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Charlotte’s in the final 3!

HARLOTTE COTGRAVE, a
rider/groom with Johnston
Racing, has made it to the final

three for the David Nicholson
Newcomer of the Year Award at this
year’s Godolphin Stud and Stable Staff
Awards.

The Godolphins were initiated in 2005
with the express intention of recognising
the skills and accomplishments of
racing’s key staff, the people who work
so hard behind the scenes in racing to
make the sport such a thrilling spectacle.

The David Nicholson Award is
specifically targeted at newcomers to the
industry. It seeks to recognise someone
who, within three years of coming into
racing, has demonstrated a desire to
learn and continually improve skills, has
shown motivation and commitment to
the care of the racehorse and to
developing his or her horsemanship
skills, has developed an excellent work
ethic and who, as a result, had made a
positive impact on his or her yard since
coming into the industry.

London

The judges have decided that
Charlotte, 19, fits the bill and she has
been bracketed alongside Bradley Harris
from Andrew Balding’s yard and Kevin
Skelton from Bryan Smart’s stable for
the award.

The three finalists have been invited
to London to meet the full panel of
judges on February 24. The winner will
be presented with the prize at the awards
ceremony that evening at The
Underglobe on London’s South Bank,
which will be hosted by ITV Racing’s
Ed Chamberlin.

The awards are run by the BHA in
association with the Racing Post, and
they are generously sponsored by Sheikh
Mohammed’s Godolphin operation.
More than £120,000 in prize-money is

available at this year’s
event, and should Charlotte
be lucky enough to follow
in the footsteps of last
year’s winner, our own
Sophy Scott, she will win
prize-money of £2,000,
matched by a contribution
to the yard of the same
amount, and an educational
visit to Dubai, including
flights and five nights’
accommodation in a luxury
hotel.

Charlotte said she was hugely excited
to make it to the final three.

“It feels phenomenal to be a finalist as
it doesn’t happen to many people,” she
said.

“In fact, it’s an honour just to have
been nominated.”

Charlotte has impressed at Kingsley
Park with her hard work, maturity and
independence since joining Johnston
Racing. From Liverpool and mad on
ponies since she was four, she lost her
mum when she was just 13. 

Determined to focus on a project after
her mum died, and with her racing-mad
dad’s help, she learned about the 14-16
Work-Related Training course at the
NRC and pushed to be included on it.
Showing persistence and self-reliance,
she travelled from school in Liverpool to
the National Horseracing College in
Doncaster one day a week. When the
time came to leave school, she had no
hesitation in enrolling on the full-time
course at the college.

“I learned a lot there,” Charlotte told
the Klarion. 

“It was challenging learning to cope
not only with the horses, but also with
many of the people there. I loved every
minute of it.”

The transition to regular employment
with Johnston Racing was a daunting
prospect for Charlotte, but she found

people ready and willing to help. 
“Barry Lusted used to ‘buddy’ me

when I was first riding out, and Yard
Manager Hayley Kelly has been
incredibly helpful, too. I soon learned
that the welfare of the horses comes
first.”

“Each day in the stable is different.
The best part of the job is handling and
riding different horses every day. It helps
you to learn how to deal with different
characters, and I’m desperate to improve
my riding to the best of my ability.”

IERCELY independent, Charlotte
rents a one-bedroomed cottage in
West Witton. She loves walking

her dog, Bella, and keeps her own horse,
Venus, at livery in Richmond. She loves
meeting up with her friends, and is
delighted with the career path she has
chosen. 

“Coming into racing was one of the
best and most rewarding of things I
could have chosen to do,” she said.

“It’s not easy, and there are plenty of
challenges, but I love it.”

Asked what the next five years might
hold for her, Charlotte has no hesitation
in replying: “Hopefully, I might be in an
Assistant Yard Manager’s position.” 
Whatever happens in London later this
month, Charlotte Cotgrave has achieved
much of which to be proud.

‘There are plenty

of challenges, 

but I love it’

Charlotte Cotgrave with Overwrite
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