
USAN AND JOHN

Waterworth’s Nordhalla

had the distinction of being

Johnston Racing’s first

winner of the April

campaign. The three-year-

old Divine Prophet filly, making her

seasonal debut, ran out the game winner

of a handicap over a mile at Southwell on

April 1.

Nordhalla, a mid-April foal, had three

runs in novice company last autumn. On her final start at

Redcar in November, she ran fourth in a big field over seven

furlongs, having lost second place in the closing stages of the

race. At Southwell, she faced six rivals, all of whom had had

the benefit of at least one prior run this year.

Drawn on the inside rail, Nordhalla was quickly away

under Franny Norton and led the field until well inside the

closing stages, when she was headed by the favourite

Pangloss. Responding gamely to Franny Norton’s urgings, she

dug deep in the closing stages, pulling clear of Pangloss to

score by half a length, with Roamin in Gloamin a length back

in third.

A son of Choisir, Nordhalla’s sire Divine Prophet was a

classy sprinter in Australia who stayed a mile, lifting the

Caulfield Guineas (Group 1) in 2016. Her dam was the

Elnadim mare, Chellalla, a winner over seven and a half

furlongs to a mile, making Nordhalla a half-sister to Dandalla

(by Dandy Man), who won the Duchess of Cambridge Stakes

(Group 2) and Albany Stakes (Group 3) as a juvenile.

Pons Aelius, also owned by Susan and John Waterworth,

returned to Wolverhampton on April 9 and followed up his

March win over course and distance in good style.

The Galileo colt had been raised 6lb for that earlier success

and faced four rivals, including the Frankel colt, Love

Mystery. Franny Norton was once more in the saddle.

From the stalls, Pons Aelius and Love Mystery battled for

the lead, with Pons Aelius getting the upper hand. The quintet

were fairly tightly grouped throughout, but, turning for home,

Pons Aelius stretched clear of his field, to the extent that

Franny was able to ease the colt substantially in the final half-

furlong and still cross the winning line four lengths clear of

Love Mystery.

Pons Aelius is out of the Clodovil mare, Laugh Out Loud.

She won the Group 2 Prix de Sandringham at Chantilly over a

mile and ran third in the Group 1 Sun Chariot Stakes at

Newmarket in 2012.  Pons Aelius is a full brother of Platinum

Warrior, a Group 3 winner in Ireland who went on to land the

Grade 2 San Marcos Stakes at Santa Anita over 10 furlongs.

A bold display by Duchray saw the yard chalk up its first

two-year-old winner of the year when the colt landed a novice

event at Pontefract on April 11.

A colt by The Last Lion out of the Tagula mare, Duchess

Dora, Duchray is owned by Johnston Racing, bred by Mark

and Deirdre’s Friar Ings Stud, and was the yard’s second

juvenile runner of the year, Beach Breeze having lined up in

the Brocklesby at Doncaster.

Facing seven rivals at Pontefract, Duchray was ridden by

Connor Beasley and was drawn one from the outside of his

field. Smartly away from the stalls, Duchray was settled in

third by Connor, with Comedian Leader setting the early pace

chased by Jaxta.

Turning for home, Duchray was asked for his effort and

took the lead with over a furlong to run. Keeping on well, he

comfortably repulsed the late challenge of Legend of Xanadu

to score by a length, with Gincident finishing the same

distance back in third

Duchray is out of Duchess Dora, who won seven races, all

over the minimum trip, and who was Listed-

placed in the Beverley Bullet Sprint Stakes.

Duchray is a half-brother to Red Mirage, by

Showcasing, who won three races for the yard and

owner Saeed Suhail in 2020/21. Sadly, Duchess

Dora died on March 28, in the process of foaling a

filly by Elarqam. A late April foal, the colt saw

out the trip well in the soft conditions and may

well, in time, stay six furlongs.

On his first start since landing the Double

Trigger Novice Stakes at Redcar in October, Ron

Huggins’s Trojan Horse impressed in landing a

novice event at Ripon on April 14.

Stepping up from nine furlongs to a mile and a

half, the Ulysses colt faced four rivals, to all of

whom he was required to concede weight on

account of that Redcar success.  The Nathaniel

filly, Tamilla, an Oaks entry, was expected to be a

tough nut to crack.

Kincade set out to make the running, with

Franny Norton tracking the leader on his outer.

Nudged along by Franny to take the lead with

more than a quarter of a mile to run, Trojan Horse

kept on well and was always holding the late

challenge of Kincade and Polyphonic to score by
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three-quarters of a length and a short head.

Connections will hope that Trojan Horse turns out to be

anything like as good as Sir Ron Priestley, who won the 2019

renewal of this Ripon race. It certainly will be interesting to

see which distance proves his best. His sire, Ulysses, excelled

over 10 furlongs but also had winning form at a mile and a

half, while his dam, the Monsun mare, Guardia, herself out of

an Unfuwain mare, won over an extended 10 furlongs. The

colt is also related to the dual Gold Cup winner, Royal Rebel.

At Lingfield Park on Good Friday, the four-year-old If You

Dare produced a career-best performance under a cracking

ride from Franny to land the All-Weather Vase Handicap in

good style.

