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HE ROCKFEL STAKES is a Group 2 race open to

two-year-old fillies and run on Newmarket’s

Rowley Mile course each September.

The race was established comparatively recently, in 1981,

and its first running was won by the Michael Stoute-trained,

Top Hope, ridden by the late Walter Swinburn.

Awarded Listed status in 1985, it was elevated to a Group

3 race the following year, and to Group 2 level in 1998. This

progression was entirely understandable as a succession of

well-bred, high-class fillies were winners of the event in the

1990s, such as Crystal Gazing, Relatively Special, Bint

Salsabil and Hula Angel.

The Rockfel Stakes was formerly staged during

Newmarket’s Champions Day meeting in October, but in

2014 the race was switched with the Fillies’ Mile and now

takes place on the second

day of the

Cambridgeshire meeting.

To date, four fillies

have gone on to win the

1,000 Guineas after

success in the Rockfel –

Musical Bliss, Lahan,

Speciosa and Finsceal

Beo. The race is

invariably won by a top-

class filly, and other

winners of the race have

won races such as the

Irish 1,000 Guineas

(Hula Angel), and E P

Taylor Stakes (Just The

Judge).

Those of our readers

who are well versed in

racing history will know

that the race is named

after a champion filly

who enjoyed Classic

success in 1938. Sired by

the Derby winner,

Felstead, out of the
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LOOKING AHEAD TO . . . 
. . . the Rockfel Stakes

WHERE: Newmarket

WHEN: September 23

by JOHN SCANLON

Santorb mare, Rockliffe, and trained by the Australian

Captain Oswald ‘Ossie’ Bell at Lambourn, Rockfel won the

1,000 Guineas and the Oaks, after notably finishing unplaced

in a seller at Sandown Park on her debut as a juvenile.

Tried against the colts and older horses in the Champion

Stakes over 10 furlongs, Rockfel slammed the 2,000 Guineas

winner, Pasch, by five lengths. At the end of that year,

Rockfel and Fred Darling’s  Derby winner, Bois Roussel,

were both allotted 133 in the three-year-old version of the

Free Handicap. Sadly, Rockfel’s time at stud was very brief

before she died of a twisted gut. However, her only foal,

Rockefella, sired the 2,000 Guineas winner, Rockavon, and

was the dam sire of Sharpen Up, who in turn sired the likes

of Pebbles, Kris, Diesis and Sharpo.

OHNSTON Racing has to date not trained a winner of

the Rockfel Stakes, but in recent years we have come

close. Miss Infinity (2016), Main Edition (2018) and Alba

Rose (2020) have all finished third in the race, while Nyaleti

finished second to Juliet Capulet in 2017, after landing the

Princess Margaret Stakes at Ascot.

A number of our winning juvenile fillies have been

entered for this year’s renewal of the race, but each has a

variety of targets and at this stage it is not clear which, if

any, will run. 

Nyaleti finished second in the 2017 running of the Rockfel Stakes
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