
F YOU are anything like me, you’ll regard the next couple of

months as one of the most exciting times of the racing year. It’s

fashionable to knock the start of the Flat; to complain about the

low-key start to the season at an often soggy Donny. 

Indeed, the fact that early racing is excluded from the official Jockeys’

Championship tells you all you need to know about the attitude of the

racing authorities to these early fixtures.

For me, however, it’s fascinating to see how the early two-year-old

races play out, and to see how horses which have had the benefit of a run

fare when they re-appear against well-bred newcomers. I also love

spotting three-year-old maidens who begin to leave their juvenile form

behind as they step up in trip.

In readiness for the start of the Flat, I’ve been casting my eye over the

pedigrees of some of the 2022 juvenile string, and here are just a few of

the horses who look very interesting on paper.

The partners of Kingsley Park 29 – Gold will have high hopes for

their colt, Royal Observatory, who is by Siyouni out of the Motivator

mare, Vue Fantastique. This colt was foaled on February 26.

It’s fair to say Siyouni has been a fabulous success at stud. The Aga

Khan’s son of Pivotal was a top-class juvenile himself, capturing four

wins in 2009, culminating with an impressive success in the Group 1

Prix Jean-Luc Lagardere (Grand Criterium) at Longchamp on Arc

weekend. Toiling in behind that day were horses of the calibre of Lope

de Vega, Dick Turpin and Beethoven.

At stud, Siyouni finished 2021 as the leading sire in France for the

second consecutive year and ranked fourth in Europe by prize-money.

His 18 Stakes winners last year included five two-year-olds and his St

Mark’s Basilica finished as the top-rated three-year old.

HE dam of this colt, Vue Fantastique, was no slouch herself on the

racecourse. By the Derby winner Motivator, she made just one

juvenile start, chasing home  Glen Shiel in a maiden over seven and a

half furlongs at Saint-Cloud. At three, she won the Group 3 Prix de

Psyche at Deauville, and finished runner-up behind Sobetsu in the

Group 1 Prix Saint-Alary on the same track, both over a mile and a

quarter. The distaff side of her pedigree is packed with black type.
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Royal Observatory is her first foal and it will

be fascinating to see how he fares.

Susan and John Waterworth have an

interesting type in their bay colt, Benacre.

This fellow, an April foal, is by Australia out

of the Footstepsinthesand mare, Sent From

Heaven.

The beautifully bred Australia, who won

the English and Irish Derbies as well as the

Juddmonte International at York in 2014,

remains a fascinating sire. By Galileo out of

that champion racemare, Ouija Board,

Australia produced 12 Stakes winners in

2021, including the Group 1 winners, the

five-year-old Broome (Grand Prix de Saint-

Cloud) and the four-year-old Mare Australis

(Prix Ganay). His progeny tend to need time

to mature, and at Kingsley Park we enjoyed

watching his Sir Ron Priestley develop into a

top-class racehorse before injury brought an

untimely end to his racing career.

Sent from Heaven, a half-sister to the

yard’s Listed winner, Freyja, was a high-class

juvenile, following up a Kempton maiden win with a third place in the

Sweet Solera Stakes at Newmarket. The winner of the Group 3 Prestige

Stakes at Goodwood, she finished an unlucky fourth in the Fillies’ Mile,

short of room at a critical stage. 

Benacre is a full brother to Almania, who won a Sandown maiden

before going on to be a decent handicapper. In October 2019, Almania

finished third in the Listed Noel Murless Stakes over a mile and three-

quarters at Ascot. This colt promises to be a useful type, albeit he may

need time and distance to be seen at his best.

John Brown and Megan Dennis, whose The Last Lion has made a

return to training at the age of eight, have an interesting two-year-old

representative in the interestingly named Dornoch Castle. Those of you

with long memories and a penchant for the music of Madonna may

recall that the singer married Guy Ritchie at Dornoch Cathedral in

2000; the cathedral sits opposite Dornoch Castle in the sleepy

Sutherland town.

