
SPIDER GOES RACING

WITH PILOT MARK!

The most recent winner of the Employee of the Quarter
award, John ‘Spider’ Nicholson, enjoyed his prize of a trip to
the races with Mark last month.

On a hot and sunny evening on June 29, Spider was able to
relax at Chester races as if he were an owner rather than a
member of staff. He was flown to the track aboard Mark’s
light aircraft, piloted by Mark. 

He watched three of the yard’s runners in action, and
although none of them managed to win, two of them, Axel
Jacklin and Angelina D’Or, finished third.

The tropical conditions contrasted sharply with the worst
of the winter weather which saw Spider scoop the reward for
his dedication to the welfare of the yard’s horses affected by
the bitter cold, when he had to deal with iced-over water
buckets and frozen outdoor taps. Spider is a night man at
Kingsley Park, and in that role his duties are to feed the
horses, deal with any problems and get things ready for the
following morning’s work.

Spider, who is originally from Richmond but now lives in
Middleham, has been part of the team since June 2013.

Mark and Spider before take-off

Spider and travelling manager Calvin
McCormack at Chester

HE latest winner of
Kingsley Park’s Employee
of the Quarter prize is

groom rider and highly respected
member of our staff team, Paddy
Trainor.

Paddy, 37,  joined the team in
March 1999 and is often selected to
lead up the yard’s horses at many of
the more important meetings during
the season, where his job is to ensure
that Kingsley Park’s runners are able
to perform to the best of their ability
when they appear on the racecourse.
Paddy takes huge pride in his job
and derives enormous satisfaction
from seeing our horses run well. 

His ‘larger-than-life’ personality
and broad smile make him the
perfect ambassador for the yard at
the racetrack, and when interviewed

after big race successes, Paddy is
always the first to credit members of
the staff team back in Middleham
for their contribution to the
preparation of the horses.

Owner Barbara Richmond took
time out to contact Mark after
watching Luke Harvey’s interview
with Paddy as part of ITV’s
coverage at York. 

“The interview by Luke Harvey
with Paddy coming in to the
winner’s enclosure was
heartwarming,” she wrote. 

“What an advert for the yard. I
don’t know how you decide your
Employee of the Quarter, but he has
been fantastic with our horses
recently. A great advocate for the
yard.”

Paddy’s positive outlook has a

huge influence on the ethos of the
yard and its team of staff, as his
enthusiasm knows no bounds. He
interacts with the public on the
racecourse, and his respectful and
cheerful disposition means that he is
not only an asset to the yard and a
credit to Johnston Racing, but also a
tremendous advert for the racing
industry itself.  

Paddy will receive a prize of 200
staff points and a day at the races
with Mark, when he will be treated
as if he were an owner. 

Thanks to our award sponsors, the
renowned Wensleydale Heifer, an
award-winning boutique hotel and
seafood restaurant in West Witton,
near Leyburn, Paddy will also be
treated to dinner for two at their
expense.

Paddy’s our winner!
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