
Bitter-sweet memories 

of Saint-Cloud

Congratulations on the recent double

Group 1 success in Paris. I enjoyed

reading John Scanlon’s article about

those victories at Saint-Cloud in the

November Klarion. 

But unfortunately John’s references

to the events at Saint-Cloud in 2017 hit

a raw nerve of mine as I was there at

that time.  I was with a number of other

members of a Highclere syndicate who

had a filly trained by Freddy Head

named Luminate, who was due to run in

the Criterium that October afternoon.

Luminate, ridden by Freddy’s stable

jockey Aurelien Lemaitre, had won her

first race over a mile by a head at

Deauville on August 22, 2017, my

second visit to Deauville but first

winner.  Luminate’s second run was in

the Group 3 Prix de Conde at Chantilly

over 9 furlongs on October 7, winning

by three lengths. The next natural

stepping stone seemed to be the Group

1 Criterium de Saint-Cloud on October

29. 

As expected, there was a large

turnout of syndicate members

assembled in the restaurant overlooking

the racecourse for lunch. The year 2017

was the year that Aidan O’Brien was

going for the most Group wins in a

calendar year and he had at least one

runner in the Criterium. Freddy came to

see us in the restaurant before the race

and he was asked about the threat from

O’Brien. He stated quite categorically

that he wasn’t afraid and that Luminate

would win. 

The Criterium was the third race on

the card.  About half an hour before the

Criterium we thought it was time to go

down to the parade ring, although the

second race had not taken place. When

we got there we could see why. A large

number of protesters wearing white

baseball caps were blocking the

entrance to the parade ring from the

KINGSLEY KICKBACK
stables. Freddy explained what the

protest was about  —  the reduction in

prize-money for 2018 that had just been

announced.

Edouard de Rothschild, the President

of France Galop, understood their

grievance but was trying to get the

protesters to allow racing to carry on

that afternoon.  As well as the Group 1

Criterium there was a Group 3 race

scheduled later on and he explained that

if they didn’t take place that afternoon

they would be lost. No resolution

occurred and eventually the rest of the

card was abandoned. Luminate didn’t

race again that year.

Ironically Luminate’s first race as a

3yr old was back at Saint-Cloud on May

1, 2018 in a Group 3 over 10 furlongs

which she won by half a length, ridden

by Olivier Peslier. The authorities at

Saint-Cloud went out of their way to

make amends for the treatment we had

received the previous October. Back

again to Saint-Cloud on May 21 for
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another Group 3 over 10 furlongs where

Luminate was long odds-on; it was a

race to lose and we did. Aurelien

Lemaitre was back in the saddle and

this time Olivier Peslier was the villain

of the piece, keeping Luminate pegged

in on the rails until it was too late.

Aurelien forced his way through and

finished second by a short head, but was

guilty of interference to the horse that

finished fourth and so was placed fifth,

under French racing rules.

On June 17, 2018 we all decamped to

Chantilly for the Group 1 Prix de Diane

which was being run there as

Longchamp was still being refurbished.

Frankie Dettori took the ride and we

were drawn in stall 1, a plum draw if

you manage to use it. 

Luminate missed the break and

Frankie played catch-up for the first

furlong, and was then in the lead

coming into the straight, but the effort

of that first furlong had taken its toll

and she slowly drifted back through the

field to finish 12/13 to Laurens.

Luminate’s final race was back at

Deauville, a Group 2 over 12 furlongs

on August 19. But the spark had gone

and she finished 9/11.

Does the story have a happy ending?

Well, there were many enjoyable and

successful days’ racing in France and a

record of three wins from six races,

including two Group 3s. 

Luminate was sold at the December

Tattersalls Mares sale 2018 for

925,000gns, so a financial success. But

what might it have been had the

Criterium de Saint-Cloud been run in

2017?  

I shall look forward to Luminate’s

progeny appearing on the racetrack,

which according to my calculations

should be 2022.

PETER DYSON
Rotherham

When Wales had its own
Derby

The most important race in Wales is the

Welsh Grand National held at Chepstow

at Christmas time. But whatever

happened to the Welsh Derby that used

to be held at Piercefield Park, more

years ago now than some Chepstow

regular racegoers will remember?

The first Welsh Derby dates back 90

years ago to 1927 when it was worth

£2,000. But despite the big prize-money

— a considerable amount back then —

only five horses faced the starter and

Chantrey, trained by Alec Taylor, known

as The Manton Wizard, was an easy 10-

length winner.

Chantrey, who had won the Prince of

Wales Stakes at Royal Ascot, and who

had finished second in the Irish Derby,

was ridden by Henri Jellis, who the

following day won the Welsh Oaks on

Booklaw.

One jockey who won the Welsh

Derby on three occasions was the

legendary Freddie Fox. He scored on

Artist's Proof in 1929, in 1932 on

Epicure and in 1934 aboard Monksland.

The talented Freddie won the real thing

at Epsom on Cameronian in 1931 and

on Bahram in 1935.

The last pre-war Welsh Derby was

run in 1935 when Eph Smith, brother of

Doug, was successful aboard Bideford

Bay. However, Eph is remembered

chiefly for his Epsom Derby win on the

famed Blue Peter in 1939.

It is odd to think that when the Welsh

Derby was reintroduced in 1955, it

carried prize-money of just £600. Don't

forget that the prize- money for the

inaugural race back in 1927 had been

£2,000! It was really a non-event as Bill

Elliott on Knight Of the Dales walked

over to collect the prize.

The Royal jockey Harry Carr, who

won on Lighteran in 1957, went on to

win the Epsom Derby on Parthia in

1959. 

Another well-known jockey who was

successful was Jimmy Lindley who got

the 1958 race on an objection for

crossing when finishing runner-up to

first-past-the-post Laccydon. Jimmy, on

the Derek Candy-trained Crystal, had

been beaten 30 lengths and he said later:

'That must have been one of the luckiest

ever victories in the Welsh Derby.'

The Welsh Derby was revived again

in 1979 when trainer Henry Blagrave

sponsored the first three runnings. The

1980 race saw Ian Balding's Young

Turk, ridden by John Matthias,

successful. 

Over the following years the event

became a 'non-starter'  and seems to

have disappeared from the Welsh racing

calendar. Perhaps not for good, but for

the present at least.

BRIAN LEE
Cardiff

Eph Smith

Freddie Fox


