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HE ROYAL Lodge Stakes is one of the most

prestigious races of the season for juvenile colts and

geldings. Established in 1946, the race is named after

Royal Lodge, a royal residence situated in Windsor Great Park,

and it was originally run at Ascot. In 1948, the race was

extended to one mile from its original distance of five furlongs,

and in 1987 it was restricted to colts and geldings.

Boasting Group 2 status, the race is now run on Newmarket’s

Rowley Mile course and takes place on the final day of the

Cambridgeshire meeting. Over the years the race has been won

by an array of top-class racehorses such as St Paddy, Royal

Palace, Ela-Mana-Mou, Benny The Dip, Roaring Lion and, of

course, Frankel.

The Johnston stable has an excellent record in the Royal

Lodge, having won the race three times. The first of the

Johnston winners was Mister Baileys in 1993. Paul Venner’s

colt had already won two races as a juvenile that year, winning

the Vintage Stakes at Goodwood after slamming a field of

maidens at Newcastle on his debut. Mister Baileys came to

Ascot after a reverse in the Gimcrack Stakes at York, where

jockey Dean McKeown dropped his whip in the closing stages.

NEW jockey was called into action for the Royal

Lodge. Frankie Dettori came in for the ride, and the

colt was sent off as joint favourite with the late Henry

Cecil’s impressive Yarmouth winner, Florid. Settled in midfield

by Dettori, Mister Baileys made smooth progress to hit the front

with just over a furlong to race, and kept on well to score by half

a length from Convivial. Of course next time out Mister Baileys

gave Mark his first Classic success in the 2,000 Guineas at

Newmarket.

Like Mister Baileys, Jukebox Jury

also won at Goodwood as a juvenile,

although his victory was in a maiden

on his racecourse debut. Alan

Spence’s Montjeu colt came to the

2008 renewal of the  Royal Lodge

after two races in France, where he

finished third in Longchamp’s Group

3 Prix La Rochette. 

At Ascot he was ridden by Royston

Ffrench, and the step up in trip to a

mile, together with the return to a

sounder racing surface, saw Jukebox

Jury post a progressive performance

to land the Group 2 prize by three-

quarters of a length from Cityscape.

Again, Jukebox Jury went on to prove

himself at Group 1 level, with wins in

the Preis von Europa and the Irish St

Leger.

Our third Royal Lodge winner was

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed’s

Steeler. The Raven’s Pass colt was another to have tasted

success at Goodwood prior to running in the Royal Lodge;

indeed, Steeler had won twice there, first in a seven-furlong

maiden in August and then in a Listed event over seven

furlongs, the Peter Willett Stakes, at the beginning of September.

On both occasions, he was ridden by Kieren Fallon, and the

former champion jockey retained the ride at Newmarket.

ELPED by a tailwind, Steeler broke the juvenile track

record in landing the Royal Lodge. Always

prominent, Steeler was driven into the lead with three

furlongs to run and got the better of a duel with Artigiano by a

length, the pair three and a half lengths clear of the third horse.

Sadly, Steeler wasn’t able to land a Group 1. He did, however,

finish third next time out in the Racing Post Trophy behind

Kingsbarns before being transferred to Godolphin.

As far as this year’s renewal of the race is concerned,

Johnston Racing has a number of entries, including the Acomb

Stakes winner, Royal Patronage. Any winner of the Royal Lodge

gives connections something to dream about over the winter, so

let’s hope the stable can welcome home its fourth winner of the

Royal Lodge in 2021!

LOOKING AHEAD TO . . . 
The Royal Lodge Stakes

WHERE: Newmarket

WHEN: September 25
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Jukebox Jury and Royston Ffrench
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