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HERE IS a very obvious fault with this latest
edition of Milo Corbett’s fabulous Bloodstock
Notebook and it relates to content – there just isn’t

enough of it!
Looking back at my review of last year’s Notebook, I see

that I wrote that ‘this is a beautifully produced record of the
racing and thoroughbred business year...packed with a wealth
of fascinating articles and beautiful photographs.’ I’m
delighted to report that this year’s volume is just as
entertaining, if not more so, and I’m confident that anyone
with a serious interest in the horse racing and bloodstock
industries will find much to delight them in this tour de force
by Milo Corbett.

The book kicks off with a fascinating foreword by Jim
Bolger with his views on breeding and moves on to an
entertaining review of the year by Rolf Johnson. As ever, Rolf
is unafraid to make his views crystal clear to the reader, and I
particularly liked his take on Champions Day  --  ‘arbitrary
October going at Ascot, plus wear and tear at the fag end of
the season, leaves the day vulnerable to the absence of top
horses’.

There are then any number of fascinating features. Sheikh
Hamdan bin Rashid al Maktoum, Joe Mercer and Maurice
Zilber are among the racing lives remembered. Frankel, Ardad
and Galileo are among the stallions whose achievements are

celebrated, and Oisin Murphy, William Buick,
David Egan, Tom Marquand and Hollie Doyle
are profiled as part of a segment celebrating
‘The Makers of 2021’. 

That section also includes a piece by Sir
Mark Prescott about Kirsten Rausing and a
note by Luca Cumani about Jim Bolger in
which Cumani refers to Bolger as the ‘Tesio of
the modern era’.

Other treasures included in the book are an appreciation of
Ed Musselman’s Indian Charlie newsletter; a visit to Heath
House to see Sir Mark Prescott’s collection of sporting art; a
pictorial tribute to some of the racing and stud dogs of France;
and features on Wesley Ward and the former trainer Ben
Hanbury.

Last, but by no means least, there are quirky pieces to
entertain the reader by Milo Corbett (on the time he met the
former Formula 1 racing driver James Hunt) and Robert
Cooper (on his passion for the music of Bob Dylan).

The quality of writing and the choice of photographs
throughout is fantastic. One example comes from a brief
appreciation of trainer David Evans by Milo Corbett himself.
Lamenting the task that faces those seeking to promote British
racing, he writes: ‘With our prize-money, promoting racehorse
ownership in this country is – to misappropriate Orwell – the
rattling of a stick inside a swill bucket. And if you fancy a day
out at one of our bigger fixtures, you’ll find that it will
resemble nothing so much as a hybrid of Hogarth’s Gin Lane
and the mods v rockers on Brighton Beach in Quadrophenia,
and there won’t be anywhere to sit.’ You can’t argue with that!

I cannot recommend this book highly enough and the
excellent news is that it is now available through Amazon at a
cost of £25.
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