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Julie’s not what racing needs

I, too, watched the recent Nick Luck tv

interview with Julie Harrington, the new

chief executive of the BHA, which John

Scanlon referred to in his ‘Off The Bridle’

column in October’s Klarion.

‘Uninspiring’ is about the nicest

comment I can muster for her

performance.

She exuded absolutely no passion, no

‘get up and go’, and, most importantly,

very little knowledge of horse racing. Her

previous executive stint at British Cycling

could not have prepared her for the mind-

blowing complexities associated with the

bringing together of all the competing

factions of the racing world.

How could the BHA appoint, to such an

important position for the industry, a

person with absolutely no racing

background? Maybe they simply do not

want someone to ‘ruffle a few feathers’ as

the ‘ruffling’ may include a long overdue

clear-out at the BHA itself. 

I suspect the thinking behind their

appointment of her was: ‘Let’s bring in a

candidate who has no concept of how

badly racing has been run in the past so

that we can indoctrinate them from our

point of view first’.

ANTHONY LATTER
London NW3

That ‘Golden Partnership’

Many thanks for the glowing review in last

month’s edition of the Kingsley Klarion of

my book about the highly successful

Kingsley Park partnership, KP10, entitled

The Golden Partnership, and the picture-

story of myself with the book alongside

Mark and Charlie Johnston, Jock Bennett

and Joe Fanning.

I am delighted to say the self-published

book has been very well received and sales

are progressing steadily. Would you be

kind enough to point out to any of your

readers who may be interested to read

about this amazing partnership that the

book is available from York Publishing

Services (telephone: 01904 431213) and

online at ypdbooks.com.

I would point out (tongue in cheek!) that

there has been no panic-buying and stock

is still available! 

John Buchan, when asked why he had

written “The 39 Steps”, replied along the

lines that he had done so to keep his mind

occupied and as a means of entertainment.

He went on to say that, if and when it were

published it sold only one copy, ‘that will

be sufficient reward for my labours’. I

couldn’t put it better myself!

Modesty prevents me from listing too

many of the scintillating reviews, but

please permit me to let Klarion readers

know of the comments of two trusted

reviewers who will be known to them all:

‘A terrific read’  --  Mark Johnston
‘A fabulous job’  --  John Scanlon
Thanks so much for all your support!

ROBIN HOLLEYHEAD
Wetherby  -  Partner in KP10

Super picture, super performance

I have just received the October edition of

the Kingsley Klarion and wanted to

comment on the superb cover photo of

Royal Patronage. His performance in

winning the Royal Lodge Stakes was

superb that day and he thoroughly

deserved the win.

I also very much enjoyed the article

about the Zetland Stakes, the Group 3 for

two-year-olds over a mile and a quarter at

Newmarket. I have always thought it to be

a much under-rated race. I remember

Twice Over winning the Zetland before

becoming a multiple Group 1 winner for

the late Sir Henry Cecil.

Many thanks for sending me the

Klarion, and here’s wishing Johnston

Racing every success in the future.

DAVID SAMS
Hoddesdon, Herts

A heartfelt thank-you

We write to say a big thank-you to Mark

and Deirdre Johnston for inviting us to

visit Kingsley Park, and to Mikaelle

Lebreton who gave up so much of her time

to show us around. (see story on page 19)

KINGSLEY KICKBACK
Our son Luke fell ill with meningitis

very suddenly in December 2019, when he

was just seven. He spent four days fighting

for his life in Sheffield Children’s Hospital,

and while he battled back bravely to

overcome the meningitis, the sepsis that

had set in meant he lost the lower parts of

his arms and legs.

Luke endured surgery every Monday,

Wednesday and Friday for a long spell, and

in total endured 24 operations. He was in

hospital for five months, but with lots of

physio and rehab he learnt to do many

things again and, luckily, the meningitis

didn’t affect his mind or spirit.

We now like to introduce him to all sorts

of different experiences and he was excited

when we suggested a trip to a racing yard.

We approached Mark and Deirdre and they

readily agreed to let him visit. He and his

elder brother Harry, as well as my wife

Christine and myself, had a great morning

seeing all the fabulous facilities and, of

course, the wonderful horses.

It gave us all an enjoyable family day

out, and allowed us to forget for a while

the day-to-day struggles and worries we

normally have to deal with. I hope Luke

showed everybody at the yard he is a

confident, independent young man getting

about on his prosthetics and in his electric

chair. And he loves to chat (I hope,

Deirdre, you enjoyed his lesson on

dinosaurs!). He enjoyed seeing everything,

especially the horses on the gallops and in

the swimming pool.

Again, many thanks to all concerned for

a great day and making us feel so

welcome.

ADAM, CHRISTINE, HARRY AND LUKE
MORTIMER
Skipton
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