The equine version of Dornoch Castle is by Gleneagles out of the

Zamindar mare, Crown Light, and was a late February foal. This fellow

was acquired by Mark and Charlie at Goffs’ Sportsman’s Sale last

autumn.  A son of the great Galileo, Gleneagles enjoyed tremendous

success on the track. At two, he won the Group 1 National Stakes at the

Curragh, while at three he achieved that rare treble – the English and

Irish 2000 Guineas, followed by the St James’s Palace Stakes.

INCE he was retired to stud in 2015, he has produced horses of the

calibre of Royal Dornoch and Royal Lytham; his 11 Stakes

winners in 2021 included Loving Dream, the Group 1 Prix de

Royallieu winner last October.

The dam, Crown Light, was herself unraced, but in the paddocks she

has produced three winners, including Claim The Crown, by

Acclamation, who won a Chelmsford novice event en route to finishing

third in the Prix des Chenes, a Group 3 mile event at Longchamp last

autumn.

Another fascinating prospect is Jaber Abdullah’s Cracksman filly,

the first foal  out of the Sir Percy mare, Dance The Dream. Consigned

by Willie Carson’s Minster Stud, this filly was acquired for 57,000gns

as part of Book 1 of the Tattersalls October Yearling Sale.

Cracksman, a son of Frankel, won over a mile on his only start as a

juvenile. After defeating our own Permian by a short head in the Epsom

Derby Trial, he was placed in both the English and Irish Derbies before

chalking up four Group 1 successes in the Champion Stakes (twice),

Prix Ganay and the Coronation Cup.  His first crop are juveniles this

year.

Being by the Derby winner, Sir Percy, Dance The Dream’s strong

suit was, unsurprisingly enough, stamina. Thrice a winner over a mile

and a half, the filly was Listed-placed in Goodwood’s Daisy Warwick

Stakes. Interestingly, the second and third dams, Shadow Dancing and

Salchow, both won the Listed Cheshire Oaks.

Likely to take time to mature, this is a filly to watch as she progresses

with time and distance.

Another filly to catch the eye is Deva Racing’s Kingman filly out of

the Motivator mare, Ferevia. This April-foaled filly was acquired by

the team at Arqana’s August Sale in Deauville.

A son of Invincible Spirit, Kingman won both his juvenile starts,

landing a Newmarket maiden en route to success in Sandown’s Group3

Solario Stakes. At three, he won five of his six races including the Irish

2,000 Guineas, the St James’s Palace Stakes, the Sussex Stakes and the

Prix Jacques Le Marois, proving himself a champion miler. Retired to

stud in 2015, he has already produced top-class horses such as Palace

Pier, Persian King and Schnell Meister.

The dam Ferevia won two races in France, including the Prix

Penelope, a Group 3 event over an extended 10 furlongs at Saint-

Cloud. She went on to finish a very close third in the Group 1 Prix

Saint-Alary at Longchamp. This filly is her fifth foal, and although she

has yet to produce a winner, her fourth foal, Mogwai, placed second on

her sole start to date in France.

For my final pick this month it’s hard to overlook a colt whose dam

won four Group aces, including the French equivalents of the 1,000

Guineas and the Oaks.

At Arqana’s October Yearling Sale, David Redvers acquired a

Roaring Lion colt out of Golden Lilac for Qatar Racing Limited for

€85,000. 

OARING Lion did his owners proud in a career on the racecourse

which saw him win eight races, including four at Group 1 level –

the Eclipse, the Juddmonte International, the Irish Champion and the

Queen Elizabeth II Stakes. Sadly now euthanised after a series of

problems with colic, the first crop of this talented son of Kitten’s Joy

are two-year-olds this season.

A daughter of Galileo, Golden Lilac raced in the colours of Gestut

Ammerland for Andre Fabre. She won six of her 10 career starts and

was perhaps at her best when recording what looked like a comfortable

win in the Poule d’Essai des Pouliches in 2011. It will be exciting to see

how this April-foaled colt fares on the track.

The Kingman filly out of Ferevia with Georgia Radin up
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