
EMMA HOGG is assistant trainer at Micky

Hammond Racing, based in Middleham. She has

spent her entire career in racing at Mick’s yard,

joining as a raw recruit from racing school in 1998 and

working her way up to her current position.

Assisted by her brother-in-law Jamie, she has written a

unique account of the world of horse-racing from the

perspective of those whole look after the real stars of the

sport – the horses.

Having captured the Leadership Award and the

prestigious Employee of the Year prize at the Godolphin

Stud and Stable Staff Awards in 2016, Gemma is arguably

ideally placed to write a ‘warts and all’

account of life in a busy racing yard. 

For those of you wondering what

everyday life is like for those working in

the racing industry in Middleham, this

book delivers at every level, and while

Gemma is complimentary about the

beauty of the Yorkshire Dales – ‘a little

piece of heaven’ – she leaves the reader in

no doubt about the joys of riding out on

Middleham Moor in Arctic conditions.

Gemma’s passion for horses leaps up

out of almost every page, and it’s easy to see why she has

not only chosen to make working with horses her career, but

has been so successful within the industry.

The book is full of anecdotes about stable life, often

liberally sprinkled with the colourful language many within

the industry employ, and manages to be funny, frank and

entertaining all at the same time. It strikes me that it might

become essential reading for youngsters considering a

career in racing, or for parents wondering whether to

encourage a teenage child who is set on a career working

with horses to follow their dreams.
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