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OUR BEST wishes go to the following members of the
Johnston Racing team who celebrate birthdays this
November.

2nd: Chelsie Butler, 21 (Groom Rider)

3rd: David Jones, 52 (Part-time horsebox driver)

7th: Amy Brooks, 28 (Part-time rider)

7th: James Fenney, 56 (Groom)

11th: Ruth Burne, 45 (Racing secretary)

13th: Aiden Redpath, 17 (Apprentice jockey)

14th: Gemma Wood, 38 (Groom)

18th: Aiden Smithies, 20 (Apprentice jockey)

19th: Christina Breslin, 23 (Groom)

19th: Andrew Breslin, 23 (Apprentice jockey)

23rd: Neil Hodgson, 57 (Groom)

24th: Lee Shaw, 39 (Groom)

26th: Rachel Fox-Barnett, 50 (Assistant Yard Manager)

27th: Megan Graham, 21 (Groom Rider)

28th: Robina Robinson, 56 (Cleaner)

Happy Birthday to them!

UEL is the latest book by author Paul Mathieu. Readers
may well be familiar with his work from his previous forays
into racing history, in “The Druid’s Lodge Confederacy”,
“The Masters of Manton” and “Beckhampton”.

Like his previous books, Duel is painstakingly researched and tells the
tale of how Lady Florence Paget eloped with the Fourth Marquis of
Hastings, Henry Weysford Charles Plantagenet Rawdon-Hastings, on
the eve of her wedding to Henry Chaplin, later Viscount Chaplin.

It sets out in great detail not only the lives of the main protagonists in
the story, but also discusses many of the main players on the Victorian
racing scene - the Day family, Captain James Machell, William Douglas-
Hamilton, the 11th Duke of Hamilton and the rascally Henry Padwick,
to name but a few.

The paths of Hastings and Chaplin first crossed when they overlapped
by a term at Christ Church in Oxford. Old Etonian Hastings and old
Harrovian Chaplin were set to become rivals, not only for the hand of
‘the Pocket Venus’ but also in the pursuit of glory on the racecourse.

The jilted Chaplin set out to compete with Hastings on the racing
front, and the latter suffered huge losses when Chaplin’s Hermit landed
the 1867 renewal of the Derby.

Hastings died at the tender age of 26, his life ruined by drink and
reckless gambling. Mathieu has been able to uncover many of the details
of his ridiculous gambling, and, in that sense, the launch of the book is
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well-timed for, as racing journalist Marcus Armytage wrote
recently, “gambling is becoming the new smoking as far as
Parliament are concerned.”

As a native of the Lanarkshire town of Hamilton, I
learned something from the book about Hamilton Palace,
the former seat of the Dukes of Hamilton which was
destroyed by subsidence in the 1920s. I had no idea that the
sale of the contents carried out in 1882 contained such
precious works of art. 

However, my Hamilton heritage and legal training helped me to spot
two minor errors in the text. Hamilton Palace was indeed in Hamilton
(a mile or 10 furlongs to the right as one looks out of the Hamilton Park
grandstand on to the racecourse) in Lanarkshire and not in Ayrshire;
and Scotland’s highest civil court is the Court of Session and not Court
of Sessions. In this latter respect, Mathieu should not reproach himself
unduly as, in these Brexit-dominated times, the English media as a whole
has struggled with that nomenclature recently.

In addition to the fascinating tale itself, the book contains an
extensive bibliography and a detailed and helpful index. It is surely a
‘must read’ for anyone with an interest in the history of the British turf,
or alternatively anyone looking for a cautionary tale about the evils of
betting! 

Book Reviews By John Scanlon

Duel: How Lord Hastings Stole 

‘The Pocket Venus’ and How Her Fiancé

Was Avenged

Paul Mathieu

Write First Time Limited

The Racing Post Quiz Book
Mart Matthews

Racing Post Betting Guide

ed.Tom Park 

Racing Post Books

Anyone looking for a Christmas present for the racing fan in their lives
would do well to consider purchasing these excellent books.

Mart Matthews, clearly a man of many talents, has assembled a
fascinating little book containing, literally, 1,000 questions on
horseracing. These are arranged into 100 individual quizzes, each
containing 10 questions on a particular theme.

The themes range from horses in literature, art or classical music, to
top trainers, jockeys, cryptic Classic winners and French jockeys.

With an entertaining foreword by Richard Hoiles and a reworking of
Rudyard Kipling’s If, featuring the couplet: “If you’ve ever done holiday
planning, Based on winnings from Joe Fanning”, this is a fun book which
will entertain and inform in equal measure.

***********************
Similarly, I found the Betting Guide a fascinating read. The first thing to
say is that it contains not just pointers about betting on racing, but there
is a huge section on football and extensive material on sports betting
generally. 

If you want to navigate the murky waters of ‘related contingencies’,
this guide will help you chart a course. Similarly, if you are keen to know
which clay courts on the tennis circuit are the least slow, and why, look
no further than this book. 

Beautifully produced, and packed with colour photographs on a wide
variety of sports (there’s a smashing action shot of Visinari), this volume
will be a source of valuable information and advice to anyone who
approaches betting on sports seriously.


