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OMMUNIQUE became Mark
Johnston’s third winner of the
Group 2 Jockey Club Stakes
when recording a pillar-to-post
victory in the hands of Silvestre

de Sousa at Newmarket on May 4.
The Jockey Club Stakes was introduced by

the Jockey Club in 1894 and was originally
run in the autumn. The mile and a half event
was switched to the spring in 1962, and was
won in 2010 by Alan Spence’s Jukebox Jury
and in 2013 by Abdulla Al Mansoori’s
Universal.

This year’s renewal of the race saw a select
field of seven go to post. Coronet, a dual
Group 2 winner who has been placed in
Group 1 company on no fewer than seven
occasions, six of them over a mile and a half,
understandably headed the market. Last
year’s winner Defoe was next best, with triple
Group 3 winner Young Rascal also being well
supported.

In addition to Sheikh Hamdan bin
Mohammed’s Communique, Johnston Racing
also ran the same owner’s Mildenberger, who
finished second to Roaring Lion in last year’s
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Groom Savroop Singh and

Silvestre de Sousa are all

smiles after Communique’s win

Dante Stakes at York. The Teofilo colt was
the mount of William Buick.

Having landed four wins in top-class
handicaps in 2018, Communique then won
the Listed Godolphin Stakes at Newmarket at
the end of last September before just losing
out in the Group 3 Cumberland Lodge Stakes
at Ascot. At Newmarket, the son of
Casamento was racing for the first time in
Group 2 company.

Sent into the lead from the outset by
Silvestre, Communique controlled the race
from the front. It was clear half a mile from
home that he was still travelling strongly, and
although Defoe mounted a late challenge
under David Egan, Communique kept on well
to score by one and a quarter lengths from
Defoe, with Mildenberger running well to
finish third, two and a quarter lengths further
back.

Mark was delighted with both horses. 
“Communique clearly wasn’t going too fast

in front but they’ve given him six lengths,”
he commented. 

“All last year I said he was a Group horse
and he was here to try to win the race. That’s
what he has done.” 

Communique is out of the Prestige Stakes
and May Hill Stakes winner Midnight Line,
by Kris S, who later won the Grade 2 Long
Island Handicap over a mile and a half at
Aqueduct. 


