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HE NEW YEAR introduced a
new era at Johnston Racing, as
from January 1 Mark was joined

on the yard’s training licence by his son
Charlie.

And things got off to a flying start when
on just the second day of the new set-up
Golden Sands romped home under Joe
Fanning at Wolverhampton. The three-
year-old gelding was one of the yard’s first
horses to be described on the racecard as
trained by ‘Charlie & Mark Johnston’, the
name on the partnership licence now held
by the father-and-son team.

The success showed that while the name
on the racecard may have changed, nothing
has changed when it comes to saddling
winners. The joint licence is indeed a
significant step in the stable’s story, but
little will change in the day-to-day
operations, with Charlie having played a
key role for the past five years.  

At some point in the future, as yet
undecided, the younger Johnston will
assume control of the operation. But the
move to joint names on the licence now
has come about because of two factors.
Charlie, 31, has qualified as a trainer in his
own right, and a change in BHA rules since
2020 means two individual trainers can
apply for a ‘training partnership’ licence.
Trainers to have taken up that option
include John and Thady Gosden, Simon
and Ed Crisford, and Daniel and Claire
Kubler.

Because partnerships are treated as
separate entities, with a winners’ tally
starting from zero, it means Mark, 62,
Britain’s winningmost trainer, will fall just
short of 5,000 wins, ending his career as an
individual trainer with 4,874 winners. 

In a letter to owners, Mark made it clear
there will be no change in what has always
been the yard’s aim  --  the pursuit of
winners.

‘You may feel that having Charlie on the
licence is no change at all, as his impact on
the business, both in terms of day-to-day
management and results, since joining us
full time in 2016, has been there for all to
see,’ he wrote.

‘But I feel that it is important that he
should get recognition, and take
responsibility, for all that he has brought to
the business and I am confident that, with
his name on the licence, he will have the
inspiration to take our business, and your
horses, to even greater heights.’

Charlie said: ‘In some ways
it's a big change, but at the same
time nothing is really changing
in terms of the day-to-day
things at home and the placing
of the horses.

‘Everyone has been made
well aware of my involvement
in that for a number of years
now, but now is the time to
have that acknowledged and
take on the responsibility that
comes with it. It's part and
parcel of having my name on
the licence.’

He said that while the plan
was for him to take over the
licence outright in the future, he
would be able to rely on his
father's expert advice in the
build-up to that point. 

‘It's what I've always been working
towards, and when they introduced training
partnerships it offered us an obvious route
to get from A to B. It seemed a good
opportunity to do it rather than make
abrupt change.

‘I'm in a very fortunate position to draw
on dad's 30 years and 4,800 plus winners
of experience, but at the same time have
some youth and drive to push the string
onwards and upwards on to greater
heights.’

S a youngster Charlie grabbed
every opportunity to learn at his
father’s feet. He displayed his

passion for racing and his astute racing
brain when, as a child, he appeared on
television’s ‘The Morning Line’ and
‘Channel 4 Racing’. He has also
demonstrated that he is a good judge of a
horse, highlighted in spectacular style
when he bought Group winner Rose of
Kildare for a song.

His father, of course, has made an
indelible mark on British racing history.
Having qualified as a vet and with no real
connections in the racing industry, he
began his training career in 1987 with just
a handful of horses at the dilapidated Bank
End Stables at North Somercotes in
Lincolnshire. Since then he has climbed
steadily to the top echelons of the training
ranks.

There have been many landmarks along
the way. In 1994, not only did Mister
Baileys race, in record time, to Mark’s first

Classic success in the 2,000 Guineas, but
also the yard chalked up a domestic
century of wins for the first time, an
achievement which it has repeated every
year since then.

Mark has also built up over the years a
fantastic record of success at Royal Ascot
and Glorious Goodwood. Four wins have
been notched up in the Gold Cup at Ascot,
with Subjectivist last year joining Double
Trigger and Royal Rebel on the roll of
honour for the feature race of the meeting.

2004 was an annus mirabilis for the
yard. Attraction led the way, speeding to a
historic hat-trick of successes in the 1,000
Guineas, the Irish Guineas and the
Coronation Stakes. In the yard at the same
time was the future superstar and super
stallion, Shamardal.

In 2009, Mark chartered new waters for
a British Flat trainer by notching 200
winners in a calendar year, a feat he has
replicated nine times since then. With this
kind of consistency, it was perhaps
inevitable that he should become the
winningmost trainer in British racing
history, but even so, when Poet’s Society
and Frankie Dettori delivered winner
number 4,194 at York on August 23, 2018
to seal the deal, it was a memorable day!

And, just as importantly, the Johnston
success story is reflected in the progression
from Bank End to Kingsley Park in
Middleham, a fabulous training complex
which underlines just how far the business
has progressed in such a comparatively
short time.
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