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No way to treat racegoers

I go racing at racecourses in Scotland and

the North of England at least once a week.

Now that the sheer pleasure of being back

on track has waned, I am becoming more

frustrated with the disregard for

spectators. After the Covid lockdowns,

everyone agreed how good it was to have

spectators return. 

Now tracks put on eight-race cards,

which can mean up to five hours on the

course, plus the time spent travelling to

and from the venue. Races are typically

small-field, poor-quality affairs. Catering

is poor to non-existent; there are often no

racecards; the list goes on and on.

And when courses do have crowds,

they rip them off - £6.80 for a pint at

Cheltenham! The racecourses now seem

to be run on a business model of

regarding their prime driver being the

income received from media rights and

the levy. 

ARC says it wants nine-race cards. I

have had the misfortune to have attended

similar such meetings at Wolverhampton,

Kempton and Newcastle. No crowds, no

atmosphere, no (or poor) facilities.  No

thanks.

Racing needs to decide if it is a

spectator sport, or something that is just

held as a benefit for the bookies.

ALAN VANNAN 
Peebles
Scottish Borders

In defence of Julie

I feel compelled to respond to the letter

(or rather, email, as I am sure these days it

wasn’t sent in an envelope!) by Anthony

Latter in last month’s edition.

He has a good, reasonably

polite if pointed, go at Julie

Harrington, but as well as being

a bit tendentious and one-sided,

it is also a tad inaccurate. I have

never met Julie and I am

certainly not an apologist for

her, but irrespective of her initial

impact, clearly very negative in

Anthony’s view, she does

deserve some more time.

More importantly, Anthony

asks how they could appoint

someone with ‘no racing

experience’ to such an important

role. Julie spent eight years in a

senior role with Northern

Racing, as was, and it is clear

that Anthony is unaware of that

key fact.

I totally agree that ‘ruffling

of feathers’ is needed and whether Julie

can do that or not is unproven. I would

say a large volume of the interested

parties are very vocal about the ‘parlous

state of the industry’ and argue

‘something is rotten within British

racing’. 

It strikes me, as a relative newcomer to

this great sport, that a great number are

keen to highlight the ailments. But

whenever anyone comes along with a

potential solution or suggests a better way,

they are about as welcome as a burglar

unless they are steeped in the sector or

part of the myriad conflicting, committee-

led groups.

The much-called for change will only

happen by looking ‘out there’, because

looking ‘in there’ and making

appointments of time-served racing

aficionados only brings what is already

there. Is that not obvious?

I am sure that all those members of the

various groups associated with racing will
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have strong views about the state of our

railway system.  Well, that’s no surprise

because the industry is run by numerous

groups, committee-led, with lots of

different interests; and that’s why we have

all cursed at some point on our various

travels.

A good friend of mine who took over a

private hospital business years ago was

from a transport rather than a healthcare

background. The clinicians  and

specialists (for them, read racing’s

interested parties) were up in arms and

cried: ‘What do you know about

healthcare?’ He responded that he was

there to sort out the business and not their

specific areas of expertise. Within 18

months the place had moved from being

rated 33rd out of 35 hospitals to 5th of 35.

I suppose that’s a long-winded way of

saying that if you think the solution to

racing’s ailments lies within, rather than a

combination of within and without, then

any ‘progress’ will be equal to the status

quo. So please just relax and welcome

change and the ‘ruffling of feathers’.

What a great sport we have, and now

even golf is modernising! Who would

have thought?

ALAN PARK
Grantham 
Member of KPs 20/26/31

The Klarion welcomes your letters 

Send to: klarion@johnston.racing 
or

Kingsley Klarion, Kingsley Park, 
Park Lane, Middleham, DL8 4QZ

Please include your name, postal address and a telephone contact number

Letters may be edited

Julie Harrington


