
ANY OF our readers will be

aware that the best-selling

author Jilly Cooper is a

keen racing fan. She has long been a

friend of the Johnston stable, too.

Some years ago, when Jilly decided to

focus her writing talents on the world of

Flat racing, she spent some time with

Johnston Racing researching various

aspects of the sport.

During that time, Jilly forged a great

friendship with Mark and Deirdre and we

are delighted to say she has been a great

supporter of the Klarion!

Recently, Mark and Deirdre were

looking for a name for their Lope de

Vega filly (pictured above under Becky

Wright) out of the Henrythenavigator

mare, Jillnextdoor. Inspired by the mare’s

name they decided to ask Jilly whether

they could name the two-year-old in her

honour.

Jilly Cooper was thrilled to hear from

the Johnstons. 

‘I love the Johnstons

so much and they have

become great friends,’

she told the Klarion.

‘They wrote to me,

saying they had a horse

who was out of a mare

called Jillnextdoor, and

asked if they could call

her Jilly Cooper. I was so

excited. I think the nicest

thing anyone can do is to

name a horse after you!’

By a happy

coincidence, Jilly the filly

also reminds Jilly of her

own first pony. ‘My first pony, Willow,

was a little bay filly and this is a little bay

filly, too. She is beautiful,’ she said.

Jillnextdoor was considered good

enough to contest the Queen Mary Stakes

at Ascot as a juvenile and won over the

minimum distance at Ffos

Las in a juvenile maiden.

Jilly Cooper the horse made

her debut at Beverley in the

Hilary Needler Trophy

Fillies’ Conditions Stakes

on May 29. She has clearly

inherited some of her dam’s

speed as she led the field

for four furlongs, having to

give best in the final

furlong to the more

experienced Lady

Ayresome and Guilded.

With her equine

namesake having made

such a promising debut, we

very much hope that Jilly will enjoy

watching the filly run, and we are

keeping our fingers crossed that the filly

is as much a winner on the track as her

namesake has been in the bestsellers’

charts!

Jilly’s sweet on . . . Jilly!
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