
TABLE APPRETICE Olli Stammers was fortunate

to escape serious injury when caught up in a horror

fall at Chester on July 9. The 20-year-old jockey was

unseated from his mount, the Ian Williams-trained

Sir Min, when the Caravaggio colt clipped the heels of a rival in

the early stages of the seven-furlong nursery event during the

Friday night meeting.

After being treated on course by paramedics, Olli was

airlifted by the North West Air Ambulance to the nearest major

trauma centre to the track at Aintree Hospital. Racing was

delayed by 45 minutes as the drama unfolded.

Olli suffered a concussion and a leg injury in the fall, but

fortunately no bones were broken and Olli should make a full

recovery from his injuries. Typically of the young jockey, Olli

took to social media to express his thanks to the teams at Chester

and at Aintree Hospital for all their assistance.

The fall could not have come at a worse time for Olli as he is

enjoying his best season to date, having clocked up 19 wins

from 150 rides in 2021. He has been given rides by a growing

list of other trainers, and he rode a hat-trick of winners for

Gillian Boanas on Broctune Red in the early part of the year.

The Klarion checked in with Olli on July 28 to see how he

was and to ask when we might expect to see him back in the

saddle. Unfortunately, progress has been slower than had been

initially anticipated. 

‘Things have been very frustrating for me and the concussion

is taking longer to settle than we had first hoped,’ he said.

‘I’ve been getting really bad headaches and dizziness so I

have had to rest. This week I have started to improve slightly

and hopefully I can get to do more next week.’

Olli is booked for some rehab sessions at the IJF’s Jack Berry

House in Malton as soon as he is ready, but, at the moment,

there is no clear idea of when he’ll be fit to return. 

‘It’s been very frustrating for me,’ admits Olli, ‘but I have to

stay positive and be patient. Hopefully I can come back better

and stronger than ever.’

It’s the right attitude to adopt and hopefully this talented

young rider will be back in the saddle before too long.
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Olli rode his first winner, Ravenhoe, in February 2018


