
HRIS COOK (Racing Post,

November 19) is angered

‘when contemplating the

mess we’ve been presented

with since Irish government agents

found unspecified illegal drugs at an

unlicensed yard in Monasterevin in

County Kildare’. Anger is too strong a

word for what I feel. ‘Sadness’ better

fits the bill. I am saddened that highly

respected journalists such as Chris Cook

pour fuel on simmering embers and turn

them into a forest fire. Who said they

were ‘illegal drugs’, Chris?

I have heard various descriptions of

the substances confiscated from the

‘therapist’,

John Warwick,

but,

unfortunately,

nobody has

given us any

details

whatsoever

about these

substances or

what they

were being

used for. I

would guess that the most accurate

description I have heard was that they

were ‘animal medicines not licensed for

use in Ireland’. If that is an accurate

description, it does not mean, or even

suggest, that they were illegal drugs.

Quite the contrary: it suggests that they

were medicines normally used in the

treatment of animals but not, for

whatever reason, licensed for use in

Ireland. It could be as simple as a

manufacturer having no market for the

product in Ireland and not having

sought a licence. 

Terms like ‘illicit doping’ have been

used in the coverage of this story and

there was even a suggestion that this

helps substantiate claims of an
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Mark Johnston’s

‘organised doping ring’ operating in

Ireland. It is surely unfortunate that no

one from the Irish Horseracing Board

has come forward to give some

perspective to these findings and

confirm whether there was any

suggestion that performance-enhancing

drugs were being administered by Mr

Warwick.

What saddens me most of all is that

this incident is being used to give

credence to Jim Bolger’s claim that

illegal drug use is Irish racing’s number

one problem. I am so disappointed that

Jim, whose exploits this year as trainer,

owner, and breeder have put him on

something of a pedestal for me, has

stooped to making such damaging
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Chris Cook

RECENTLY attended a show

jumping event and, while browsing

round the stalls selling tack and

equipment, I was drawn to look at range

of tendon boots blazoned with the slogan

‘Save The Sheep’. 

Basically they are a range of boots for

horses which use ‘synthetic techno

sheepskin’, a man-made product, as

opposed to real sheepskin and they are

suggesting that by doing so they are, in

some way, ‘saving the sheep’.

This is another example of what

I call the Paul McCartney

approach to animal welfare. He

likes to sing songs about lambs

playing in the fields but it doesn’t

occur to him that, if we don’t eat

their meat, they won’t be there.

Similarly, the manufacturers of

these boots are, to my mind, doing

their little bit to endanger the

ovine species by not using real

sheepskin. Furthermore, nowhere

in their literature can I find any

detail on what exactly their synthetic

techno sheepskin is and an email to the

manufacturer asking the question
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Saving sheep?

remains unanswered. I’d wager that it is a

by-product of the petrochemical industry.

How ‘green’ is that?

There have always been conspiracy
theories around anyone who has

unexpected success in racing

SUPPOSE if you write a

column entitled ‘Straight

Talking’ and have a tendency

to call a spade a shovel, you can

expect journalists to come to you for

quotes and comment but I was,

nonetheless, surprised to see my

name in the headline over a Racing

Post article on the proposal to reduce

the powers of the BHA. It was

especially surprising as, when the

Post’s Jack Haynes had called me

the day before, I told him I knew

almost nothing about it.

Commercial

To be fair, he did make it clear

that I had said it was mostly news to

me and he didn’t misquote me in any

way. I basically said that, while the

current precarious financial state

shows that something is wrong with

our commercial arrangements and

the governance structure may need

to change for that to improve, I was

in no way supportive of the call for
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Terms of engagement

accusations

without, it

seems, any

corroborating

evidence

whatsoever.

There have

always been

conspiracy

theories around

anyone who has

unexpected

or

unwelcome

success in racing and I have often been

on the receiving end of jibes such as

‘he’s a vet, he must be giving them

something’, but people like Jim Bolger

should know better. He is one of the

most successful trainers of our time and,

if he can achieve so much without

cheating, why can’t he accept that

others can too?

LSO in the Racing Post last

month was an excellent piece

by Julian Muscat on the

tremendous success enjoyed by Charlie

Appleby and Godolphin this year. In it

due respect is given to Charlie for his,

undoubted, skills as a trainer but if there

is any ‘secret’ to Godolphin’s current

dominance it is the one explained by

Muscat. It is ‘pedigree power’. We are

told that Charlie Appleby ran 62

individuals by Dubawi in 2021 and I

think we can safely assume that there

were many others by the same sire that,

for one reason or another, did not run.

What’s more, while it isn’t just about

one sire, the presence of all those sons

and daughters of Dubawi sets a standard

for the yard which dictates that those by

other sires will need to have a very

impressive pedigree to find a place in

that team.

Likewise, Aidan O’Brien had large

the BHA to step back in favour of the

RCA and the Horsemen’s Group.

OHN Scanlon’s ‘Off The Bridle’

piece on the subject (p.21) is well

worth reading and points out that this

is all about ARC’s failure to secure a

deal allowing them to run nine-race

cards through the winter.

It seems that some pretty vociferous

emails were sent by David Thorpe

(chairman) and Martin Cruddace

(CEO) of ARC to the BHA and NTF.

It clearly got quite heated but I

couldn’t help but smile when seeing

that Martin Cruddace apparently wrote

to Emma Lavelle (president of the

NTF) and said that ARC would deal

only with Charlie Parker, chairman of

the Horsemen’s Group, in future. ‘We

have no need to engage with the

NTF’s leadership next year’, he

apparently wrote. Well, I’m sure that it

would be very nice for him to only

negotiate with people who agree with

him, but he knows that it doesn’t

usually work like that.

numbers by Galileo, and Sadler’s Wells

before that, which set a very high bar

for the pedigrees in his yard. He may

have had to bow a little to the power of

Godolphin in 2021 but I think we can

rest assured that, with the power of the

Coolmore stallion and mare bands

behind him, he will be a force to be

reckoned with for many years to come.

Jim Bolger, as I have already

suggested, is a phenomenal breeder and,

arguably, recognised the worth of

Galileo even before the great sire’s own

owners. Jim well knows that it is the

genes which principally dictate the

abilities of the animal. 

In my attempts to compete with the

powerhouses of racing I had to

recognise early on that I needed to get

better pedigrees. It has long been

recognised that I have been willing to

accept conformational ‘faults’ to get

better pedigrees. But there are plenty of

our competitors who still claim that they

can see the ability to run in the looks

and conformation, and this always

leaves opportunities for buyers like

myself. 

T is often frustrating to consider

the magnitude of the mountain we

are up against when I look at the

pedigrees of the horses I must compete

against, and consider how many

Dubawis, Galileos and Frankels other

trainers have; but I have never resorted

to claiming that they are cheating or

giving them some substance to make

them run faster. There is no logic

whatsoever to those claims.
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