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“The horse has always been special to
us, having trained his mother
(Attraction). I'm just so pleased for the
horse, as much as anything. Hopefully
he's now going to get some of the credit
he deserves, because he is a very good
horse - and this year he had strung
together four really solid efforts. He
looked a million dollars in the pre-parade
ring, and he’s much tighter and harder
than he was as a three-year-old.”
“From three to four he’s really

improved, and he probably deserves a
shot at the highest level again. That said,
this was a major target for the year and
he’s delivered, so we’re over the moon
with this win.”

Elarqam ran in the race last year as a
three-year-old, leading for most of the
extended 10-furlong trip before being
headed in the closing stages to finish
third behind Thundering Blue.
Unfortunately, the horse raced only once
more last season having sustained an
injury.
Since making his seasonal debut at

Newmarket in April, Elarqam has strung
together some excellent efforts. At
Goodwood, he won the Listed Festival
Stakes, a performance which booked his
place on the yard’s Royal Ascot team.
There he ran very creditably in the Listed
Wolferton Stakes, bursting to the head of
affairs a furlong out before being
overhauled by Addeybb. A further Listed
win was added on July 5 when Elarqam
took the Gala Stakes at Sandown.

IM CROWLEY took the ride
there, with the four-year-old
being penalised three pounds for

his previous Listed win. Sent to
challenge the leaders in the penultimate
furlong, Elarqam quickly took the
measure of Royal Line, but then had to
see off the late challenges of Extra

HE beautifully bred
Elarqam showed he was
back to his best with
two super wins in July,
following up a Listed

success at Sandown with a highly
impressive victory in a Group 2 at York.
The four-year-old is by the superstar

Frankel and out of Mark Johnston’s
legendary Classic winner Attraction.
Having won his only two races as a
juvenile he looked set for great things.
The following year he was fourth, beaten
only two and a quarter lengths in the
2,000 Guineas, but then appeared to go
off the boil.
This year, however, he has returned to

winning ways in great style, taking two
Listed races and finishing third in the
Listed Wolferton Stakes at Royal Ascot,
before scoring a comfortable victory in
the Group 2 York Stakes on the
Knavesmire on July 27.

Comfortable
The York race was established in

2006, replacing the Scottish Derby at Ayr
in the racing programme, and it has
enjoyed Group 2 status since its
inception. Elarqam was ridden by Dane
O’Neill, second retained jockey to his
owner, Hamdan al Maktoum. 
Knight To Behold was sent into the

lead, while Forest Ranger and Elarqam
disputed second. Striking the front with
two furlongs to race, Elarqam was a
length clear at the furlong pole.  He
stayed on so strongly that he ran out a
comfortable winner, scoring by three and
a quarter lengths from Addeybb, who
had beaten Elarqam at Royal Ascot.
A delighted Charlie Johnston

welcomed Elarqam back to the winner’s
enclosure, saying: “This win is quite
emotional in many ways.

T

J

Elusive and First Nation. He did so
relatively comfortably, the distances
being a head and a length.
In comments that could now be

viewed as somewhat prescient,
Mark said after that race:
"We think he is getting a bit
better for racing.
“He had time off after

the injury and is not the
kind of horse to
benefit from that as
he tends to get
stuffy, fat and lazy. He
is better for a bit more
racing. He doesn't change gear
quickly, but when things are going
wrong he has got the class to get
out of it.”

EXCELLENT, ELAR
Pedigree triumphs, says John Scanlon
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