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Kathleen Ferguson

T IS with great sadness that we have to inform readers that

Kathleen Ferguson, Deirdre’s mother, passed away on May

24 in Glasgow, after a short illness. She was 80.

Kathleen was born on August 6, 1939 to farming parents

named Fergusson, (with a double ‘s’), at Braendam Farm,

Thornhill in Stirlingshire. At 19, while training to be a nurse in

Stirling, she met the love of her life, Duncan Ferguson. Both had

attended the same high school, McLaren High in Callander, but

as Duncan was seven years older than her their paths had not

crossed during their schooldays.

Duncan and Kathleen were married on June 3, 1959.

Kathleen became an army wife near Aldershot in Hampshire,

where Duncan, who was later to carve out a distinguished career

as a consultant anaesthetist in Glasgow, was doing his national

service at the time. Their marriage was blessed by the arrival of

two daughters, first Donna and then Deirdre.

The couple settled in Bearsden, near Glasgow. When

Deirdre’s grandparents died, their house in Aberfoyle was

retained as a holiday home and the family would spend a month

there each summer. It was there that Deirdre met another

McLaren High School alumnus . . . a rather ‘wild’ young man

named Mark Johnston.

Kathleen and Duncan

were hugely supportive

of Mark and Deirdre and

of Mark’s attempts to

establish himself in

business as a trainer.

When the Johnstons

took their first steps in

training at Bank End

Stables, North

Somercotes in

Lincolnshire, they

provided the deposit on

the £50,000 price and

were on hand with huge amounts of moral, and physical,

support. This was not long after Kathleen had been diagnosed

with multiple sclerosis, a disease that attacks the body’s central

nervous system.

To support the fledgling Mark Johnston Racing, Kathleen

took ownership shares in numerous

horses. When the Johnstons moved

to Middleham and work had started

on the major renovations required

at Kingsley House, the Fergusons

stepped in again with financial

support when a hiccup occurred in

the financing of the operation at a

crucial time. Kathleen had complete

faith in Mark and Deirdre’s ability

to succeed in their new venture.

Although a farmer’s daughter,

Kathleen had not had any close

dealings with horses. Yet she fell in

love with racing. She described

herself as Mark’s biggest fan, and

watched practically all the yard’s

runners. Never one to allow her MS to hold her back, Kathleen

was a regular visitor to Middleham and to the races. She made

many good friends amongst Mark and Deirdre’s owners, and

when Deirdre was representing the stable at the Scottish tracks,

she would often stay  over in Bearsden and take Kathleen along

to the races.

Mark recalls fondly that, while studying at the University of

Glasgow Veterinary School during the late 1970s and 1980s,

Kathleen fed significant numbers of his fellow students.

“Kathleen was one of the most hospitable people I ever met,”

Mark told the Klarion. 

“Her house was open to anyone and everyone who called.”

One of the family’s happiest memories of Kathleen will be

the afternoon in May of last year when they took a box at

Hamilton races and invited 18 guests to celebrate Kathleen and

Duncan’s diamond wedding anniversary. The guests of honour

had a wonderful time, helped by the fact that not only did the

yard’s Rose of Kildare and Charles Kingsley both win, but

Creek Island won the race sponsored in honour of the happy

couple, the ‘Duncan and Kathleen Diamond Anniversary

Handicap’. That meant Kathleen got the opportunity to present

the prize to Joe Fanning, one of her favourite jockeys.

People who were fortunate enough to meet Kathleen and to

get to know her will doubtless attest to her warm, welcoming

personality. A smile was never far from her lips and she was

always good company, notwithstanding the difficulties she had

to suffer in later years through her MS.

She will be sadly missed and everyone at Johnston Racing

will want to send their heartfelt condolences to Duncan, to

Donna and her husband Colin, and to Deirdre, Mark, and to

Kathleen’s grandsons Charlie and Angus, of whom she was

hugely proud.
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