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F. I think ‘if’ is an important word which will determine

how much enjoyment each individual reader derives

from this new book on Britain’s highest-ever rated

racehorse, Frankel. 

Written by Simon Cooper, a fly fishing agent, chalkstream

conservationist and author who has enjoyed a lifelong

obsession with horse racing, the book is set to be published on

August 6.

First and foremost, if you are one of those people who are

already convinced that Frankel is the greatest thing since sliced

bread, this book is for you. You will delight in this almost

reverential look at the horses, people and places which figured

prominently in the career of the horse Cooper deems ‘the

greatest racehorse of all time’.

I

Cooper recounts, in great detail, the important

events in the breeding, early life and racing career

of the great horse. He is in no hurry to cut to the

chase of Frankel’s racing career. Indeed, his debut

race at Newmarket is not addressed in the first

100 pages of the book. Clearly, the author has

enjoyed privileged access to Banstead Manor,

Coolmore and Warren Place, and the section of

the book dealing with Frankel’s earliest days are

fascinating. 

If, on the other hand, you are not absolutely convinced that

Frankel is entitled to be crowned the greatest of all time,

perhaps because you respect the claims of the likes of Eclipse,

Ormonde, Winx, Man O’ War, Secretariat, Ribot, Sea Bird,

Nijinsky, Mill Reef, Sea The Stars, Phar Lap or Brigadier

Gerard, not to mention the ‘curve ball’ that was Arkle, then

you will be astonished to find that there is no attempt to

compare Frankel to any of these horses or to justify his

‘coronation’.

Additionally, the book claims to be not just about Frankel,

but about “the sport that made him.” In this respect, Cooper

disappoints. Rather than an exposition of the sport in detail, the

author gives his views on random aspects of racing in the

context of a section of the book which, in at times

inappropriately dismissive tones, deals with the fate of the

other runners who contested Frankel’s debut race at

Newmarket.

For example, Cooper deals with the career of Castlemorris

King in a segment headed: ‘The worst Derby runner ever?’

Not only did Castlemorris King not finish last in the Derby, he

won his next two starts at Wolverhampton and, having

switched to hurdling, went on to amass nine career wins.

Cooper was even more dismissive, in a sense, about Colour

Vision. While he does mention that the horse landed ‘six wins

including a Group 1 at Royal Ascot’, he chooses to focus on

the horse being gelded in a segment headed: ‘The cruellest

cut’. Not to mention specifically Colour Vision’s Sagaro

Stakes and Gold Cup wins strikes me as a deliberate attempt

to play down the significance of the achievements of these

other horses, and thus to further distinguish them from

Frankel.

In the section dealing with Dortmund, Cooper

acknowledges that “in racing all success is relative. It is not

only where you finish, but who you beat and who you are

beaten by.” He uses this to downgrade Dortmund’s subsequent

placings, but I wonder whether this pearl of wisdom might not

have led him to realise that Frankel’s achievements needed to

be viewed in a wider and more critical context. For example,

Frankel’s ‘race record’ in the book shows only the runner-up

in each of Frankel’s wins.  

HAT said, it’s important that as many people as

possible buy this book. Let me know whether you

agree with my reservations about it. In this day and

age, it is hugely difficult to secure a publisher for any book

about racing; this volume is published by a major, mainstream

publishing house and is beautifully produced. If we wish to

continue enjoying horse racing books of this quality, let’s

reward Harper Collins by supporting this project.

Book Review By John Scanlon

Frankel: The Greatest Racehorse of All

Time and the Sport That Made Him

Simon Cooper

Published by William Collins, London 2020 

T

GRÄFF CAPITAL MANAGEMENT

We understand the racehorse

community’s investment needs

Gräff Capital Management AG
Fraumünsterstrasse 13
8001 Zurich
Switzerland

ORIENTAL FOX
Queen Alexandra Stakes winner in 2015 & 2017

Tel: +41 (0)44 215 30 00
Fax: +41 (0)44 215 30 01

E: info@graffcapital.ch
www.graffcapital.ch

Multi Family Office

Specialists in asset management for private individuals


