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MAIREAD HEAP

I’m very lucky to be yard manager of some

promising, and some proven, three-year-

old and upwards colts and geldings.

My first pick has to be Highclere

Racing’s Royal Patronage, a lovely

looking three-year-old colt by Wootton Bassett, who, as a

juvenile won the G1 Prix Jean-Luc Lagardere at Longchamp

over seven furlongs. Royal Patronage himself had a very nice

two-year-old career, taking the Group 3 Acomb Stakes at York

and following this up by winning the Group 2 Royal Lodge

stakes at Newmarket. 

He has wintered very well and will possibly start his three-

year-old career in one of the competitive Derby trials, given

that his dam Shaloushka is a Dalakhani mare, so that will give

him stamina on his side. I’m very excited to see how he fares

as a three-year-old this year.

Next, I’ll choose Approachability, a big, imposing New

Approach colt owned by Brian Yeardley. This colt was lightly

raced as a two-year-old and has grown nicely into his frame as

a three-year-old over the winter. He will be starting to gallop

at home very soon and I’m hoping he can really prove himself

at three.

My last pick is Love is Golden. This is a four-year-old

Golden Horn colt, owned by Mick Doyle who has won both

as a two and three-year-old. He won twice last year, both wins
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being at Chester and with some cut in the ground. He’s grown

again and is a lovely looking four-year-old whom I’m hoping

will pick up some nice races this year.

ANDY LARNACH

I am going to start with the oldest horse in

my care, the four-year-old Golden Flame.

A son of Golden Horn, he is owned by

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed. On

paper, he looks rather exposed, having had

12 starts, winning three and being placed on five other

occasions. Having been out with an injury, he has a BHA

rating of 94. I think he could be Listed grade. 

Now in full work, we would hope to see him on the track in

early June this year. He is a nice big scopey horse with an

ideal racing weight of around 480 kilos.

My next choice would be a strapping big horse called Pons

Aelius, owned by Susan and John Waterworth. This fellow

has raced three times, and as he has a very low rating of 63, I

think and hope he is very well handicapped. As a two-year-

old, Pons Aelius was very big and weak and just needed time

to mature. He is very well bred, being a son of Galileo. 

My last pick is a good-looking two-year-old colt, a son of

Roaring Lion out of the Galileo mare, Golden Lilac. An

April foal, this colt is owned by Qatar Racing for whom he

Royal Patronage

To celebrate the return of the Flat turf season, we have
once again asked each of Johnston Racing’s Yard Managers
to tell us about three horses in their team who are worth
keeping a particularly close eye on in the months ahead

The US Navy Flag colt out of Snowflakes (Megan Graham up)
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TAKE THEIR PICK

was purchased for €85,000 at Arqana’s October Yearling Sale. 

His sire, Roaring Lion, won the Eclipse, the Juddmonte

International, the Irish Champion Stakes and the Queen

Elizabeth II Stakes. In addition, he had four runs as a juvenile,

winning three and being just touched off in the Racing Post

Trophy. This colt will probably be starting off over a distance

of seven furlongs. He is currently cantering in full work and

we will be aiming to see him on the track in around mid-June. 

LIAM CONWAY

My first choice would have to be the US

Navy Flag colt out of  Snowflakes. US

Navy flag, who is a first-season sire this

year, was the fastest winner ever of the

Group 1 Dewhurst Stakes, so hopefully

this colt has inherited some of his father’s speed! His dam is a

full sister to the mightily impressive mare Winter, a dual

Guineas winner. 

He has shown a great attitude to his work and has improved

with every piece of work, impressing with his latest stalls

gallop. I hope he can pick up a few early races for the Fine

Claret Racing, More Turf Racing and Partner, a new

partnership in the yard.

The second pick is Alan Spence’s colt, Explicit. By Expert

Eye, also a first-season sire, this colt has plenty of scope and

size and isn’t short of speed either, as he showed in his recent

grass gallop. His sire didn’t run until June and won at

Goodwood in August, but he is showing all the signs he is

ready to run, and with his scope and pedigree I think he has

all the attributes to improve as the season progresses. He has a

great attitude to his work and is a nice relaxed type.  

For my third horse I have chosen Paul Dean’s Mickey

Mongoose. This strong-looking colt has forced his way into

my ‘three to follow’ after a series of impressive and

improving gallops. Purchased at Book 1 of Tattersalls October

Yearling Sale, this bay colt is a son of the classy Lope de

Vega, who won the French 2,000 Guineas/Derby double. Like

his sire, I hope he can have a decent two-year-old career. The

dam, Midnight Crossing, was placed in several graded races

and hopefully, given his attitude and exciting pedigree,

Mickey Mongoose can progress into a black-type performer.

JIMMY GOODALL

My first pick for my three to follow is

Jungle Fever, a two-year-old bay colt by

Bungle Inthejungle out of Titian Saga

owned by Kingsley Park 28 Gold. This is a

Explicit with Meg Warburton up
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very good-looking colt that has been going very well at home

and is progressing quite nicely. 

He seems to possess a fair bit of speed. His sire ran over

five and six furlongs mainly, with his wins coming over five

furlongs with his most notable victories being the Group 3

Molecomb Stakes, and the Cornwallis Stakes, also a Group 3,

on good and soft ground respectively.

For my second choice, I have picked Gareeb, a two-year-

old bay filly by Sioux Nation out of Fancy, owned by Jaber

Abdullah. This is a very nice filly who again has been

working well and is definitely going in the right direction. Her

sire won races over five and six furlongs, including the Group

2 Norfolk Stakes at Royal Ascot and the Group 1 Phoenix

Stakes at the Curragh. The filly has a lovely temperament and

is a joy to ride at home.

