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T was with great sadness that all at Johnston Racing
learned of the death of Guy Innes-Ker, Duke of
Roxburghe, on August 29.

He died peacefully at his ancestral home of Floors Castle,
near Kelso, at the age of 64 after a lengthy battle with cancer
of the oesophagus, an illness which his family said he had
fought with ‘great courage and determination’. 

Guy David Innes-Ker was born on November 18, 1954.
His parents were George Innes-Ker, the 9th Duke of
Roxburghe and his second wife, Margaret McConnel.

As Marquess of Bowmont and Cessford, he was educated
at Eton College and Magdalene College, Cambridge, where
he studied Land Economy. He then attended the Royal
Military Academy at Sandhurst, where he was awarded the
Sword of Honour in 1974. This is an award made by the
Commandant of the Academy to the best overall British
Army Officer Cadet in each course. In the same year, he took
up a commission as a Lieutenant in the Blues and Royals.

On September 26 in that same year, he succeeded his
father and became the 10th Duke of Roxburghe. Happily for
those of us involved in horse racing, he shared his father’s
passion for racehorses, and became a hugely successful
owner/breeder.

But it was with the dual Classic winner Attraction, trained
by Mark Johnston, that the duke will be best remembered in
racing. Rejected by Doncaster Bloodstock Sales because of
her imperfect forelegs, the filly was sent to Mark in
Middleham and set out on a brilliant racing career.

She became the first filly to land the English and Irish
1,000 Guineas double in 2004 and won five Group 1 races in

all.  She was the highlight of the duke’s racing achievements
and he often spoke of the sheer joy he felt in watching the
filly’s career unfold. 

She really was the horse of a lifetime for the duke, winning
the Hilary Needler, Queen Mary and Cherry Hinton in 2003
at two before adding the 1,000 Guineas, Irish 1,000 Guineas,
Coronation Stakes and Sun Chariot at three and the Matron
Stakes the following year. She won 10 times from 15 starts,
with half of those victories coming at Group 1 level. 

Mark said of the duke’s death: "Although we knew this
was coming, it's still very sad. It's the end of an era. He
played a huge part in my career.

"It didn't matter if it was a Group 1 or a maiden, he loved
winning and in that sense was a man after my own heart. He
liked all the wins, it didn't matter how big or small.

"I've always said Attraction was the horse I got most
pleasure out of training, because there were many stages
where we could have called it a day and retired her from
racing.

"Almost from the day she won the Hilary Needler, the
duke's attitude when he was talking to the jockey before the
race was 'go out there and enjoy it as everything from now on
is a bonus'.

"She was a tremendous horse to be associated with, and
the duke being her owner was a big part of that."

After being retired from racing, as a broodmare Attraction
also played a huge part in the development of the duke’s
Floors Stud, thanks to her exciting progeny, perhaps the best
of which to date is the exciting, Frankel-sired Elarqam.

The duke served racing as chairman of the National Stud
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and a director of Kelso racecourse. He was a keen golfer and
a passionate fisherman, and he is credited with having made
a huge contribution to fisheries management on the River
Tweed.

He was also a successful businessman, who not only built
up the Roxburghe Estates and turned Floors Castle and
Gardens into one of Scotland’s leading tourist attractions, but
he was also a driving force in the modernisation of land
ownership in Scotland.

E is survived by his wife Virginia, the Duchess of
Roxburghe, by his five children Rosie, Charles,
Ted, Bella and George, and by his five

grandchildren. The duke's eldest son, Charles, the Marquis of
Bowmont, will succeed his father as the 11th Duke of
Roxburghe.

"His family meant so much to him and he was always
there to offer love, guidance and support,” the family said in
a statement.

"He really was a Corinthian figure who was a great
sportsman, a passionate fisherman who made a huge
contribution to fisheries management on the River Tweed and
a successful businessman who modernised and turned
Roxburghe Estates into the successful business it is today.

The thoughts of all at Kingsley Park are with his family.
There will be a private family funeral and a memorial service
to be announced in due course.
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The Duke and family members after Attraction’s Guineas win at Newmarket in 2004. 

From left: George, the Duke and Duchess, Kevin Darley, Bella, Rosie and Ted
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The Duke walks to the winner’s enclosure alongside 

Attraction and Kevin Darley at Newmarket


