
OR ME, the highlight of this year’s Royal Ascot was

the sight of Joe Fanning’s weighing room colleagues

gathering to welcome him back into the winner’s

enclosure after riding Subjectivist to victory in a memorable

renewal of the Gold Cup.

It was fantastic to see the popular Irishman showcase his

extraordinary riding talent at the highest level, and even better

to see the acclaim afforded to him by his fellow jockeys in the

immediate aftermath of the race. 

Despite the fact that Joe has ridden more than 2,500 winners,

including three Group 1 winners and nine successes at Royal

Ascot, and that he is second only to Frankie Dettori in terms of

active jockeys with most career wins, there is little doubt that

Joe remains under appreciated by the racing public, and indeed

in this month’s Straight Talking, Mark refers to him as ‘the

most underrated jockey in the weighing room’.

Joe’s relatively low profile is even more difficult to fathom

when you realise that he currently sits in ninth position in the

standings for the all-time winningmost jockey in Britain and is

closing in on Fred Archer’s total (2,748) to go eighth.

I’d like to think that part of the motivation behind the

spontaneous reaction of his colleagues in the weighing room is

that they, individually and collectively, appreciate Joe’s talent

and modesty and wanted to celebrate that at a time when, for

once, Joe was in the limelight. 

They were also clearly celebrating a fantastic ride. A master

of the judgement of pace, Joe rode Subjectivist with the utmost

confidence, a confidence perhaps instilled in the jockey by

Subjectivist’s imperious, track record-breaking display at

Meydan in March.

Before making his decisive move in the race, Subjectivist

was travelling strongly, seeming almost to be cantering. Joe

wasn’t interested in where Stradivarius was positioned in the

race. Rather he was intent on giving his partner the best

opportunity to produce his form, which contributed to a

fantastic, memorable performance.

‘Everyone talks about Steve Cauthen as the great front-

running jockey,’ said Mark Johnston after the Gold Cup. ‘I

always put Jason Weaver up in the same league but I don't think

there's anyone better than Joe Fanning. He's absolutely perfect

at setting the pace and it was perfect all the way round.’

Commentators on the racing scene often describe the

working relationship between Mark and Joe as one based on

loyalty. To me, that’s a quality too easily inferred from any

longstanding relationship. And Joe has been riding out with the

Johnston string since 1995.

If you’ll permit me, I’d rather characterise the relationship

using two better words  - ‘respect’ and ‘trust’. They respect

each other as masters of their respective crafts, and know that

they can trust each other to do the job to the best of their ability.

It’s a winning formula . . . just ask anyone who witnessed a

very special renewal of the Gold Cup.

Off the Bridle
by JOHN SCANLON

HANKS TO Subjectivist’s Ascot heroics, the profile of

the Goodwood Cup, to be run on July 27, has risen

enormously. Unlike at Ascot, where the Gold Cup is

the centrepiece of the Thursday (Ladies Day) card, the

Goodwood Cup is to be run on the first day of the Qatar

Goodwood Festival.

What a way to kick off British racing’s premier summer

festival, if, as anticipated, the race witnesses a rematch between

Stradivarius and Subjectivist!

After the Gold Cup, Frankie Dettori came in for some

criticism after running into some ‘traffic problems’ at a crucial

stage of the race. To my mind, that criticism was unfair. Firstly,

horses are not machines and we have no idea of the feel

Stradivarius was giving Frankie on the day; secondly, although

Stradivarius was not ideally placed to cover Subjectivist’s

decisive burst, at his very best, and granted a clear run, he may

well have been able to fight out a close finish with Dr Jim

Walker’s colt.

We now have the mouth-watering prospect of seeing how

these great stayers shape up at Goodwood. Bear in mind the

Goodwood Cup is run over just two miles and on a very

different track to Ascot; also factor in the weather and the going.

And as most people will agree, the Goodwood track is a difficult

one to ride. I’d expect Subjectivist to prove superior once more,

but I very much respect Stradivarius as the horse to beat on the

Downs.
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EGULAR readers of this column (and I’m hoping

that’s not just me!) might recall that in last

September’s edition of the Klarion I expressed

concern about the appointment of Julie Harrington as the new

chief executive of the BHA.

In particular, I suggested that her CV might lead one to infer

she was a jack of all trades, and master of none, and I also

bemoaned the fact that, despite her having been appointed in

August, she was not scheduled to take up her new role until

January of this year.

I read Bill Barber’s recent interview with her in the Racing Post

with great interest. While having every sympathy with her

having to settle into a new job in the midst of the Covid-19

crisis, and while I appreciate that as interviewee she was not in

a position to control the headline used by the Post, it’s a little

depressing to read that ‘I was expecting to roll my sleeves up –

but I didn’t envisage how tough it would be.’

I suspect that any trainer, owner, breeder, bloodstock agent or

sales company could have given her a heads up on that one!

Having been in post for six months, it’s now time for Julie to

raise her profile and show us what she can bring to British

racing.
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