Finally, I have chosen Perfect Play, a two-year-old bay colt

by Siyouni out of Giants Play owned by the Ossie Ardiles

Syndicate. This is more of a personal pick as I am a fan of

Tottenham Hotspur, where Ossie Ardiles is a legend. This colt

has had only a few gallops at home but looks very promising

from his early work. He has still got a lot to learn but seems to

be going the right way. His sire won the Grand Criterium,

Group 1, at Longchamp over seven furlongs while his dam

ran mainly in races over a mile.

KIM MCGIVEN

My first selection is the lightly raced filly

Suffrajet, owned by Deborah Finkler,

Andrew Herd, Peter Holloway and Partner,

who can hopefully go on improving from

her two starts at the back end of last year.

She was narrowly touched off at Doncaster on her debut when

inexperience seemed to be the difference between her and the

eventual winner, going down by half a length. 

She then went to Nottingham and showed the benefit of

that outing when portraying a battling attitude to get up in the

shadow of the post. Being by Golden Horn and based on her

runs last year, she looks the ideal type for middle distances

and should improve for it at three. 

Next up is Outside World for Sheikh Hamdan Bin

Mohammed Al Maktoum. This grey filly shares her colour

with her dam, being out of Mark’s 2008 Falmouth Stakes

winner, Nahoodh, and hopefully can match her dam’s form

and improve at three. She was a dual winner as a juvenile,

breaking her maiden at York in good style and then winning in

handicap company at Goodwood after running in the Lowther.

She’s always shaped as if seven furlongs, or further, will be

within her scope and having wintered well during her break, a

mark of 84 looks workable. 

Finally for me, Paul and Clare Rooney’s filly, Auntie

Margaret, will be one that can win races off her opening

mark of 75. By a stamina-influencing sire in Kendargent and

with her dam, Dommyah, being related to middle-distance

performers, she’s always had the pedigree and the physique of

a filly that will be at her best at three and beyond. She gained

her mark from three positive runs in novice company at the

back end of last season and after going close at Haydock on

her second start and filling the runner-up spot at Pontefract on

her third over 10 furlongs, she could be lurking on a lenient

mark.

RACHEL FOX-BARNETT

I am lucky enough to have the two-year-

old fillies again this year. As usual, I found

it difficult to choose but here are my three

to follow.

Centre Court under Deirdre Johnston
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My first is Centre Court, a

lovely big dark bay filly out of

Game Zone by Showcasing.

She is owned by the Kingsley

Park 28 – Gold partnership.    I

have liked this filly from early

on, as she has a lovely nature

and is uncomplicated with a

very professional attitude.  Her

dam Game Zone was trained in

France and was a dual winner

at three over 10 and 12

furlongs.  Her sire Showcasing

is a stallion used to inject

speed and is proven to produce

speedy two-year-olds. She has

had just one gallop so far but

looked impressive and

hopefully there is more to

follow.  

My next choice is an

unnamed filly by Sioux

Nation out of Shemiyla. This

filly is owned by Gallop

Racing and cost just £15,000

as a yearling from Tattersalls

Ireland Yearling sale.  I like

this filly as she is nicely put

together and definitely an eye-

catcher.  She was a bit feisty

early on but she has settled

down and is now a very

relaxed filly with a

workmanlike attitude.  Her

dam Shemiyla was trained in

France and was a Listed

winner at three and a Group 3

winner at four over a mile and

a quarter.  Her sire Sioux Nation

won the Norfolk Stakes and the

Phoenix Stakes and is by Scat

Daddy, an excellent source of speedy two-year-olds.  She has

shown good promise on the gallops so far and I am looking

forward to her getting to the track.

My third pick is Kitai, a good-looking bay filly by No Nay

Never out of Belle Isle. She is owned by M C Sweeney and

Partners.  This filly has the sweetest nature, and she has

shown considerable speed from early on.  She has galloped

very well and has shown herself to have plenty of ability.  She

is from a speedy family: her dam Belle Isle is the dam of three

winners, including Abel Handy, a son of Arcano who won a

Group 3 over five furlongs at two.  Her sire No Nay Never

was unbeaten at two winning the Norfolk States and the Prix

Morny and is renowned for producing speedy two-year-olds.

Kitai has had a minor setback but is doing well. We will have

to wait until early summer to see her on the track but she

remains a very exciting prospect.

JOHN CAMPBELL

For my first selection, I’ve picked Fairmac,

a four-year-old Lethal Force gelding

owned by Middleham Park Racing VI.

This fellow has a lovely way about him

and is unfazed by anything. 

Although an older horse, he looks to have matured well

from three to four over the winter. A model of consistency, he

looks sure to give his owners an exciting campaign this year. 

Secondly, I’ve chosen Nordhalla, a three-year-old filly by

Divine Prophet, owned by Susan and John Waterworth. She is

an imposing filly who looks to have wintered well. Her three

runs last year were over six and seven furlongs and now at

three she has the scope to improve from a step up in trip. She

has a great personality and hopefully will continue to improve

physically and mentally and give her owners some exciting

days at the races.

Finally, I’ve picked Love de Vega, a three-year-old Lope

de Vega colt, owned by Crone Stud Farms Limited. This colt

enjoyed a very good juvenile campaign last year. He won

once and was placed second twice from three runs, with his

win coming when upped in trip to six furlongs at Nottingham.

Having wintered well he is showing great promise at home

and his work riders are pleased with his progress. I am sure it

won’t be long before he is back in the winners’ enclosure.

• Sharp-eyed readers will have noted that Andy Larnach’s
pick, Pons Aelius, made a winning seasonal debut at
Wolverhampton on March 26, while Mairead Heap’s Love Is
Golden was second at Doncaster the following day.

Love De Vega with Kristy Kettlewell up


