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Middleham Open Day

Once again we are delighted to

announce that Johnston Racing will

participate in the traditional Middleham

Open Day. The event, organised by

Racing Welfare and sponsored by ARC

Racing & Leisure Group, will take

place on Good Friday, April 7, 2023.

The event gives those interested in

racing a unique chance to look behind

the scenes in Middleham, while

simultaneously helping Racing Welfare

raise much-needed funds to support

their excellent work in assisting those

involved in the racing industry. In

addition to looking round our own

Kingsley House and Warwick House

yards, visitors will have the opportunity

to visit some of the historic yards in and

around Middleham, including former

Johnston Racing vet Neil Mechie’s new

set-up in the Dante yard.

The racing yards around the village

will be open from 9.30am until 1.00pm,

and we expect that the equine pool

within Kingsley House will once again

prove extremely popular with visitors.

In the afternoon, for those who

choose not to go on to the All-Weather

Championships Finals card at

Newcastle, there will be a programme

of activities on the Low Moor which is

likely to include an inter-yard staff

challenge and a dog show. Under-16s go

free, and early bird tickets, as well as

up-to-date information and full details

of the event can be found at

www.middlehamopenday.co.uk.

Importantly, the event will raise vital

funds for organisers Racing Welfare,

who provide a wide range of advice and

support services for people working in

or retired from racing, without whom

our sport would not be possible. 

In 2022, Racing Welfare supported

226 individuals in the Middleham area

and 575 individuals throughout the

north. The charity provided a total of

3,037 instances of support across the

region over the course of the year.

It promises to be a fun day for a good

cause and we look forward to

welcoming visitors old and new to the

yard.

********

Flat season opener

The turf Flat season is set to get

underway at Doncaster on April 1 with

the traditional opener, the Brocklesby

Conditions Stakes, being the first race

on the card. This race, the first juvenile

event of the season, has been won twice

by Johnston Racing, through Ravenhoe

and The Last Lion.

Indeed, the latter winner, owned by

John Brown and Megan Dennis, was the

last Brocklesby winner to go on to score

at Group 1 level.

It will take a special horse to match

the winner of the 1888 renewal of the

race, Donovan, however. The Duke of

Portland’s Galopin colt won by two

lengths from Poem and went on to win

both the Derby and St Leger in 1889!

********

Joe’s back

Everyone at Kingsley Park was

delighted to see Joe Fanning back in the

saddle last month.

Joe, 52, had been

out of action for

seven months after

fracturing his left

shoulder in two

places in a fall at

Musselburgh last

July. His first

racecourse ride

came at Southwell on February 17,

when he partnered the three-year-old

Sax Appeal in a restricted novice event.

Joe gave the Saxon Warrior colt an

excellent ride, finishing second of 12 in

a competitive event.

Second only to Frankie Dettori

among current licence holders in terms

of winners, Joe will hopefully soon be

adding to his appreciable total of 2,737

career winners to date.

********

Prime Minister 
name-checks Paddy!

Guests at the Thoroughbred Industry

Awards Dinner at York racecourse on

February 20 were surprised to receive a

pre-recorded video message from Prime

Minister Rishi Sunak. As MP for the

Richmond constituency, which includes

Middleham and Catterick racecourse,

the PM was keen to acknowledge the

valuable contribution racing makes to

the British economy and to support

those nominated for the awards.

Last year’s Employee of the Year, our

own irrepressible Paddy Trainor, who

was one of the judges this year, was

delighted when he was mentioned by

name by the Prime Minister, who said

he hoped there would be further

Middleham success to follow up

Paddy’s 2022 triumph!
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