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T goes without saying that the

coronavirus pandemic has had, and

will continue to have, a huge

negative effect on racing. These are

unprecedented times, and it remains to

be seen what longer-term damage will

have been sustained by the time we

emerge from under the cloud of the

virus.

So it’s particularly pleasing for us to

be able to report on some fantastic

charitable works on the part of our

owners in response to the present

situation.

For many years now the support of

the Maktoum family for British racing

has been invaluable. But in addition to

buying, racing and breeding so many of

our racehorses, Sheikh Mohammed al

Maktoum has always been ready to help

the industry and the racing as a whole.

The Klarion

has learned that,

in recent

months, Sheikh

Mohammed has

been supporting

nine schools in

and around

Newmarket, by

providing

additional meal

vouchers to

children who would normally be

entitled to free school meals. 

Godolphin has also made its facilities

available to the NHS, and the Sheikh

has also supported our government’s

efforts to secure much needed PPE

(personal protective equipment), by

sending 60 tons of PPE to the UK. He

has also sent care packages to care

homes in the Newmarket area.

Owner Kirsten Rausing’s Alborada

Trust, has made a substantial donation

to the Racing Foundation and other

charities. The trust, named after Ms

Rausing’s great racemare Alborada,

twice winner of the Group 1 Champion

Stakes and world champion three-year-

old filly of 1998, aims to provide

funding for medical and veterinary

causes, research, education, and the

welfare of animals, and with the

provision of relief to disaster areas

worldwide.

The trustees have donated £200,000

to the Racing Foundation, who assist all

racing charities, as well as giving

£25,000 to Suffolk County Community

Coronavirus Fund, and £20,000 each to

the Newmarket

Racing Centre

and the

Newmarket Day

Centre. 

After

consulting with

Addenbrooke’s

Hospital in

Cambridge,

arrangements

were made for

all Intensive Care Unit staff and those

who support them to receive shopping

vouchers of £200 each, with the staff of

the hospital themselves nominating

recipients. A further grant of £50,000

was provided as a Hardship Fund for

other staff and an additional grant of

£200,000 has been awarded to enable

the hospital to provide, as a matter of

urgency, ‘Wellbeing Rooms’ for ICU

staff so that they can find moments of

peace and quiet near to their units

without having to de-robe. 

Chief executive Rob Hezel of the

Racing Foundation, of which Mark

Johnston is a trustee, said: “We

responded to the pandemic in three

ways.

Resources

“Firstly, we tried to understand the

implications for racing charities and

ensured their situation was understood

by racing’s leaders. Secondly, we

worked with other funders to maximise

the resources available for the response

and, thirdly, we worked alongside the

Levy Board to ensure racing’s leaders

produced a co-ordinated and unified

bid, focused on hardship, on behalf of

the whole industry for funding.

“In terms of the funding itself, in

understanding and then supporting the

need of racing charities, we committed

up to £900k. Then, in working with the

Levy Board and other funders, e.g. the

John Pearce Foundation and the

Alborada Trust, to maximise the

quantum of funding available for the

difficulties being faced, the total

package we were able to jointly commit

was £28m.

“Finally, in responding to the

industry bid and supporting any

hardship needs that may arise for both

people and horses, e.g. stable staff

losing jobs, jockeys not earning and

horses abandoned by owners, etc, we

committed up to £4.3m. This was

enhanced by using our balance sheet to

provide loans to businesses facing

difficulties, including trainers, jockeys

and racecourses, in all committing up to

£6.7m (all included above in the £28m

figure).”

Another example of the various

strands of racing helping during the

pandemic crisis is that of Kennet Valley

Thoroughbreds, who are supporting the

emergency appeal lauched by Racing

Welfare, the charity supporting stable,

stud and racecourse staff.

The charity is experiencing a

significant drop in income as

fundraising events and activities have

been cancelled.  With no certainty as to

when these

events may be

rearranged, the

charity faces a

loss of

fundraising

income

amounting to

£500,000 in

2020.

Kennet Valley

racing manager

Sam Hoskins told the Klarion: “Without

stable staff there would be no racing.

The sport’s workforce need more

support than ever. It was a cause that

really struck a chord with us, and we

told our members about how much it

needed support.”

Many of the ownership group’s

members have joined in the decision to

contribute 10% of all winnings to

Racing Welfare, and three membership

packages have also been donated to

Racing Welfare.

ENNET VALLEY have two

horses in training at Kingsley

Park this year: Novelty, a

juvenile filly by New Approach out of

Welsh Angel, and Streak Lightning, a

three-year-old colt by Night of Thunder

out of Emreliya. Further details are

available at www.kvt.com. 
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