
HERE USED to be a saying among racing

greybeards that ‘backward is bad’. The idea was

that if a trainer’s horses seemed slow to mature, it

was probably because they would never be able to run

very fast.

Of course, back in the day, great trainers such as the

late Sir Henry Cecil, Sir Michael Stoute and Luca

Cumani gave the lie to this maxim. Regularly, some of

their best horses would not appear until late in the two-

year-old season, if at all. Some of this was probably

preference, some of it might have been necessity, but

either way it crept into the modus operandi of the aspiring

‘serious’ trainer that taking your time with a horse was a

good idea, and being seen to do so was an even better one.

What I learned from my early familiarity with Mark

Johnston was that he never did anything for the sake of

appearances. If a horse could run early, it would. Think of

The Last Lion, whose two-year-old career in 2016

spanned the Brocklesby on April 2 and the Group 1

Middle Park Stakes – his swansong - on September 24. 

Conversely, if a horse needed time to find its feet, this

time would be given. Double Trigger, for example, did not

make his juvenile debut until September 25, with his only

other appearance that year being as late as October 30. As it

happens, he won both races. Now, he might have been

backward, but pity anyone who ever described him as “bad”

because there were people in the Middleham area who took

such a slight to the great horse personally!

If a trainer is running horses according to their needs, and

not his or her strategic designs, we ought to get a good idea of

a crop’s long-term success from early returns. So, let’s see

what the data suggests about the longer-term prospects of

the 2022 juvenile generation now being marshalled by

Mark and Charlie. 

TARTING with the 2009 season, Table 1 shows

the returns for Kingsley Park two-year-olds in

Britain and Ireland up to the end of June in each

year.

In Table 1, I have used some familiar metrics to

describe the collective performance of each crop – SR is

Strike Rate (wins per 100 runs), IV is Impact Value (win

frequency relative to random chance) and RPR is median

Racing Post Rating, a widely used measure of

performance merit published by the Racing Post.

To see whether the data in Table 1 was the result of

ability or just precocity, let’s now examine the same

metrics from July onwards for the years 2009 to 2021 in

Britain and Ireland. This is shown in Table 2.

Now, you may eyeball the two tables and see for yourself

whether the rows of Table 1 which have conspicuously

large or small numbers correspond with one another.

Confused? Statistics to the rescue in the shape of the

correlation matrix, as shown in Table 3.

This table may need just a little time to get your head

around. The numbers show the percentage of variation in one

statistic in Table 1 which is associated with the other in Table

2. (The correlation between Year in Table 1 and Year in Table

2 is shown as 100 for completeness, but this is trivial.)
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THE NEW GENERATION PROMISES MUCH

Year Wins Runs SR IV RPR
2009 54 302 18 1.60 67
2010 24 236 10 0.93 62
2011 24 251 10 0.89 61
2012 32 242 13 1.08 65
2013 32 324 10 0.80 61
2014 26 240 11 0.83 69
2015 58 377 15 1.20 69
2016 57 400 14 1.09 67
2017 59 318 19 1.47 70
2018 52 351 15 1.18 68
2019 68 385 18 1.43 70
2020 50 409 12 0.98 64
2021 37 312 12 0.95 66

Year Wins Runs SR IV RPR
2009 15 72 21 1.70 67
2010 1 27 4 0.29 53
2011 13 83 16 1.28 64
2012 11 64 17 1.49 63
2013 14 98 14 1.06 62
2014 17 68 25 1.91 70
2015 35 146 24 1.79 73
2016 40 153 26 1.96 71
2017 23 108 21 1.62 69
2018 34 121 28 2.16 73
2019 24 97 25 1.84 75
2020 14 62 23 1.60 68
2021 11 79 14 0.99 70
2022 22 83 27 1.81 73

Table 1: Johnston-trained two-year-olds: record to end 
of June by year

Table 2: Johnston-trained two-year-olds: record 
from end of June by year
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T IS surprising that Newmarket trainer John Gosden

has decided to take ‘a sabbatical’ from using Frankie

Dettori on his horses. In the aftermath of this news, it

was even more shocking that one source named Frankie’s

ride on the declining Stradivarius in the 2021 Gold Cup at

Royal Ascot, not just the 2022 renewal, as the source of

some tension between trainer and jockey. 

