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GOLDEN START 
TO A NEW ERA
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T’S ALWAYS pleasing to secure

that first win of any New Year. But

when Golden Sands made all the

running to land a Wolverhampton

handicap comfortably on January 3, the

victory took on an extra significance as it

was the first winner for the new training

partnership of Charlie and Mark

Johnston.

With the winner-counter reset to zero

on the establishment of the partnership

from January 1, both Mark and Charlie

were keen to get off the mark at the

earliest opportunity. It looked as if the

first winner would be provided by the

colt Achnamara, who set out to make all

the running in the preceding handicap on

the Wolverhampton card, but the son of

Kodiac was run out of things in the

closing stages by State Legend.

Golden Sands, a three-year-old

Footstepsinthesand gelding owned by the

HJW Partnership, was making his

seasonal debut in a handicap over a mile

and half a furlong restricted to horses of

his age. Gelded over the winter, Golden

Sands was having his fifth start and was

stepping up in trip from seven furlongs

last time out. He faced nine rivals and

was ridden by Joe Fanning. He was the

yard’s fourth runner of the year.

Drawn one off the rail, Golden Sands

was quickly away from the stalls

allowing Joe to dictate the pace. Naughty

Nadine raced in second, with Fidha in

third. The gelding was full of running,

and was shaken up by Joe with just over

a furlong to run. 

Fully two lengths clear entering the

final furlong, Golden Sands stretched

clear in the closing stages to score by

two and three-quarter lengths from

Bearing Bob, with Naughty Nadine

three-quarters of a length back in third.

This landmark winner is out of the

Efisio mare, Varna, and is thus a half-

brother to Sea Coast, by Rock of

Gibraltar, who was twice a winner over a

mile in Ireland and who went on to be

Grade 3-placed three times in the United

States.

Charlie Johnston was at

Wolverhampton to welcome home

Golden Sands. 

‘It’s good to get one on the board early

every year,’ he told the Klarion, ‘but

more so this year. Without making too

much of a big deal, it was a significant

landmark winner and it was nice to be

there to see it.’ 

Golden Sands’ victory came just three

days after Mark Johnston had his last

runner as a trainer under a sole licence.

The two-year-old filly, Allarmista,

owned and bred by Kirsten Rausing,

brought the curtain down on that era

when finishing unplaced in a Lingfield

novice race.

The Racing Post marked the event by

publishing an appreciation of Mark’s

career to date. It reminded us of two of

Mark’s feats which tend to be

overlooked when considering his many

accomplishments. 

IRST, as recently as 2019, he set

the British trainers’ record for

winners in a year with 249 wins,

and, secondly, there have been no fewer

than 15 seasons in which he has trained

more winners in Britain than any other

trainer.

With Mark’s skill and experience

harnessed to Charlie’s youthfulness,

drive and ambition, 2022 promises to be

a year to remember for all connected

with Johnston Racing!
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Golden Sands, groom Gavin Hardisty, jockey Joe and Charlie with winning connections


