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OHNSTON RACING entered

three of the eight runners in this

year’s Shergar Cup Classic, and

the yard’s support for the

popular team competition was rewarded

with a win and second place.

The yard has always been supportive

of the Shergar Cup, especially in the

early years of the team competition when

the prize-money on offer was particularly

generous.

It began back in

1999, when the

inaugural event was

held at Goodwood

before switching to

Ascot the following

year. It’s a competition

which has seen the

yard enjoy

considerable success. For example,

Johnston Racing sent out the winner of

the Shergar Cup Classic in 2013,

courtesy of Royal Skies, partnered by

Gerald Mosse. The stable struck in the

Classic again in 2019, when Hayley

Turner rode Sapa Inca to victory.

In this year’s Shergar Cup Classic,

over a mile and a half, Johnston Racing

was responsible for State of Bliss,

Annandale and Harlem Soul, ridden

respectively by Nicola Currie, Andrea

Atzeni and Kevin Stott.

Star Caliber made the running at a

decent pace, opening up a sizeable gap of

10 lengths at one stage, and still had a

decent advantage turning for home.

Harlem Soul raced prominently before

weakening, while Annandale and State of

Bliss, who had raced towards the rear in

the early stages, began to cut into the

deficit.

Racing on the outer, State of Bliss

took the lead under a strong drive from

Nicola Currie, on her first ride for the

yard, with just over a furlong to race, and

kept on strongly to defeat Annandale by

three and three-quarter lengths, with Star

Caliber a neck away in third.

‘I had a very straightforward ride on

State of Bliss,’ said Nicola Currie after

the race. 

‘I jumped intending to be positive, but

we went a really hard gallop, so I just

settled him in on the way round. He just

keeps finding, so I really wanted to get

him rolling as soon as I could and,

thankfully, I was able to do that. The

further we went, the better he has gone.’

Mark was also delighted with the

performance of Barbara and Alick

Richmond’s Gleneagles colt, who was

stepping up to a mile and a half for the

first time. 

‘Today, State of Bliss finished so

well,’ he told the Klarion after the race. 

‘He’s won today on what is good to

soft ground over a trip we thought would

be far enough for him.'

The win helped Nicola take the

Alistair Haggis Silver Saddle for the

day’s top rider. She rode two winners

and had a second and a third placing; not

bad for someone called up at the last

minute as a replacement for Hollie

Doyle.The 28-year-old jockey was in a

daze at the conclusion of the event. ‘It

hasn’t sunk in yet,’ she told the Ascot

press corps. 

‘I was hoping I might nick one today

or that the team could win on points, but

to ride a double is unbelievable.’

ICOLA became the fourth

female to win the Silver Saddle,

following the exploits of

Sammy Jo Bell in 2015 and Hayley

Turner in 2018 and 2019.

As for State of Bliss, this was a richly

deserved success for a consistent colt

who has finished second four times and

second twice in the last six races since

his last win.
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Shergar cup bliss for Currie!

State Of Bliss, right under Nicola Currie, beats stablemate Annandale home with Andrea Atzeni up (yellow silks)

Nicola Currie


