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Flaws and weaknesses 

Reluctantly, I put pen to paper as I realise racing
politics can tend to consume people. However, I
write because I feel that, as with most activities,
Covid has exposed many of the flaws and
weaknesses within racing. Unless we come up
with some radical changes, racing is in for a long,
slow decline.

It is obvious that the factional interests of the
bookies, the Jockey Club, the government and
the BHA are never going to coalesce. As a result,
owners will drift away, leaving poor fare for the
enthusiasts and the punters. The big battalions
will increasingly operate abroad. 

Owners, in my opinion, are generally treated
as a necessary evil. Some trainers out there will
tell you anything to keep you quiet and sweet.
Even though I think I know about racing, it was
my wife who pointed out that I was, in the past,
being fed a diet of excuses. Since appointing a
professional racing manager the flow of
information has risen to a different level!
Racecourses pay lip service, but basically owners
are regarded as a nuisance who are taking up
space from paying customers. 

Last year I had a runner in the Derby,
something that had been for me a lifetime’s
dream. The horse ran well, being up with the
pace turning in but then fading into eighth place.
A couple of weeks later I received a letter from
Epsom saying thanks for running in the Derby
and could I write and thank the sponsors! It cost
£10k to enter and all I got was a letter. Not a
plaque or a photo or a memento — just a
brusque instructional letter! 

Obviously Covid diminished the experience
and we had to be socially distanced, but no one
talked to us. We were handed a cold cup of tea
and left to our own, very isolated, devices. Clare
Balding was there supporting her brother’s horse
and she spoke to us out of courtesy. How much
would it have cost to employ a professional
person to welcome us owners?  So having had a
battle in the first place to even get the horse to
run and then having had no fun at all, that letter
was the last straw.

The lack of diversity in racing is pretty
shocking and TV’s Rishi Persad nearly had his
head chewed off for raising the subject. So if
someone as well connected and articulate as him
gets no purchase on the subject, what hope is
there?

Other people, such as Mark Johnston and
Ralph Beckett, were also quickly roasted for
raising issues. This is disgraceful, as they are both
respected racing figures. Mark Johnston in
particular is a brilliant creative thinker who has a

great deal to offer, but it’s no wonder he has
almost given up offering his opinions. He is
always stereotyped and therefore effectively
marginalised. 

And so it goes on.  It is too late to get pool
betting to help with prize-money as in Australia
and France, and the Levy is an annual on-off saga
which offers no stability. Quite a lot of horses
seem to be doped and/or stopped from giving
their best efforts and some jockeys are shoving
cocaine up their noses, but does anyone really
care? And now we have the latest scandal, the
horror of drones above racecourses to give
gamblers a split-second edge.  Why not ban in-
running gambling, it certainly can’t be a healthy
occupation? 

Someone, somewhere needs to show some
leadership. There seems to be little light at the
end of the tunnel. Racing leaders retire early or
are sacked, possibly for being the wrong sex or
for being too disruptive. The government sees no
votes in the industry which employs 120,000
people. The Jockey Club has a conflict of interest
as it owns racecourses, and the BHA appears
moribund. Little seems to have been done about
the Felice Report into underhand practices at the
sales, and what are we doing about animal
rights? Racing sees animal welfare people as the
enemy and it will suffer because of this, and
because it does too little too late.

I have loved racing all my life but I am
personally now tired of seeing jockeys hit beaten
horses and of seeing horses wobbling  about in
three-mile chases before falling exhausted when
they should have been pulled up. The whip rules
are confusing and not appropriate for
professional sport. 

Come on everyone, wake up and smell the
coffee before this beautiful sport of ours is
completely ruined and we all go abroad with our
horses where the prize-money and the climate are
so much better!

JIM COCKBURN
Birmingham
(Owner with Johnston Racing)

Bring on Thunderous!

I just wanted to congratulate Johnston Racing on
your successful January and wish you every
continued success.

I am particularly looking forward to seeing
Thunderous race again this season. And I always
look forward to the Klarion!

DAVID SAMS
Hoddesdon, Herts

KINGSLEY KICKBACK
Keep it up

Many thanks for continuing to send me your
brilliant Kingsley Klarion magazine. It was
really good that Johnston Racing got off to a
great start to the year, and long may it continue.   

Thanks once again and I look forward to
following your fantastic team to plenty more
success this Flat season and maybe another
record.  You never know . . .

SIMON WHYBROW
Colwyn Bay, North Wales

Could Lewis adapt like Hollie?

I thought that John Scanlon‘s recent comments in
the Klarion regarding Hollie Doyle versus Lewis
Hamilton for the BBC Sports Personality of the
Year were absolutely right. Hollie wins on a
great variety of horses. Wouldn’t it be fun, and
frankly more interesting, to put Lewis in a
Williams car or that of another team and see how
he does? I have nothing against Lewis and I do
watch Formula One, but it can get a bit boring at
times.  

On horseracing, I do wish ITV Racing showed
rather more of the horses and rather less of the
presenters. I watch racing for the horses, and to
be honest, that’s all. I wish all the very best for
Mark Johnston‘s horses for the coming season.
The Johnston horse of the year for me last year
was Rose of Kildare. What a gutsy girl!

KATHRYN BOWMER HALL
Bury, Lancs
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