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OR many of us who prefer Flat racing to National Hunt, one
of the perennial fascinations of the sport is the annual arrival
of a new wave of participants, the two-year-olds. writes

JOHN SCANLON. 
Better still, in some ways, is the way that the new generation is

gradually released on to the racing scene.
Precociously bred youngsters, by sprinters out of sprinters, or those

with early foaling dates, appear early in the season and race over the
minimum trip; others are bred to come into their own as they mature.
They appear in the late summer, with astute handlers seeking to
introduce them to the racecourse as part of their overall education.
Horses bred to stay appear in the autumn, some running over as far as a
mile and a quarter. 

Some trainers are renowned for their prowess with juveniles. Many
of our readers will remember how Jack Berry campaigned his juveniles,
searching out winners from the Brocklesby Stakes onwards. Others are
in no hurry to release their protégés on to the racecourse, using their
juvenile seasons as a precursor to more ambitious racing programmes
at three and up.

For many years, those of us who were keen to learn about each new

F

generation of horses were fortunate that the late Steve
Taplin produced an annual work of reference to introduce
the new ‘players’. Alas, Steve passed away last September,
potentially leaving a huge gap in the information available
to racing fans on the new juveniles and their breeding.

So, we all owe Dan Briden and Marten Julian a huge
debt of thanks for stepping into the breach and providing
us with this, the first Two-Year-Old Guide. The book

contains the thoughts of 60 racing professionals on the prospects of
around 500 juveniles of 2020, at home, in Ireland and in France.

The current pandemic must have seriously hampered the author in
collecting his information. Fortunately, participants were willing to
pass on information by phone and email, and the result is a well-
structured and informative book which will greatly assist readers in
assessing the prospects of the horses, both in the short and the longer
term.

While similar to the Taplin volumes in some ways (the principal
information for each horse and the way it is presented, for instance),
the guide has some important differences (there is no attempt to suggest
a list of the potential Top 50 or to identify trainers’ bargain buys). One
welcome addition is that, at the end of each trainer section, Marten
Julian adds his own thoughts, often with insights drawn from his past
recollections of the sires, mares or families of the featured horses.

This is a decent first effort at bringing a huge amount of information
together quickly to tell us all more about the new juveniles. This is a
season like no other, but Dan Briden is to be thanked for ensuring we
have a reliable and accessible point of reference about the potential of
the two-year-olds of 2020.
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