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ITH EFFECT from

January 1, the training

partnership of Charlie

and Mark Johnston

ceased to exist and horses under the care of

Johnston Racing will now be trained under

a licence solely in the name of Charlie

Johnston, writes John Scanlon.

This means that Mark Johnston, who

first held a licence to train in February

1987, and who has gone on to become the

winningmost trainer in the history of the

British turf, will no longer hold a training

licence on his own account. However, in

all other respects, it will be ‘business as

usual’ for the remarkable operation which

Johnston Racing has developed from its

base in Middleham.

In particular, it is important to stress that

both Mark and Deirdre will continue to

work full-time in the business and will

devote themselves to fulfilling the same

roles they have played in recent years.

They are at pains to point out that owners

can continue to expect the same level of

service and attention to detail to which they

have become accustomed.

N June 2020, shortly after the

resumption of racing after the

pandemic, Mark told the Racing Post

of his desire to share a training licence with

his eldest son, Charlie.  Acknowledging

that Charlie was playing an ever-increasing

role within the business, Mark explained

the reasoning behind his thinking. 

‘He (Charlie) has for a couple of years

been doing an increasing amount of the

work,’ he said.

‘He plans the gallops and everybody’s

seen he’s been well to the fore doing a lot

of it and taking a lot of the pressure off me,

and luckily as we’ve seen over the last

couple of seasons the results certainly

haven’t been affected – and if they have,

it’s been positively.’

At that stage, Charlie still had some

BHA training modules to take before a

joint licence could become a reality; those

modules were duly slotted into his

workload, no small feat when so busy with

training racehorses and attending

bloodstock sales, and the joint licence

became a reality at the beginning of last

year. With upwards of 175 winners and a

Group 1 victory in the bag for 2022, it’s

clear that the training partnership was a

resounding success.

And why wouldn’t it be? Anyone who

knows Charlie will appreciate that, from

the earliest of ages, he has been steeped in,

and has developed a passion for and deep

understanding of, the sport of racing.

Learning to read from the pages of the

Racing Post, party to endless discussions

over the breakfast table about running

plans, performances  and entries, riding out

with the string from an early age, rubbing

shoulders with eminent jockeys, owners

and other trainers at home and on the

racecourse and displaying his talents as a

sound reader of the form book in early

appearances on television, racing is in his

blood and, indeed, every fibre of his being.

Like his father, he is driven and, in the

nicest sense of the word, opinionated. To

see them both engaged in discussing

running plans, or sifting the juveniles into

some sort of a pecking order early in the

year, is to witness two consummate

professionals bouncing ideas off one

another. Each respects the opinion of the

other, but this doesn’t prevent heated and

lively debate between the two. With such

drive, knowledge and training talent, the

partnership was bound to succeed, and it

has.

But Mark has always had in mind the

inevitability of a change to a sole licence at

some point in the future. 

‘While the training partnership has

served a purpose and we have enjoyed

another excellent season on the track,’ he

told the Klarion, ‘we have felt that

Charlie’s achievements have not been fully

recognised and we now feel that there is

nothing to gain by further delaying the

change.’ 

OHNSTON Racing’s success in

developing its staff, facilities and

principles means that this transition

can be approached with confidence. In

addition to the continuing guidance and

support of his parents, Charlie is

surrounded by experienced highly-trained

staff, led by Assistant Trainers Andrew

Bottomley, Hayley Kelly and Jock Bennett.

And as Mark points out in this month’s

Straight Talking, Johnston Racing has

always recognised the importance of

change and the need never to stand still.

An exciting new chapter in the history

of Johnston Racing awaits. 

Now Charlie

is sole name

on licence
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