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OOKING at the website of the Injured Jockeys Fund
(www.injuredjockeys.co.uk) the other day, I came across
some sobering jockey statistics. On average, in racing over

obstacles, there is one fall in every 16 rides.  Eighteen percent of those
falls results in an injury to the jockey, which averages out at one injury
in every 83 rides.

On the Flat, the averages are one fall in every 240 rides, 40% of falls
resulting in an injury, and one injury in every 594 rides.

It’s understandable, therefore, that jockeys, and especially National
Hunt jockeys, are regarded as some of the bravest sports people on the
planet, and it’s equally understandable that, as the vast majority of
jockeys are self-employed, that over time some mechanism would have
had to have been devised to look after those injured in the course of
their work.

In his new book, “Fearless”, Chris Pitt, author of ‘A Long Time
Gone’ and ‘Go Down To The Beaten’, recalls the life and times of the
champion jump jockey Tim Brookshaw.

On Wednesday December 4, 1963, Tim Brookshaw lined up at the
start of the Holly Handicap Hurdle at Aintree, set to ride Lucky Dora,
a mare trained by Ken Oliver who was to start at odds of 20/1.
Although he had already won two races on the mare, Brookshaw was
wary of her and warned his fellow jockeys, in colourful terms, not to be
tempted to follow her.

At the fifth flight of hurdles, the mare ‘put her ears back, jinked
sharply to the left and crashed through the wings of the hurdle.’
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Brookshaw sustained a horrific fall, breaking his back.
Some four months later, the popular Irish jockey, Paddy

Farrell, lined up in the Grand National on the same course,
ready to ride Border Flight. It had already been a day tinged
with tragedy; a small plane had crashed on the course near
the Canal Turn, and five people had lost their lives.

Travelling well enough for his jockey, Border Flight was
racing in midfield as the field approached The Chair. The

horse failed to take off, ploughing straight through the obstacle.
Farrell was catapulted over the huge fence, and broke his back in the
fall.

John Lawrence, the leading amateur rider and journalist, later Lord
Oaksey, wrote to the Sporting Life, launching an appeal fund to assist
both Tim Brookshaw and Farrell. His efforts, and those of others
whose contributions are recounted in this book, led to the
establishment of the Injured Jockeys Fund.

Chris Pitt has done an excellent job of painting a picture of
Brookshaw as a determined, uncompromising horseman, who made a
remarkable recovery from his fall.

Brookshaw’s amazing horsemanship saw him finish second on
Wyndburgh to Oxo in the 1959 Grand National, despite his stirrup
iron breaking as the horse jumped Becher’s second time round. He rode
for around a mile, jumping eight fences, without irons, only losing out
by a length and a half.

Pitt’s narrative of Brookshaw’s life suggests that here was another
talented jockey who found it easier at times to get on with his equine
companions than the people closest to him.

A well-researched volume, the book contains many photographs of
Brookshaw, both in action and away from the racecourse. Priced at
£14.95, it is available through the ‘Shop’ section of the Racing Post
and also through the IJF website.
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IMED, as it is, to arrive on our doorsteps during the
weeks immediately preceding the onset of the Flat turf
season, the publication of the latest Timeform Racehorses

annual is designed to heighten the anticipation of the events that lie
ahead on the racecourses of Britain.

The desperately sad and unusual circumstances in which we find
ourselves this Spring have, to a large extent, dissipated that
excitement but, as ever, the Racehorses annual does not disappoint in
its principal task of recording and analysing the events of the racing
year of 2019.

The introduction to the annual is particularly thought-provoking.
It begins by charting many of the issues facing racing at what is
perceived by many to be a challenging time – reductions in revenue,
pitiful prize-money levels, changing social attitudes to gambling and
worries over welfare – and urges racing’s administrators to do more
to ‘protect the brand’ and to embrace a more proactive role in
educating the public.

Criticism is properly aimed at those who have contributed to the
way racing is currently promoted, at British Champions’ Day and in
particular to the in-season British Champions’ Series (“which limps

on, but is withering”) and to the ailing St Leger Festival.
It’s hard-hitting stuff and one hopes that those responsible
will take Timeform’s criticisms to heart and reflect on what
might be done to improve matters.

Of course, the essential part of the publication concerns
the horses themselves. The annual contains photographs,
commentaries and analysis of the performances of over
11,000 racehorses, including every horse which ran on the

Flat in Britain throughout last year. Its 1,216 pages are packed with
vital information, constituting a unique record of the racing year
which will form an essential point of reference for everyone with a
serious interest in British horse racing.

There is also an extended section on the top races abroad, as well as
a wealth of both posed portraits of the leading horses and of images
from racecourses at home and abroad.

My only complaint is that there is not even more detailed analysis to
savour. Wearing my Johnston Racing hat, it’s hard not to be
disappointed that neither the efforts of Sir Ron Priestley nor Nayef
Road, both Group winners and second and third-placed in the St
Leger respectively, warrant an extended entry or essay on the horses in
the annual, and, frankly, I’m incredulous that there is no essay on
Raffle Prize, a filly who has done very little wrong in her racing career
to date, winning at Royal Ascot, landing two Group 2 wins and losing
only narrowly in one of Europe’s most prestigious juvenile races.

Worth every penny of its price, Racehorses of 2019 is an essential
addition to any racing library worth its salt.
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