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ACING CONTINUES to recover from the restrictions

imposed as a result of the coronavirus pandemic, with

the sport having resumed on June 1, 2020, after a

suspension of two and a half months.

Many of our readers will have suffered directly as a result of

Covid, and many more might yet suffer as a result of damage to

their health or the economy. So we appreciate that these

considerations are far more important than a look back on the

fortunes of Johnston Racing, but trust that you will forgive us

for considering how the enforced break affected the stable’s

record of achieving a double-century of wins.

Our table, below, shows the number of British runners and

winners trained by Johnston Racing in the last five calendar

years and the corresponding strike rates, to the nearest

percentage.

At first sight, the effect of the suspension of racing on

Johnston Racing’s efforts to amass a double-century of wins in

2020 is obvious. With the average number of runners over the

previous four years being 1,423, the yard had 149 fewer chances

to rack up the necessary winners.

At the Klarion, we thought it might be a better way to assess

the yard’s record overall by looking at the results over the

calendar year since resumption, from June 1, 2020, to May 31,

2021.

Our second table

records the number of

British wins and runners

per month during that

period. 

That total gives a win

strike rate of 15.75%.

Seen in that context, the

achievements of Johnston

Racing’s horses over the

last 12 months or so

clearly fall in line with

those of the 2017 to 2019

period. It suggests the

‘failure’ to reach a

double-century in 2020 is

no more than a statistical

blip  --  here’s hoping

2021 proves that to be the

case!

What might have been 
R

YEAR No OF WINS TOTAL RUNS STRIKE RATE

2016 195 1,413 14%

2017 215 1,379 16%

2018 226 1,440 16%

2019 249 1,459 17%

2020 169 1,274 13%

28 NOT OUT!
NE OF the achievements of

which Mark Johnston and the

team at Kingsley Park are most

proud is the remarkable streak of

consecutive centuries of British winners in

a calendar year. 

And well they might be.  For in every

year since 1994 the yard has sent out the

winners of more than 100 British flat

races.

Whatever way you look at it, that

amounts to a proud history of consistency

in training winners which is unparalleled

in the history of the British turf.

It seems like an eternity since Mark

surpassed the record for most consecutive

centuries. The previous holder was the late

Sir Henry Cecil, and the record was then

in single figures. When Jadhlaan won a

novice event for Johnston Racing and

owners Shadwell Estate Company at York

on June 11, the Dark Angel colt was

completing Johnston Racing’s 28th

consecutive century . . . a truly amazing

achievement.

In truth, with the yard now regularly

targeting a figure in excess of 200 winners

a year, much of the interest in tracking the

yard’s performance year by year is to see

how quickly the first century can be

assembled. Until this year, two particular

campaigns stood out as having witnessed

the fastest Kingsley Park century. In 2009,

Holberg lifted the Queen’s Vase to secure

winner number 100;  then 10 years later

Raffle Prize landed the Queen Mary

Stakes at Royal Ascot to chalk up the

century. Both of these stand-out wins were

achieved on June 19.

So, as our table below attests,

Jadhlaan’s win has ensured that 2021 will

go down as the year Johnston Racing both

extended its record streak and produced its

fastest domestic century.

With such a fabulous record for the first

six months of 2021, the pressure is on for

Mark and the team to make this another

bumper year for Johnston Racing. July can

usually be relied on to provide a feast of

winners for the yard, so let’s hope this

year’s July campaign continues in similar

vein.

MONTH WINS RUNS

June 2020 41 141

July 2020 31 223

August 2020 19 197

September 2020 24 196

October 2020 20 161

November 2020 3 74

December 2020 9 47

January 2021 21 53

February 2021 5 32

March 2021 11 60

April 2021 33 148

May 2021 17 154

Total 234 1,486

Century streak continues
. . . at record speed

YEAR 100th British winner Date of 100th win

2015 Malimbi July 4

2016 Lumiere July 7

2017 Poet’s Society June 29

2018 Kilbarchan June 20

2019 Raffle Prize June 19

2020 Run This Way August 11

2021 Jadhlaan June 11
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