HE Equiano colt, owned by Middleham Park Racing

LXXIX, was a winner at Southwell in January and,

last time out, he had run a good race at Lingfield to

finish third behind Soldier’s Minute. Dropped a pound for that

February run, If You Dare faced 10 rivals in this valuable

handicap.

Having broken smartly from the stalls, If You Dare was

guided over to the rails by the wily Franny and got the better

of Count Otto in the race for the lead. Travelling strongly at

the head of affairs, If You Dare railed particularly

impressively and stole a length or two on the chasing Shallow

Hal turning for home.

That horse mounted a strong late challenge under Sam

James, but If You Dare was always in control and stayed on

well to score by a neck from Shallow Hal, the pair two and a

half lengths clear of the third horse, Crimson Sand.

Despite missing the break, Spirit Catcher ran out the

winner of a valuable mile handicap for three-year-olds at

Musselburgh on April 16.

Titanium Racing Club’s New Bay colt was one of three

runners from Kingsley Park in a race the yard won last year

with Naamoos, the others being Qipao and Value Theory.

Making his seasonal debut, Spirit Catcher, a winner at Redcar

in October, was ridden by Joe Fanning, and the partnership

were drawn reasonably well in stall 3.

Spirit Catcher rather fluffed his lines at the start. Not only

was he slow to get into stride, he then suffered interference in

the first furlong. However, Joe Fanning soon had him chasing

the early leader, Dirtyoldtown, and entering the bend Spirit

Catcher was racing in a clear second place.

In the home straight, the rest of the field struggled to close

the gap on the leaders. Dirtyoldtown fought hard against the

far rail to hold on to the lead, while Spirit Catcher battled hard

towards the centre of the track. At last, Desert Angel came

widest of all to throw down a challenge to the leaders, and in

a thrilling finish, Spirit Catcher just got the better of

Dirtyoldtown by half a length, with Desert Angel just a nose

back in third. 

Tribal Art made a winning return to the track at

Wolverhampton on April 19. And just to advertise his

wellbeing, he broke the course record in landing the spoils.

The winner of three races as a three-year-old colt last year,

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed’s Farhh gelding was also

stepping up in trip, tackling a mile and three-quarters for the

first time in a competitive handicap at Dunstall Park. Six went

to post for this handicap, restricted to older horses.

S Sense of Worth and Samara Star disputed the early

pace, Tribal Art raced in midfield, taking a keen hold

under Joe Fanning. Once the gelding settled, he

travelled comfortably and when striking for home off the

Trojan Horse wins at Ripon under Franny Norton
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With Neverbeen To Paris cutting out the pace, Franny

Norton settled Baileys Derbyday in second. Having travelled

sweetly throughout, he came to take up the running with just

over a furlong to run and, despite edging left, he ran out the

comfortable winner by two and a half lengths from Neverbeen

To Paris.

Although this was Baileys Derbyday’s first win, he has

been placed in six of his nine races and seems to perform well

on any surface. 

Having his third run of the month, State of Bliss ran out the

game winner of the M C H Hutchinson Memorial Trophy

Handicap at Ripon on April 23. The race commemorates the

late Michael Hutchinson, managing director and company

secretary of the Ripon Race Company between 1997 and

2007. It was a third career win for Barbara and Alick

Richmond’s Gleneagles gelding, and a first since his success

in last year’s Shergar Cup Classic at Ascot.

Returning to a trip of a mile and a half after racing over a

mile and three-quarters in Musselburgh’s Queen’s Cup, State

of Bliss was one of seven horses who went to post for what

was the feature event on the Ripon card. Joe Fanning took the

ride, and State of Bliss was drawn on the outside of the field.

The gelding was attempting to follow in the footsteps of

King’s Advice and Zabeel Champion, who won the last two

renewals of the race for Johnston Racing.

S Howzer Black made the running, with Lexington

Knight in close attendance, State of Bliss raced

prominently under Joe Fanning. Taking the lead

with two furlongs to run, State of Bliss was pursued by the

seven-year-old Bollin Joan, who launched a sustained

challenge on his outer. Keeping on strongly on the rail, State

of Bliss responded gamely to land the spoils by three-quarters

of a length from Bollin Joan.

The time recorded by State of Bliss was excellent, and it

was no surprise that the first two pulled well clear, with the

third horse, Howzer Black, a further nine and a half lengths

behind.

State of Bliss is out of the Danehill mare, Crystal Valkyrie,

and is a full brother of Freyja, a Listed winner over 10

furlongs for Johnston Racing and Mrs A G Kavanagh in 2020.

The Around The World Partnership’s Beautiful Eyes

became the first of our juvenile fillies to reach the winners’

enclosure when she won a restricted maiden stakes at Ayr on

home turn the race looked to be his for the taking. However,

Pearl Beach came with a strong run on the outer to take the

lead with a furlong to race. Fighting back in the closing

stages, Tribal Art just got up to defy the mare by a short head,

with Haveyoumissedme seven lengths back in third.

On April 21, the yard notched up an across-the-card double

at Beverley and Chelmsford City, courtesy of Happy and

Baileys Derbyday.

