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NE OF Royal Ascot’s more controversial races in

recent years has been the Queen’s Vase. The race

was established in 1838, when Queen Victoria gave

a gold vase as the original prize for the race.

At first the race was over a distance of two miles for three-

year-olds, but it was opened up to older horses in 1840.

In 1971, at the outset of the pattern, the race held Group 3

status, but it was relegated to a Listed event in 1986. The race

was once more restricted to the Classic generation in 1987,

and restored to Group 3 level in 1991.

Further tinkering with the status of the race continued,

when the event was once more downgraded to Listed status in

2014. We then had the bizarre move whereby, in a raft of

measures designed to improve the opportunities for stayers,

the race was promoted to Group 2 level while the distance

was cut to a mile and six furlongs.

The winningmost trainer in the race is the late Henry Cecil,

whose horses won no fewer than eight renewals of the race.

Along with Aidan O’Brien, Mark Johnston has won the race

seven times, as our table (opposite page) demonstrates.

All of these victories for horses trained by Mark occurred

while the race was run over two miles, and all bar one

(Hartnell) while the event enjoyed Group 3 status.

The leading rider in the race is George Fordham, who rode

in the Victorian era and who amassed six wins. Ryan Moore is

poised to join him, as he has five wins gained on horses from

the powerful Stoute and O’Brien yards in recent years.

Among notable horses who have won the Vase over the

years are the formidable stayers Le Moss and Stradivarius,

while two horses have achieved the Queen’s Vase/St Leger

double in recent years – Leading Light in 2013 and Kew

Gardens in 2018.

Although the race, even at a mile and six furlongs, requires

a good degree of stamina from a young horse, more often than

not the Vase is won by a classy individual.

OAPY DANGER was an interesting winner for the

yard in 2006. Unraced as juvenile, the Danzig colt

made his debut on the all-weather in February 2006,

and the Queen’s Vase was his seventh run. He had won three

races prior to the Royal meeting, the last of which was a

decent mile and a half handicap at Haydock at the beginning

of June.

In the Vase itself, Soapy Danger, who was stepping up in

trip by a full half-mile, raced a little lazily and Kevin Darley
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had to keep him up to his work. Driven into the lead two

furlongs from home, he kept on well to score by one and a

quarter lengths and half a length respectively from Galient

and Ermine Sea.

EXT time out, Soapy Danger showed his versatility

by landing the Group 2 Princess of Wales’s Stakes

on Newmarket’s July course, getting the better of

the subsequent Grand Prix de Saint-Cloud winner, Mountain

High, by three-quarters of a length.

The following season saw Soapy Danger advertise his

flexibility once more, when he failed by just a neck to land the

Group 3 Arc Trial at Newbury over just 11 furlongs.

The Halling colt, Holberg, ran five times as a juvenile,

scoring wins at Southwell and Kempton in

November/December. After a reappearance win at Leicester

over a mile and a half, Holberg finished third behind

stablemate, Parthenon, in the Listed Glasgow Stakes at

.   the Queen’s Vase 

Hamilton Park before heading to Ascot.

Brought smoothly through to head the 14-strong field at

Ascot, Holberg drew clear in the final furlong to score by four

lengths from Yankee Doodle, with Godolphin’s Mastery a

further three-quarters of a length back in third. That horse,

originally trained by Mark, would go on to land the St Leger

and, in the following year, the Hong Kong Vase, and so his

defeat by Holberg was a huge feather in his cap. 

Transferred to Godolphin, Holberg competed in

Americain’s Melbourne Cup in 2010, finishing a close-up

sixth.

Three-year-olds develop rapidly at this time of year so it’s

hard to pick-out likely contenders for this year’s renewal of

the race in advance. But if past performance is anything to go

by, Johnston Racing can surely be expected to unearth a

candidate for an important race in which they have enjoyed

such success.

Johnston Racing – Previous Winners of the Queen’s Vase

Year Horse Owner Jockey

2001 And Beyond
Maktoum Al

Maktoum
K Darley

2003 Shanty Star
Maktoum Al

Maktoum
K Darley

2005 Melrose Avenue Sheikh Mohammed K Darley

2006 Soapy Danger Mrs Renata Jacobs K Darley

2009 Holberg
Sheikh Hamdan bin

Mohammed
J Fanning

2011 Namibian
Sheikh Hamdan bin

Mohammed
S de Sousa

2014 Hartnell
Sheikh Hamdan bin

Mohammed
J Fanning

Deirdre Johnston aboard Hartnell at Ascot 
on the morning of his Queen’s Vase win
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(Joe Fanning)

Namibian
(Silvestre de Sousa)

Hartnell
(Joe Fanning)

N


