 9, 2020, will go down as a unique, red-letter day

in the history of Johnston Racing; the time the yard won both the

leading trials for the Derby and Oaks, after both Epsom classics

had already been run, and on the same day.  

DOUBLE

e should have
man Guineas
very unlucky

C

Rose Of Kildare


