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November hat-trick for 
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an initial mark of 87. Out of the Cape
Cross mare, Crossover, a Listed winner
over six furlongs as a three-year-old at
Maisons-Laffitte, Auchterarder is a half-
sister to three winners, including Enlace
(by Shamardal), who won five races for
Darley when trained by Mark a few years
ago.

Kingsley Park 13’s Blake’s Vision
made his debut at Wolverhampton on
November 6 in a novice event over six
furlongs. The Slade Power colt kept on
well in the closing stages to finish third of
the 12 runners.

Stepped up to seven furlongs at
Southwell, Blake’s Vision faced seven
opponents in a novice auction event.
Jason Hart had travelled to Southwell
after partnering Auchterarder at
Wolverhampton, and he took the ride on
Blake’s Vision.

HE Kingsley Park partnerships
enjoyed something of a purple
patch in the middle of last

month.
The treble enjoyed by Johnston

Racing on November 18 included wins
for two partnership horses –
Auchterarder scored for Kingsley Park
11 at Wolverhampton, while Blake’s
Vision won at Southwell for Kingsley
Park 13 – and a third success was added
the following day when Bavardages
won a Chelmsford nursery over a mile
for Kingsley Park 11.

Auchterarder had run earlier in the
month at Southwell, where the
Gleneagles filly ran with plenty of
promise to finish second to the odds-on
favourite, The Bell Conductor. She
returned to the track at Wolverhampton
11 days later in a five-furlong novice
event which had attracted a field of 11
runners, including an odds-on favourite
in Minhaaj, who had impressed at York
on debut before running in Listed
company at Newmarket at the
beginning of the month.

Advantage
Partnered by Jason Hart, and

conceding weight to all of her rivals,
Auchterarder was quickly away and set
out to make all the running. Having
grabbed the advantage of racing on the
rail, the filly was a couple of lengths
clear of Rocking Reg as the field turned
for home, and, when asked for her effort
by Jason, she extended her lead as the
favourite struggled to get on terms.

At the line, Auchterarder had won by
four lengths and a length from Rocking
Reg and Minhaaj, the first three having
pulled five lengths clear of the
remainder of the field.

Auchterarder has now won twice
from her three starts and has been given

T

Gracie’s Girl was quickly away and
soon led on the rail while Blake’s Vision
challenged for the lead on that filly’s
outer. In the straight, Blake’s Vision
struck the front with two furlongs to run,
racing in the centre of the track. Curtiz
came to challenge on the outer, and
seemed to have taken the lead under
Charlie Bennett. 

Blake’s Vision kept on really strongly,
and regained the upper hand in the closing
stages to score by a short head from
Hughie Morrison’s colt. Dancing Leopard
improved from the rear to take third, two
lengths in arrears, while there was a
substantial gap of seven lengths back to
the rest of the field.

Blake’s Vision is by the July Cup and
Diamond Jubilee winner, Slade Power,
who now stands at Kildangan Stud in
County Kildare. Thanks to the exploits of

Blake’s Vision with Jimmy Goodall up
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We have received this letter from Fred and

Muriel Shaw who have been involved in many

partnerships with Johnston Racing over the

years.

After much thought and some sadness, we

have decided to “pull ourselves out” of the

Kingsley Park partnerships. We have

thoroughly enjoyed our 25 years of

involvement and thank you for the opportunity

to be involved in racing. 

The main reason for the decision is simply

old age. I am approaching 85, and driving long

distances is no longer fun. The roads are not

like they used to be! We have recently moved

ourselves from Leicester to Bovingdon in

Hertfordshire, downsizing to an apartment, to

be closer to our son and his family. While we

are enjoying our apartment and the village life,

the downside is that there is no bookmaker

closer than 3 or 4 miles away! 

We feel that the general atmosphere at

racecourses is not like it used to be. Owners’

and Trainers’ facilities at Newmarket, our

nearest course, are not good if you want to

watch the racing. We were kicked out of the

member’s stand on our last visit, having gone

there when Muriel needed a rest and while

there was nobody else in there at all between

races. No seats outside the Owners’ and

Trainers’ bar, and you are lucky to get a seat

inside. There is a stand for the use of owners

and trainers; it looks down the course, is three

storeys up, and it is difficult to get from there

to the unsaddling enclosure to admire the

winner.

There have, however, been many highlights

that we have enjoyed over the years and we feel

honoured to have been involved with Johnston

Racing. May I indulge myself in noting just a

few memories of our experiences?

One day we were at Leicester in the winner’s

lounge with Deirdre and toasting Double

Honour while watching the recording of the

race, when the TV went blank.  It re-started

with the BBC News showing the dreadful event

of an airliner crashing into a New York

skyscraper.

I wonder if Mark remembers a day when he

was a bit late arriving at Southwell. The horse

was at the start, Joe Fanning aboard, when

you, Mark, joined us in the stand. You looked

at the TV, cursed the course management for

the absence of a picture, and were about to get

out your binoculars when we pointed out that

over the other side of the course there was a

thick fog. I seem to remember that we did not

win because we proceeded to the bar and you

bought us a drink!

On another occasion we had a winner at

Ripon and the trophy presented was a rather

large cut glass goblet, about a foot high,

engraved with the name Thwaites Smooth

Bitter. As we were about to leave the course

Mark asked if I was going to take as he didn’t

want to store it. So I took it home and placed it

on top of a bookcase where it has stayed and

been used to store our collection of owner’s

badges. It is over half full and contains fond

memories of many enjoyable days at the races

thanks to our involvement in partnerships that

you have provided.

Thank you Mark, Deirdre and all at

Johnston Racing for providing us with very

many happy years of involvement in horse

racing.

Yours Sincerely,

Fred and Muriel Shaw. 

Bovingdon, Herts

the KPs
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Raffle Prize, all at Kingsley Park are
aware of what he offers as a sire!

The dam, Shirley Blake, won a
Listowel maiden over a mile for Jessie
Harrington at three and finished second in
the Listed Knockaire Stakes at
Leopardstown at four. Blake’s Vision is a
half-brother to the prolific winner, Mr
Orange, whose nine career successes
include five over six furlongs at
Pontefract.

The third partnership success was
provided by Kingsley Park 11’s
Bavardages, who ran out the comfortable
winner of a Chelmsford nursery on
November 19.

The Dream Ahead colt stepped up from
seven furlongs to a mile at Chelmsford,
and faced 11 rivals, to all of whom he was
giving weight. Joe Fanning took the ride
on Bavardages, and soon had his mount at
the head of affairs, attempting to make all
the running.

Shaken up with a furlong and a half to
race, Bavardages extended his lead
willingly and soon had the race under his
command. In the closing stages he
coasted to victory, scoring by three and a
quarter lengths and a half a length
respectively from Halfacrown and
Chateau Peapod.

Bavardages is by Dream Ahead, the
Champion Two-Year-Old in Europe in
2010 and the Champion Three-Year-Old
Sprinter in Europe in 2011. He won five
Group 1 races, including the Prix Morny,
the July Cup and the Betfred Sprint Cup.

His dam, the Verglas mare Petits
Potins, raced in France where she won a
total of three races, and finished second in
the Listed Prix Herod, over seven
furlongs, at Chantilly. She is a half-sister
to New Latin, a winner for Kingsley Park
in 2011. Petits Potins arguably stayed a
mile and a quarter, and perhaps
Bavardages has his mother to thank for
the stamina he showed at Chelmsford.