Short of kidnapping the three horses who finished in

front of Stradivarius, it is not clear what Frankie could

have done that day. Only an Act of Parliament would have

stopped Subjectivist and the then 50-year-old Joe Fanning

winning. 

One can’t help feeling that Gosden has painted himself

into a corner by his public criticism of Dettori. In my

opinion, Frankie’s deserved reputation as an all-time great

merits him to be given more respect than to be referred to

sarcastically as ‘our hero’.

For the sake of the sport, Dettori and Gosden should get

back together sooner than the Gallagher brothers of the

UGHBY COLUMN 

Is the Frankie Factor about to be felt around here?

Table 3: correlation matrix of two-year-old performance metrics

So, the bigger the number in a square, the stronger the

association between the statistics which cross-index that

square. (By the way, it doesn’t matter whether the rows of

Table 3 represent the data in Table 1 or Table 2 because

correlation is a directionless quantity - the correlation between

your hat size and your head is the same as the correlation

between your head and your hat size).

The biggest number in the matrix is 79 in the square which

intersects RPR with RPR. This figure means that, in any given

year, no less than 79 per cent in the variation of median RPR

observed before June translates to the RPR observed after

June. So, if performance up to June is strong, then it tends to

mean that performance after June will be strong too.

In terms of correlation, anything over 50 represents a strong

relationship. So, the fact that most of the squares contain a

figure of at least 50 shows that Kingsley House juvenile

performance tends to persist through the season. So, the old-

timers were right after all. Generally speaking, backward is

indeed bad, or, putting a more positive spin on things, ‘forward

is good’.

HIS article takes in data up to June 27 because of

Klarion deadlines, but the 2022 returns from Mark and

Charlie’s juveniles can certainly be regarded as

encouraging: the most reliable metric of median RPR in the

row of Table 1 pertaining to 2022 - 73 - is the joint second-

highest in the sample, behind only the 75 of the opening

months of the 2019 season.

Let’s rewind to that happy band of horses. Six horses –

Raffle Prize, Visinari, Rose of Kildare, West End Girl, Misty

Grey and Thunderous – topped an RPR of 100 before the end

band Oasis, for it never pays to

look back in anger at a small

sample of rides when a larger

body of evidence – including

plenty in recent times –

suggests a rider is still at the

height of their powers.

In any case, could this result

in a few more cameos for the

all-time great rider on

Johnston-trained horses? After

all, Fanning and Franny

Norton can’t ride at every

course during the busy summer season.

Frankie has ridden for the yard with great success. Since

2009, he has won 37 times on horses trained by Mark

Johnston, including five Group winners and, memorably,

Mark’s record-breaking 4,194th winner Poet’s Society at

York in 2018.
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of the season. Raffle Prize won the Group 2 Duchess of

Cambridge Stakes and was twice Group 1-placed, Visinari was

touched off in the Group 2 July Stakes and has since won three

times in Australia, while Rose of Kildare and Thunderous won

the following season’s Group 3 Musidora and Group 2 Dante

Stakes respectively.

This year’s crop of juveniles at Kingsley Park looks better

by the day. 

Lion Of War, Dear My Friend, Finn’s Charm and Lakota

Sioux already have useful form and look great prospects, while

at the time of writing, Killybegs Warrior, Dornoch Castle,

Dance In The Grass, Swift Lioness and Ferrari Queen have

made winning debuts.

As Table 1 shows, the collective record of the class of 2022

was 22 wins from 83 runs at a 27% SR. Not every athlete at

the Under-20 level goes on to make an impact among the

seniors, but the signs are unmistakable and the data shows the

trend to hold up: The youth movement at Kingsley House is

thriving.

Year Wins Runs SR IV RPR
Year 100
Wins 37 70
Runs 33 62 64
SR 44 67 60 54
IV 33 63 50 56 43
RPR 66 72 65 57 41 79
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Frankie Dettori


