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OUR BEST wishes go to the following members of the
Johnston Racing team who celebrate birthdays this
December.
2nd: Jimmy Goodall, 39 (Assistant Yard Manager)
8th: Jock Bennett, 63 (Assistant Trainer)
9th: Tom Locking, 18 (Groom Rider)

Happy Birthday to them!

HIS is the latest book by the legendary National Hunt
trainer Henrietta Knight, best known as the trainer of
wonderful horses such as the remarkable Best Mate,

who won the Cheltenham Gold Cup under her care in 2002,
2003 and 2004, and Edredon Bleu, the King George VI
Chase winner in 2003.

In this book, Knight profiles more than 80 jockeys from a
variety of backgrounds and experiences, and seeks to find out
what motivated them to become National Hunt jockeys, and
how they were able to fulfil their ambitions. 

She is ideally placed to bring a meaningful insight to this

T

task; in addition to her distinguished career in
racing, she has been a teacher, eventer and Olympic
selector and she clearly knows her onions, making
many fascinating observations about the riding
styles and personality traits of a wide cross-section
of jockeys.

I particularly liked the fact that the jockeys are
profiled in alphabetical order, from Marcus

Armytage to Frannie Woods. I think this works well in two
respects; firstly, it avoids any suggestion that the writer is
attempting to rank the jockeys in terms of ability, and,
secondly, it encourages the reader to approach the book
almost as a work of reference. 

It is particularly fascinating, and simple, thanks to the
format of the book, to compare and contrast the pathways
which led Tony McCoy and Ruby Walsh to the top of the
riding tree in recent years.

It strikes me that while racing fans will clearly enjoy this
book it will also be of considerable interest to students of
human nature and those seeking to understand what makes
these remarkable sportsmen and women tick.
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NYONE who has followed the career of that
remarkable racehorse, Tiger Roll, will be delighted
by this tribute. Not only has the gelding won two

Grand Nationals, he has also won at four Cheltenham
Festivals, over a variety of trips and in different disciplines.

Any winner of the Triumph Hurdle who goes on to land the
four-mile National Hunt Chase, two Grand Nationals and two
cross-country wins deserves to be lauded for his versatility,
and let’s bear in mind that Tiger Roll was bred by Darley with
a view to a career on the Flat.

Generally, the book charts Tiger Roll’s career in
chronological order, and it features detailed analysis of his
races by a variety of the Post’s writers. There are some great
tributes to the horse by some of the leading figures in the

sport, but it is hard to top Alastair Down’s
reflections on this special little horse in the wake of
his second Aintree triumph.

While appreciating the quality of much of the
text of this book, it’s simply impossible not to
comment on the photographs. The multiplicity and
diversity of the images is striking; obviously the
nature and location of the Grand National lends

itself to producing wonderful images, but there are some
interesting photographs aside – we see Tiger Roll’s half-
brother, Dr Jim Walker’s Austrian School winning at
Musselburgh, and I loved the photographs of the ‘Tiger’-
themed cakes sent to Gordon Elliott’s yard by Godolphin, the
‘proud vendors of Tiger Roll’.  

The Racing Post have excelled themselves in producing an
attractive, colourful and thoughtful book which does justice to
the horse, memorably compared by Down to a ‘Fabergé egg
of jump racing’ – an object of incalculable beauty, incredibly
rare and beyond price.

Is it too bold to suggest that all good racing fans should
consider adding this book to their library, even if only to
encourage the Racing Post in producing similar volumes
about other racehorses of exceptional merit?
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12th: Alisha Edwards, 17 (Groom Rider)
18th: Michael Stainton, 36 (Part-time rider)
20th: Cathy Pettigrew, 59 (Secretary)
21st: Marlyn Dayaca, 45 (cook)
21st: Paul Kind, 54 (Maintenance team - Gardener)
29th: Sarah Simpson, 36 (Groom Rider)
29th: Charlotte Cotgrave, 19 (Groom Rider)
31st: Dale Ali, 43 (Groom)


