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Yard stunned by death of Hari 

LL at Johnston Racing were

devastated to learn of the sudden

death last month of our hugely

popular Assistant Yard Manager, Hari

Singh Bhati.

During his annual visit home to India to

spend time with his wife and two children,

Hari, who was just 41, suffered a fatal

heart attack.

Hari joined Johnston Racing in April

2008, and immediately impressed

everyone with his warm smile, positive

attitude and eagerness to please. He rose to

the position of Assistant Yard Manager at

home, but he also became a familiar figure

on Britain’s racecourses. 

“Hari was one of our best and most

experienced lead-up people, and his would

have been one of the first names down to

be leading up some of our high profile

runners at major meetings,” said Charlie

Johnston. 

“He led up plenty of our winners at

Royal Ascot and Glorious Goodwood and

was a key, highly respected, member of the

team.

News of Hari’s death produced an

overwhelming response on social media. 

“Hari had a fantastic attitude to work

and really enjoyed his job,” Charlie told

the Klarion. 

“I think that his positive outlook,

whether in the yard or on the racecourse, is

what has washed over plenty of our

owners, people in racing and even some of

the general public, judging by the response

to Johnston Racing’s post on Facebook.”

Feedback received from owners over the

years was always complimentary about

Hari. His attentiveness to the horses in his

care was often commented upon, and much

appreciated by owners on the racecourse.

Deirdre Johnston said she was

heartbroken on hearing of Hari’s death,

who she said was a much-loved member of

the Johnston Racing team.  

“The Johnston family, the directors and

all the staff at Kingsley Park have been

shocked and saddened by the news,” she

said.

“The thoughts of us all are with Hari’s

family and friends at this sad time. We will

always remember his wonderful smile and

easy-going attitude. Thank you Hari for all

your years of service. We will miss you.”

The feelings of the yard’s owners were

summed up by Lionel and Lorna Beecroft,

long-time owners, who said:

“We were desperately sad to hear of  the

untimely and tragic death of Hari. He will

be greatly missed by all who were

fortunate enough to know him.

“He was liked by all the owners because

he was always so smartly turned out,

cheerful, hard-working  and attentive to his

charges. Always generously spirited and

kind, he will be greatly missed. We send

our deepest sympathies to all his family.”

We have set up a crowdfunding page to

raise funds for Hari’s family. If you wish to

contribute, please use the following link:

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hari-

singh-bati
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Hari passed away at home 
in India last month


