
. . . of the yard’s other October winners

OHNSTON RACING hit
winning ways early in the
October campaign with an across-

the-card double on October 2.
Rochester House initiated the double

with a decisive win in a handicap over
two miles at Ascot. John Brown and
Megan Dennis’s Galileo gelding was
one of five runners in the Gordon Carter
Handicap, a race the stable has won in
the past through Red Orator (2012) and
Dominating (2017). 
Joe Fanning won on both of those

horses and was in the saddle on
Rochester House, who was soon
tracking the leader in second. There
were few changes in the order until the
field turned for home, at which point
Joe sent his mount into the lead. The
favourite, Calling The Wind, began to
stay on from the rear, but Rochester
House was a length and a quarter ahead
at the post.
The double was completed that

evening at Newcastle when Leopardo
made a successful racecourse debut in
the novice event over a mile. Hussain
Lootah’s Cairo Prince colt was one of
13 runners who went to post at Gosforth

Park, and P J McDonald took the ride..
Leopardo was soon prominent in the

centre of the track, while Smart Qibili
and Tara Iti disputed the lead. In the
closing stages, Ebnzaidoon and Ace
Rothstein came with strong runs on the
stands’ side to take the lead, but
Leopardo refused to be denied, and won
going away from those rivals by three
lengths and one and three-quarter
lengths.

Arctic Sound made a welcome return
to the winner’s enclosure at Leicester
on October 6 when he landed a mile and
a half handicap in testing conditions.
The four-year-old Poet’s Voice gelding,
owned by Saeed bin Mohammed Al
Qassimi, was ridden by Silvestre de

Sousa.
Turning for home Arctic Sound came

under a strong drive and responded
gamely, keeping on well at the head of
affairs before being eased in the final
strides. At the post, he finished half a
length and two lengths ahead of Win
O’Clock and Brentford Hope, the two
three-year-olds in the field.
The only treble of the month for the

yard was landed on October 7, thanks to
excellent performances from Trumpet
Man, Dark Company and Elusive
Artist.
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed’s

Trumpet Man turned out under a
penalty at Newcastle having won at
Nottingham on the last day of
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September. The Golden Horn
gelding, with Franny Norton
aboard, was one of two three-
year-olds in a field of six for a
handicap over two miles and
56 yards.

Franny was able to settle
Trumpet Man in second,
tracked by Donnachies Girl in
third. Taking the lead with two
furlongs to race, Trumpet Man
gradually pulled clear of his
rivals, and as they passed the
winning post, he was three and
three-quarter lengths clear of
Al Kout.

Dark Company ran out the
comfortable winner of a
Kempton novice event under
Joe Fanning. Hussain Lootah’s
Fast Company colt ran
promisingly on his debut at
Pontefract, defying greenness
to finish third in a maiden over
six furlongs. At Kempton,
Dark Company was stepped up
in trip to seven furlongs and
faced eight rivals in a novice
event. 

There was some drama at
the start when Dark Company
ducked left on exiting the
stalls, bumping into Varenna
Storm. However, he soon
recovered and entering the
final furlong he pulled clear to
score by two and a quarter
lengths from Spirit of Iffraaj.

HE treble was
completed when
Kingsley Park 15’s

Elusive Artist landed the second
division of the seven-furlong
nursery at Newcastle. You can
read all about the Zoffany colt’s
success in Kingsley Park partnership
news, on page 20.

October 13 saw the yard chalk up a
double, courtesy of the juvenile
debutants, Top of the Pops and
Bravado. Connections chose
Leicester’s Reference Point Novice
Stakes to introduce the promising
Kingman colt, Top of the Pops. 

Owned by Alan Spence, the colt
faced five rivals in the race over a mile
and was ridden by Silvestre de Sousa.
Sent into the lead from the outset, he
travelled comfortably at the head of
affairs, tracked by Wallem. Having seen
off the remainder of the field, Top of the
Tops and Wallem joined battle in the
closing stages, with the Kingman colt
digging deep to land the spoils by a

neck.
This win was also, in these days of

concerns about prize-money, a hugely
remunerative success for owner Alan,
for in addition to the prize-money of
£5,110 Top of the Pops landed a
Tattersalls October Book 1 Bonus of
£25,000, a Craven Breeze-up Bonus of
£15,000 and a Plus 10 Bonus of £6,000! 

The double was completed at
Wolverhampton, where Bravado landed
the six-furlong maiden for owners
Kingsley Park 18, defeating the well-
backed favourite Castana Dia by
three-quarters of a length in a race
reviewed in Kingsley Park Partnership
News (p. 20).

The following day’s racing
programme saw the yard land another

juvenile double, this time courtesy of
Annandale and Red Mirage. William
Johnstone’s Annandale made an eye-
catching debut at Ayr in September,
staying on well in a novice event over a
mile to finish third of nine.

T Bath on October 14, the
Australia colt was stepped up to
a mile and a quarter in a novice

event which attracted nine runners.
Richard Kingscote took the ride.

Taking over in front five furlongs
from home, Annandale travelled
strongly as Mojandil emerged as the
most likely challenger. Annandale held
on well to score by three-quarters of a
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length.
This was a significant win for the

yard, as Annandale landed the 50th win
by a Johnston Racing juvenile this year.

The double was completed at
Kempton, where Saeed Suhail’s Red
Mirage was another debut scorer for the
yard. A 100,000gns purchase as part of
Book 2 of last year’s Tattersalls
October Yearling Sale, the Showcasing
colt, bred by Kingsley Park Limited,
faced 10 rivals in a novice event over
six furlongs and was ridden by Joe
Fanning. 

