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Racing’s Royal

Patronage may

have started as

the 25/1 outsider of a field of

five for this year’s renewal of the

Acomb Stakes at York on August

18, but the Wootton Bassett colt

led from pillar to post to land

the spoils in authoritative

fashion.

You might have thought the bookies

would have known better, for Mark had

previously won the race four times.

Now his tally of five victories is a

record for the Acomb.

Formerly a conditions event, the

Acomb Stakes was elevated to a Listed

race in 1998 and given Group 3 status in

2006. Run over seven furlongs, it’s a

race in which the stable has enjoyed

conspicuous success over the years.

of the market. Dubawi Legend had been

an impressive Doncaster winner in July,

while Ehraz was an equally impressive

winner at Ascot a day later. Noble Truth

had outpointed Ehraz at Newmarket on

the latter horse’s debut. These were the

horses the market favoured, talked up

by the pundits and tipsters. By contrast,

Royal Patronage was relatively

unconsidered and allowed to start at

generous odds.

OYAL Patronage had had three

starts prior to the Acomb.

Highly thought of earlier in the

season, he was sent to York’s Dante

meeting for his debut, where he finished

in mid-division over six furlongs. At

Sandown in June, he improved over

seven furlongs when following Native

Trail home in a decent maiden, and at

Epsom at the end of July he looked a

horse on the upgrade when running out

Darryll Holland partnered Bijou d’Inde

to victory in the race in 1995, while

Kevin Darley won the 2002 renewal on

Bourbonnais; Joe Fanning struck on

Elliots World in 2004, and, after Steeler

finished second in the 2012 renewal,

Gear Up secured a fourth win for the

yard under Silvestre de Sousa last year.

Much of the pre-race hype

surrounded the three horses at the head
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don’t see any reason

why he wouldn’t get

a mile.’

In the immediate

aftermath of the race, Mark

recalled his first winner of the

race, Stuart Morrison’s Bijou

d’Inde. 

‘I remember Darryll Holland

dismounting after the race and saying

this is a Group 1 horse, and of course he

was proved right. I think these days all

horses who win the Acomb are usually

Group 1 horses. I hope Royal Patronage

is,’ he said.

Asked about targets for the winner,

Mark was non-committal. 

‘We’ll go home and think about

targets,’ he told the press pack at York. 

‘On pedigree, the horse will clearly

stay further. It may be the Dante will

suit better than the Guineas, but only

time will tell.’

the comfortable winner of a

seven-furlong novice stakes.

ASON Hart took the

ride on Royal

Patronage and asked

the colt to make the

running. 

Travelling strongly throughout, the

colt was asked for his effort with a

quarter of a mile still to race. Royal

Patronage kept on well, and as the

challenges expected of the hyped-up

horses failed to materialise, he kept on

well to score by two and a quarter

lengths from Imperial Fighter.

‘I was very confident of this lad,’ a

delighted Jason Hart told the Klarion. 

‘He gave me a nice feel at Epsom,

and the way he was travelling down the

straight I thought it would take a good

one to pass me. I think he’s fine at

seven furlongs for the time being, but I
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In the meantime, quotes of 20/1 for

the Guineas were nice to hear for the

Wootton Bassett colt. He is out of the

Dalakhani mare, Shalouska, who was

trained in France and who won a

maiden over 10 furlongs at Maisons-

Laffitte on her debut for her breeder, the

Aga Khan.

HILE connections will no

doubt mull things over, a

possible tilt at the Royal

Lodge Stakes (Group 2) at the end of

September would seem a likely target

for this fast-improving colt.
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