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LL AT Kingsley Park
were saddened to hear
of the death of Graham
Charlton, a member
over the years of
several of the Kingsley

Park partnerships. He was 68.
Graham, of Leamington Spa, played

a major role in assisting Robin
Holleyhead with his book ‘The Golden
Partnership’ about Kingsley Park 10.
Here Robin remembers and pays tribute
to his friend, whose funeral will be held
on December 15 at Oakley Wood
Crematorium in Leamington Spa: 

Graham  was a retired forensic scientist

who spent his working life in the

investigation of the causes of fires and

explosions. 

Initially he was with the now

disbanded Home Office Forensic

Science Service, but spent most of his

career at the engineering and scientific

investigators, Dr J H Burgoyne and

Partners. His ability as an investigator

and the quality of his technical reports

were highly regarded. 

Born in December 1953 in Wallsend,

on Tyneside, he had four brothers and a

sister. The family later moved to York,

where Graham attended Nunthorpe

Grammar School. 

At 19, with A-levels in chemistry and

physics, he joined the Home Office

Forensic Science service in Harrogate.

His potential as a scientist was soon

recognised and he was granted leave of

absence to attend Sussex University in

Brighton, where he read chemistry. He

later gained a Masters degree from

Edinburgh University in Fire Safety

Engineering. He was the star pupil of

his year and proudly came away with

the coveted ‘Silver Sword Award’. 

HEN the forensic science

laboratories in Newcastle

and Harrogate

amalgamated, most of the staff moved

to a new laboratory built near the

racecourse in Wetherby. 

I arrived there in 1978 from the

Home Office Central Research

Establishment and it was there I met

Graham, to whom I am indebted for the

help and advice he gave to me, a

fledgling forensic scientist. 

Etched in my memory is the joint

investigation we carried out into a

tragic, triple fatality in a house, caused

by carbon monoxide poisoning. On

happier occasions, we went to the races

together.I left the Civil Service in 1982

to join the northern office of Burgoynes,

and we were reunited in 1984 in the

same company when Graham joined the

firm’s Midlands office in Coventry,

becoming a partner in 1993. 

That year he investigated a fire at Sun

Valley Poultry in Hereford in which two

firemen died. He was later featured in

the British Airways ‘Flying High’

magazine about his role as a forensic

scientist, which highlighted his

meticulous approach. It described how

he had spent days counting the number

of wire hangers at a garment

manufacturers after a deliberately

started fire. 

IS labours added weight to the

suspicion that there was a

fraudulent insurance claim, for

his tally was well short of the number of

garments itemised in the insured’s

claim. 

In 2003 Graham opened an office in

Hong Kong, which sometimes proved to

be a lonely and frustrating existence,

despite his access to Happy Valley

Racecourse. He stayed until 2009 and

moved back to Burgoynes’ Midlands

office, which had been re-located to

Kenilworth. He lived in Leamington

Spa, where he and his second wife

Victoria pursued their interest in horse

racing. In 2012 he stepped down as an

Equity Partner and continued, part-time,

as a consultant until his retirement in

June 2020.

His interest and passion for both

codes of horse racing never diminished

and we met, not only at internal

business meetings but often at York

races. We hardly ever missed the Ebor

meeting, and if we did it was because

we were stuck somewhere in the world

on a disabled ship! 

After I had discovered Johnston

Racing I suggested to Graham and

Victoria they might join a racehorse

partnership with the yard and they did

not need much persuasion, having seen

the success of the Kingsley Park

partnerships. 

They had almost instant success.

King’s Caper, ridden by Frankie Dettori,

in their first venture was very narrowly

beaten in the Italian Derby. In their

second partnership they had Dancing

King, which won a Group 3 and was

sold at auction for a princely six-figure

sum. 

E discussed plans for 2023

at York’s October meeting,

but sadly this was not to be.

He died, at home, on November 7 after

suffering a heart attack. 

He is survived by Victoria, his sister

and four brothers, his first wife Nicky,

their three children and grandchildren.

A great loss, he will be remembered and

missed by all who knew him. Farewell

my friend.
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