N the straight, the filly Hello Me
and Red Mirage seemed to have
the race between them, and Red

Mirage gradually pegged back the filly
to score by a length and a quarter, with
Escape staying on well for third, half a
length further back.

For the third day in a row, the yard
chalked up a juvenile double on
October 15, with Headingley on the
mark at Chelmsford, while Mr
Excellency was a Southwell scorer.

Gallop Racing’s Headingley, a Dawn
Approach colt, faced nine rivals in a

novice auction event over a mile.
William Buick was in the saddle. In a
convincing display, Headingley set out
to make all the running. 

Travelling strongly on the final bend,
as his rivals struggled to get involved,
he kept on strongly in the straight to
score easily by four and a half lengths
from Discomatic. Headingley is out of
the Group 3 Musidora Stakes second,
Gold Bubbles, a Street Cry mare.

Hussain Lootah’s Mr Excellency
made his debut at Southwell in a seven-
furlong maiden, ridden by Franny
Norton. The Awtaad colt was sent to
challenge once the field had turned for
home and when battle was joined with
Jebel Dukhan, he kept on well to score
from Jebel Dukhan by three-quarters of
a length.

The colt is out of the Majestic
Missile mare, Katla, a triple Listed
winner over six furlongs who was also
twice Group-placed, including in the
Criterium de Maisons-Laffitte. 

On October 16, despite the prevailing
heavy ground, Johnston Racing again
notched up a double, this time at
Haydock. Another juvenile winner in
Kings Prince was followed up by a
third successive win for the three-year-
old Trumpet Man.

Johnston Racing sent two runners to
contest the mile novice event ,with
Kings Prince joined by Ghumama.
They faced five opponents, and were
ridden respectively by Franny Norton
and Jim Crowley. The filly Ghumama,
with the benefit of two previous runs,
set out to make the running, with Crone
Stud Farm Limited’s Kings Prince
disputing second. 

In the straight, Jim Crowley tried to
slip the field on Ghumama, but Franny
and Kings Prince proved difficult to
shake off. Kings Prince took the lead
with just over a furlong to run and,
keeping on strongly was eased close
home and scored by two and a half
lengths from Regal Vega.

This colt was purchased by Mick
Doyle of Crone Stud Farms Limited
from the breeders, Newsells Park Stud,
as part of Book 1 of last year’s October
Yearling Sale for 75,000gns. So Mick
will have been particularly delighted
that Kings Prince, in landing this debut
success, became the 223rd winner of a
Tattersalls October Book 1 Bonus of
£25,000!

ATER on the Haydock card,
Trumpet Man completed his
hat-trick in some style, landing
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a two-mile handicap, eased down, by
six lengths. Racing off a mark eight
pounds higher than at Newcastle, and
one of just two three-year-olds in the
seven-strong field, Trumpet Man was
again partnered by Franny.

Taking up the running with fully
three furlongs left to race, Trumpet Man
soon pulled clear of his rivals and went
on to win by six lengths from Sashenka.
Franny enthused about Sheikh Hamdan
bin Mohammed’s gelding after the race,
saying: ‘Trumpet Man has improved
and keeps getting better and better.’ 

Freyja registered her second success
of the year and her fourth win overall
when landing a fillies’ handicap at
Newmarket on October 21. Mrs
Antoinette Kavanagh’s Gleneagles filly
won at Hamilton on her penultimate
start, and raced off a mark 10lb higher
at Newmarket, where she faced seven
rivals over a mile. Silvestre de Sousa
took the ride.

Freyja was held up behind the leaders
in the early stages as Manaabit made
the running. Travelling well, she struck
the front with over a quarter of a mile to
race and when Sun Bear emerged as her

sole challenger Freyja held her off with
ease and won by one and three-quarter
lengths. 

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed’s
three-year-old filly Tulip Fields landed
her third win of the year on October 24
at Doncaster, where the Golden Horn
filly faced eight rivals over 12 furlongs.
Franny took the ride.  

HE six-year-old Dash of Spice
set out to make all the running,
but Tulip Fields drew closer and

struck the front approaching the final
furlong. She kept on well to score by
two lengths from Dash of Spice, with
Fishable finishing four and a half
lengths back in third.

Notation made a winning return to
the racecourse at Southwell on October
27, landing a mile and a half handicap
in battling style. The Poet’s Voice filly,
owned by the Kingsley Park Owners
Club, was one of two three-year-olds in
the field of seven.

Sent into the lead by Franny, she was
pursued in the early stages by
Hermocrates and Mr Carbonator.
Turning for home, Notation seemed to

have the race sewn up as Hermocrates
was being driven along by Tom
Marquand. Notation kept on well, but
could never really shake off
Hermocrates, and at the line the
Kingsley Park filly had won by just a
neck. The front pair had, however,
pulled 13 lengths clear of the third
horse, Mr Carbonator.

The final day of the month saw
Freyja land the Listed James Seymour
Stakes at Newmarket with a game
success, her second win in 10 days.

Mrs Antoinette Kavanagh’s
Gleneagles filly faced four rivals in this
Listed contest over 10 furlongs,
including stable companion Marie’s
Diamond. Ben Curtis rode Freyja, while
Joe Fanning partnered Marie’s
Diamond.

Marie’s Diamond set out to make the
pace under Joe, closely followed by
Freyja. The pair led the way until three
furlongs out, when Be More and Air
Pilot appeared on the scene.

Showing great resolution, Freyja
battled on well to hold off Air Pilot by a
neck, while Marie’s Diamond stayed on
well to finish third.

Freyja (Molly Craig up) won the Jane Seymour Stakes (Listed) at Newmarket on the last day of the month
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