At Beverley, the four-year-old Galileo gelding Happy lined

up for a novice stakes over 10 furlongs and was set to face six

rivals. Placed in four of his six previous starts, Happy was

returning after a break of 270 days, during which he had been

gelded.

OE Fanning took the ride on Happy, who now races in

the colours of Johnston Racing. Sent to the head of

affairs from the outset, Happy was in full command of

the race throughout,  and went clear of his rivals with three

furlongs to run. Drifting a little left in the closing stages, he

kept on well to score by two and a quarter lengths from

Kihavah, the pair having pulled 15 lengths clear of the

remainder.

This was something of an overdue first success for Happy,

who is out of the Footstepsinthesand mare, Sent From

Heaven. Sent From Heaven won the Group 3 Prestige Stakes

at Goodwood as a juvenile and was only beaten three-quarters

of a length when finishing fourth in the controversial renewal

of the 1,000 Guineas in which Jacqueline Quest passed the

post in first place. Happy is a full-brother to Memorabilis,

who won a Fairyhouse maiden over a mile and a half for

Aidan O’Brien at three. He may well be capable of stepping

up again in trip to a mile and a half in due course.

At Chelmsford, the double was completed when Baileys

Derbyday gained his first career win at the ninth time of

asking.

The New Approach gelding, now a five-year-old and

owned by Baileys Horse Feeds, ran well at Chelmsford on

April 7, finishing third in a handicap over one mile, five

furlongs and 66 yards. Down in grade but up in trip on his

return to the Essex track a fortnight later, Baileys Derbyday

faced just three rivals.
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April 25.

The Bobby’s Kitten filly was one of six runners who went

to post for this race, run over the minimum trip of five

furlongs. Joe Fanning took the ride. The market leader was

Legend of Xanadu, who had followed our own Duchray home

at Pontefract on debut.

Smartly away, Beautiful Eyes made all the running, racing

strongly in the middle of the track before drifting gradually

left in the final two furlongs. She was followed home by a

fellow debutant, Looking For Lynda, and by Legend of

Xanadu, the distances being a length and a quarter and a neck

respectively.

EAUTUIFUL Eyes was well bought by Johnston

Racing, costing just £10,000 at Goffs UK Premier

and Silver Yearling Sale last August. She is out of the

Dr Fong mare, Forthefirstime, a Listed winner over six

furlongs at the Curragh as a juvenile, and is a half-sister to

five winners, including Highland Premiere, by Highland Reel,

who won three races as a two-year-old for Kingsley Park 26

last season.

Joe Fanning was suitably impressed by Beautiful Eyes’

debut run. 

‘She travelled comfortably throughout the race,’ Joe told

the Klarion. She’s streetwise, she’ll come on for the run and

there’s a bit of improvement in her.’

At Ayr on April 26, Espressoo made a highly impressive

seasonal debut, landing a seven-furlong maiden by a wide

margin.

The Dark Angel filly, owned by the new Newsells Park

Stud – Ossie Ardiles Syndicate, had three outings as a juvenile

last autumn, being placed in two of them. 

Stepping up to seven furlongs, Espressoo faced eight rivals

at Ayr. Joe Fanning took the ride, and sent Espressoo into the

lead from the outset, tracked by Smiling Jayne. The filly

travelled strongly in the lead, and when asked for her effort by

Joe she pulled clear of her field with a furlong to run.

Stretching the gap in the final furlong, Espressoo was eased

by Joe in the closing stages yet still won by a margin of six

lengths over Brazilian Beach.

This was, visually, a very impressive performance and the

time compared favourably with the other race over seven

furlongs on the card, even though that race involved a hotly

contested finish.

Espressoo is out of the Danehill Dancer mare, Elas

Diamond. A Listed-placed juvenile, Elas Diamond has

produced two decent winners in the paddocks in Elas Ruby

(by Raven’s Pass), who won the Listed Ballymacoll Stud

Stakes at Newbury, and Elasia (by Nathaniel), who won three

races as a three-year-old and was rated 93.

Espressoo was full of running at the finish at Ayr and it may

be she will prove equally effective over a mile in time.

The progressive filly, Nordhalla, followed up on her recent

Southwell win when landing a mile handicap at Chepstow on

April 28.

Susan and John Waterworth’s Divine Prophet filly was one

of a disappointingly small field of four who went to post for

this race over Chepstow’s straight mile. As at Southwell, she

was ridden by Franny Norton, and raced off a mark two

pounds higher than at Southwell.

The favourite, Bababobo, led the way from the stalls and

had the benefit of racing against the rails. He was followed by

Let’s Fly Again, who just shaded Nordhalla for second. Let’s

Fly Again struck the front with three furlongs to race, but

Nordhalla appeared to be travelling smoothly on the outer.

Although Let’s Fly Again battled hard in the closing stages,

Nordhalla always seemed to be doing enough to win and she

eased ahead in the final half-furlong to score by a neck.

Nordhalla had made an excellent start to the season and has

the scope to continue on the upgrade.

Beautiful Eyes wins at Ayr under Joe Fanning
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